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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The January
newsletter and
roster was mailed to
last known ad-
dresses of 840
members and non-
members of the
38th BG Associa-
tion. Our purpose in
contacting everyone
was to encourage

J. D. Johnson lost and known
members to join with us as we grow older and
our ranks grow thinner.

Roster mistakes are being corrected as we
receive them and new names are being added.

@™ Under our mailing permit (8.4c with a minimum

of 200 pieces) the Post Office does not forward
or return our mail. | urge members to keep us
informed of address changes or errors to help
keep our records accurate. | urge everyone who
is or was a member to bring his dues up to
date, making a lot less work for our very
capable Secretary, Al Barbour. The May
newsletter will be sent to all members, delin-
quent or not. After that, only paid up members
will receive it.

With regard to items for the Squadron col-
umns in the newsletter, | believe | could write a
column for each day | spent overseas, be it
about the food, living conditions, mosquitoes
or the lice. Very few stories are coming in and
even fewer black and white pictures. Don't tell
me nothing interesting happened to you or that
the other guy has a better story to tell. Each day
had a story. It only takes a few minutes to write
it and send it in. Don’t leave the stories to just a
few. Maybe we won’t be able to publish them
all. It will give us something to draw on.

Bob Lamb, our reunion chairman in
Dayton, Ohio has been working hard and long
arranging for our September '90 meeting at the
Dayton Plaza Hotel. He deserves our help, sup-
port and encouragement in making our next
reunion the best ever.

HOW’S YOUR MEMORY?

No one identified the January mystery
photo as an attack on a railroad bridge east of
Tsarrasky (?) by the 823rd.

Incidently, the September mystery photo
(crew briefing) stimulated three letters, each
naming a different crew. (Hmmm, so much for
memory test!)

ARE YOUR DUES DUE?

Prior to January, 1989, 52 members had
prepaid 89/90 dues, although only 14 had paid
for the full 2-year cycle. From January thru the
first week in April, an additional 255 sent
checks in, all but two for the full $20. Several
payments were from new or previously inactive
members. This leaves 200 active members who
have not yet renewed membership.

Some of this dues shortfall may have
resulted from procrastination but it may also
have stemmed from the mistaken belief that
the dues had already been paid. In any case we
have included a notation on the mailing label
(within brackets following the member’s name)
that shows our record of the receipient’s dues
status.

For example, if your label has the number
“89” within the brackets, you are paid up thru
1989. An “88” is a prompt for you to reach for
your checkbook, old buddy, and get with the
program. If the $20 is too much for your budget,
we can respect that; just send the usual annual
$10. Purpose of the 2-year payment was to
reduce a tedious chore of our over-worked
voluntary Secretary-Treasurer but we certainly
don’t want to lose any members because of it.

“LM” stands for (you guessed it) Life
Member. A few of you will find a “91” or 92" on
your label which means you prepaid 89/90 dues
but apparently forgot and sent in another con-
tribution. Rather than refund the extra money,
we simply credited your future dues. It should
be noted members with the “92" notation have
only to contribute another $60 this year to
become Life Members.

Al Barbour
Secretary-Treasurer

REUNION ‘90

Co-Chairman Bob Lamb (823rd) reports the
Stouffer Dayton Plaza Hotel has been selected
as headquarters for Reunion ‘90. Conveniently
located in the center of Dayton’s business
district, it is only 15 minutes from Wright Pat-
terson Air Force Base base and the Air Force
Museum, which will undoubtedly be major at-
traction for those attending.

Lamb, also reports that Co-Chairman Bob
Hunter has returned from a 3-month assign-
ment in Africa as part of a team of four which
performed a wage survey on foreign nationals
who work for the State Department in Uganda.
Kenya and Tanzania.

PLAN NOW FOR REUNION '90. DAYTON. OHIO!

SNAFU AT NAGASAKI

(Thanks fo Everett Brady of the 405th for the Nagasaki
Mission Report. necessarily abbreviated but retaining all
the essentials — Ed.)

Assigned a shipping sweep on 7/31/45
along KOREA'S west coast with KUMNING as
the secondary target, 6 B-25Js of the Green
Dragon Squadron took off at 0735 with four
500-pound 4-5 second delay para-demolition
bombs. The 405th sextette led the 4-squadron
38th BG to its P-47 fighter rendezvous at GOTO
SHIMA where the 71st and 822nd turned NE to
search the Eastern coast and the 405th and
823rd turned NW to search the Western coast.

When bad weather closed in 40 miles SE
of SAICHU SHIMA, the 405th and 823rd turned
back at 1022 foregoing the sweep and its own
secondary, and decided to attack the secon-
dary target of the 71st/822nd Squadrons, the
small town of NAGASAKI on FUKU SHIMA.
Due to a misunderstanding of the village coor-
dinates, Squadron leader Captain Max Brown
led an attack on the large Japanese naval and
ship building center of NAGASAKI on Nor-
thwestern KYUSHU.

En route, 2 planes attacked a small lugger
with 3 bombs; all missed. At 1122 the six 405th
planes sped across the South end of
NAGASAKI Harbor, the 823rd turning back just
before reaching the city. The attack was as
much a surprise to the attackers as to those
attacked-the crews expected a smaller town.
The surprise element allowed the low flying
strafers to hit the well-defended and rough
target without serious opposition or damage to
the planes.

Twenty-one bombs were dropped thru the
lower half of the city’s port area, while all guns
belched forth 18,325 rounds of .50 caliber am-
munition. A large black smoke fire and a white
smoke fire were started by 2 direct hits among
the small yards West of TOHOO YAWA Hill,
both verified by low oblique strike photos taken
by 4 planes, and believed to be first low level
obliques of the city. Two hits made in
KOSUGEMACHI; unobserved results. Results
of 4 bombs in TOMACHIE unobserved other
than for flying debris and bomb explosions as
the strike plane carried no camera. Two hits
were scored in the urban and small boat area S
of MATSUO RIVER, with one bomb explosion
revealed by strike photographs. Two direct hits
and a near miss were scorec in another small
boat area at SUZURE SAKI; one hit was made
on a concrete building just off this area with
unobserved results. A newly completed Sugar

Continued on page 3




YOUR ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

President................ J.D. (Jack) Johnson
807 Grand Avenue, Billings, MT 59102

Vice President.............. Robert L. Hunter
2811 Locust Drive, Springfield, OH 45505
Secretary/Treasurer. ........ A. Allen Barbour
20706 Haynes Street, Canoga Park, CA 91306
71st Sqdn.Rep........... Charles M. Benbow
P.O. Box 445, Oak Ridge, NC 27310

405th Sqdn. Rep. ...... C.G. (Gerry) Carpenter
16680 TR 190, Mt. Blanchard, OH 45867
822nd Sqdn. Rep....... Clifford R. Sutherland
3413 Wren Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX 76133

823rd Sqdn.Rep.............. Alfred C. West
1628 Adams, Ottawa, IL 61350

- S e Thomas D. Kirby
P.O. Box 26, Hemet, CA 92343

Editor ““The Sun Setters’.......... Lew Pavel
P.O. Box 915204, Longwood, FL 32791

RECRUITER PAR EXCELLENCE’

Rolf Laib, 405th crew chief, has been most
effective in generating 38th BG Association
memberships since his chance discovery of the
Association in 5/87 (9/88 newsletter).

As a new Life Member, Rolf set out to
locate old friends, mailing B-25 picture post
cards to last known addresses: “HELP! | am us-
ing this 45-year-old address in trying to locate a
WWII buddy of mine from the 405th Bomb
Squadron, 5th Air Force, for reunion purposes.
Would you please assist? Thank you, Rolf Laib”
(+ return address). Results were amazing — of
12 cards sent, he reached Ed Brandt and An-
drew McDerby plus next of kin of Harold
McNamara and George Baut. With only city ad-
dresses left to go by, Rolf started the New Year
checking with telephone directory services.
Operators were most helpful — of 7 inquiries, 3
were contacted: Fred Sizemore, Wellington
Wise, Jesus Zaveleta. Two other leads are be-
ing traced.

“The Sun Setters” salutes Rolf upon his
initiative, dedication and perseverance, and for
demonstrating methods past-president Terry
Terrell urges others to utilize to track old com-
rades.

#904 7??

Ray Wacker, 405th crew chief, sent along several
photos of B-25s, including the a very well bomb-decorated
unit, unfortunately not reproducible. Was that #9047 | was
navigator on Ed Mauer's crew when he took it on a Wewak
Harbor strike in mid-March, 1944. 'Twas a memorable
mission to say the least since the plethora of bright yellow
bombs painted on the cockpit provided an excellent long-
distance aiming point as we left the target area, and it
seemed every Zero in New Guinea wanted to take a crack
at it for what seemed an eternity — amazingly, no
casualties.

Ed's first words to the crew chief upon hitting the
ground were ‘‘Get that blankety-blank-blank yellow paint
off that cockpit NOW!"" and stomped off to debriefing
where he lectured at length upon the idiocy of providing the
Japs with such an inviting aiming target — Editor

REUNION ‘86 REPRISE

A featured exhibit at the *'Planes of Fame Museum''
at Chino, CA, was Terry Terrell's Green Dragon nose job.

Starting from scratch in 1985, Terry worked on the
project weekends for 12 years, finishing just in time for
the September ‘86 Reunion in Anaheim, of which he was
chairman.

Pictured left to right are Joe Daughtery, Bill Myers,
Terry Terrell, Jack Pattie and Jim Wallace taking a little
breather.

ROSTER CHANGES

A two-page insert listing changes in the
official 38th Bomb Group Association (WWII)
roster is included with this newsletter. It is
sorted by squadron affiliation and member
name. Staple this change sheet to your roster
for future reference.

Asteriks (*) identify columns which have
been changed. An exception is placement of an
(*) before a member's name which indicates a
new addition. An “M” before the squadron
designation indicates a move from one outfit to
another (ie, Virgil Blurton, an 823rd veteran,
wrote us of his improper placement in the
405th). Three vets previously listed in the
Unknown category (Bob Rockstedler, Bill
Keneally, and Ed Lomot) found their proper
homes among the squadrons.

Who are all those others in the Unknown
category? Does anybody know? They don’t pay
dues and don't respond to our requests to ad-
vance and be recognized — yet they apparently
exist and are living at the shown address — if
we can trust the US Postal Service. For our
January ‘89 mailing we paid the Postal Service a
fee to notify us of any incorrect addresses.
(This was, in fact, the source of most of the
roster changes involving a change of address.)
Only three unks were eliminated. If you can
identify any of the unks with a squadron, please
notify Al Barbour, our Keeper of the Roster.

Mailings to two active members, Russell
McFalls and Larry Johns, were returned with
“No Forwarding Address” notation. Does
anyone know where they went?

A few other changes were made at the be-
quest of members who included a note with
their checks but most were made on the basis
of information found on the checks: wive’s
names, telephone numbers, transpositions in
zip codes, etc. All checks and return addresses
we received were compared with roster entries,
a very tedious exercise.

It would be much simpler and much more
effective if each member would review his in-
dividual roster entry and relay corrections to Al
Barbour. We want to maintain as complete a
38th BG veterans roster as we can, and your ac-
tive participation in this very worthwhile project
will be much appreciated.

““IN EVER-HONORED MEMORY”’

Since the January, 1989, newsletter, we
have been notified of the demise of the
following veterans of the 38th Bomb Group.
A number of the veterans who were not
members of our association actually died
several years ago. Their fate was discovered
only recently thru continuing diligent ef-
forts of our members to locate their WWII
buddies who dropped from sight after the
war. Regrettably, we sometimes find them
too late.

“REST IN PEACE”

WIlSOn TUIMET: - ccumvs cosssssenssswis Hdg.
Joseph Adamatis..................... 70th
Thomas. Eagar. .- - S s walc e Seere - - 70th
GurtisiKeeter. . .. L e s e 70th
Joseph McDonald. ................... 70th
John Ambrose. ............ ... .. ... 71st
eryBarnhant: oo e oot e A 71st
Harold Eeinberg. ... ..:...coceciiansen 71st
Palll EoSteriss . b st e s e s s o 71st
Robert-T- Hanna: . . /.. . T NSRestiEs 71st
Lyman E.Mabon................ ... ... T1st
Harry J: MaySe: s cepevscnssaanines s 71st
Paul Pitsenberger.................... 71st
Theodore R RilW: :c:: st - sieiamaiae 71st
JoRn.J: MUOhY. e == - 5 - S Zil'st
Lester G. WO, ;... ....cvalas s ap 71st
ErnestE.Wolfe. ...................... 71st
Robert H. Andonian. .................. 89th
lraBaker.............. ... . ... 405th
James Beardsley.................... 405th
Jim Nesbit.......................... 405th
Ered A. Snyder. . .cciicaaaaaannass 405th
Milton Costello..................... 822nd
HenmAGraaY: sac - s asvzasvansess 822nd
Fred Schroeder..................... 822nd
Alfred B. Colwell:::ccivoiviveesiises 823rd
George F. Cootey................... 823rd
Dr. Willie Bob Daniel................. 823rd
George Ellwanger................... 823rd
Willlam/'D. Fraziern ..o aop:as s s 823rd
Robert C. Freels..................... 823rd
George E. Willlams: - oocociae. s ivenws 823rd
Addison Hewlett.................... 823rd
Robert E. Kennedy:..zmsoeeinsassss 823rd
Peter King, Jr........... ... .. ... 823rd
LLorne 'H: INelles. vy o oo et san s waen 823rd
William H. Shanafelt................. 823rd
Jamesi F: 51061 ¢ ou o v e o v o o ENE 823rd
Robert G. Slade..................... 823rd




EDITOR’s COMMENTS

We appreciate our reader's comments
about the newsletter, even when they indicate
concern that we favor some squadrons over
others. In that respect we plead quilty ONLY to
the fact most of our information comes from
the membership — and some members do a
much better job of sending material in than do
others. If your Squadron comes up short, the
remedy is simple — YOUR experiences, anec-
dotes, orders, photos, etc. — we will welcome
them to help achieve balance.

Re photos, most that we get are copies of
faded or yellowed 45-year olds, few of good
reproduction quality. Why not send yours in so
our printer can check repro. All will be returned
if unusable or after publication. Re reunion
photos, we have recommended assigning
someone to take B/Ws; random color snaps
vary too much in reproduction quality.

Keep the comments coming, fellas. We
need YOUR input.

Those involved in the SWPA air war had lit-
tle exposure to big picture — an occasional
newspaper, an infrequent YANK, and scuttle-
butt — so we did our job in a relative vacuum.

I'm not big on war histories but recently |
stumbled on “EAGLE AGAINST THE SUN" by
Ronald H. Spector. Copyrighted in 1985 (after
release of restricted files), its research, authen-
ticating bibliography, and detailed index affor-
ding ready re-reference to every event were all
impressive.

Disappointment at limited mention of B-25
strafer participation was compensated for by
the overall operational picture, ego generated
machinations of MacArthur and Nimitz for per-
sonal glory, instances of sheer stupidity
counter-balanced by grand successes, and
shocking inability of some leaders to accept
the fact casualties from A-Bombs would be tar
less than from landings and ground battles on
the Japanese homeland.

Check with your library, bookstore or Van-
tage Book division, Random House, NYC.

ADDITIONAL LIFE MEMBERS

Life members now number 84, with latest joiners
of this support group listed below. The tax-deductible
$100 donations are invested in Treasury Bills/CDs.
interest from which will continue to finance associa-
tion operations. If you. too. would like to help assure
38th BG Associations' viability. send your $100 check
to Al Barbour. Secretary-Treasurer. Already paid your
dues? — you can upgrade to Life Member by remit-
ting the difference between your dues and the $100
— BUT DO IT NOW! The Association needs the in-
terest for its operation — the sooner we can invest the
better
Larry G. McCreary. ... ..
JohmA . Mutu. ... ... 71st

Raymond P. Fett. ...... ... ... ... ... .. .. 405th
JesseR. Foley. ...................... .. 405th
N.P. Koster............ .. ... .......... 405th
Leo Shenko. ............ ... ... ... ... .. 405th
Cide SHIBIY: o v st 55 5 50 555 655 mns 405th
Chester M. Swenson. .. .................. 405th
JohnC. Tyler.............. .. ...... 405th
Dean M. Clark. . ..................... 822nd
Charles J. Habgood. ... ... ..... 822nd
o T e e o I S 822nd
Braxton E. Alfran. .. ........ . ... . ..., .. 823rd
Allen Barbour 823rd
John Doak. ............... . ....... 823rd
Albert Eshelbrenner 405th
William E. Frantz. 823rd
William E. Hanrahan. 823rd

Andy Williams. . .. ..

NAGASAKI
31 July 1945

#1 Capt. M\W. Brown

#2 1st Lt. E.F. Purdue
#3 1st Lt. C.G. Carpenter
#4 1st Lt. E.F. Brady

#5 2nd Lt. J.R. Wilson
#6 1st Lt. B.S. Cooper

r— - —
Tomas yamn Hisa i

#1 2 hits boat yard: 2 hits urban area
#2 4 hits urban area
A ise #3 2 misses lugger west of target
T SO 2 hits dock and urban area
#4 1 hit and 1 miss docking facility
1 hit building on island
1 hit Sugar Able Love
#5 1 miss Sugar Able Love
1 hit Osali town
#6 1 miss luggar west of target
1 hit boat facilities. 1 hit oil tank
A 1 hit factory

\ 4™ Bonp DR:'F;; //-v:O_smtr Toeon:

Continued from page 1

Able Love in the South part of the harbor received one direct hit just forward of the superstructure.
When the picture was taken the bomb had not yet exploded but dust from the hit and smoke from
strafing were revealed. A large black smoke fire, visible for 10 minutes after leaving the target was
started by a direct hit on a camouflaged oil tank on KOZAKI POINT. Two bombs scored direct hits on
afactory in the KAMIGO district, throwing debris and starting a gray smoke fire. Strike photos reveal-
ed extensive ship building facilities and a large concentration of Patrol Craft and another large Sugar
Able Love not under attack. A cruiser, camouflaged with netting and trees, lay in a deep fjord-like
cove NW of KOURA harbor, and a probable cruiser was in the center of the harbor; no signs of activi-
ty seen on either cruiser. Other vessels observed but not attacked were 15/20 Patrol Craft along East
side of the harbor, 2 Fox Tare Charlies, 3 or 4 ferry boats with high superstructures, 2 tanker types in
dry dock, one unidentified cargo vessel in NISHIDOMA basin, one large tug and one barge North of
the vessels in Inner Harbor.

A large tunnel into the hillside behind oil storage tanks in NEGAMI and KAMIGO was observed,
from which meagre, heavy and medium inaccurate to accurate machine gun fire was noted, also
from harbor and positions along harbor coast, further testifying to Japs surprise at sudden, unex-
pected attack. Two planes received one hole each from this fire; no personnel injured. On an island
in harbors mouth was observed a large radar or radio station. The 823rd reported heavy black col-
umns of smoke rising from harbor area. On withdrawal from NAGASAKI area, last 2 bombs dropped
by the Green Dragons hit in the town of MOGI, 2 miles SE of NAGASAKI; unobserved results. Only
one bomb dropped is known to have caused no damage, a complete miss on aforementioned Sugar
Able Love. After an uneventful return trip, the sextette landed safely at Yontan Strip, Okinawa, at 1410.
(A fascinating sidelight commentary by Gerry Carpenter is noted at the bottom of the 405th
Squadron column, page 4.)

OUR NAGASAKI BOMBARDIER DIES

APOLOGIES

The following six deceased 38th Bomb
Group verterans were listed in the September
‘88 newsletter and should have been included
on our total Ever-Honored list of December ‘88.
We sincerely regret the unfortunate omission.
The error has been corrected and their names
will appear in future total listings of our Ever-
Honored list of January ‘89 and subsequent
newsletters.

DAV WITK: . cc s i, i bt e 71st
B GISCOr Mesa. - « i iiamene i 71st
Charles F. Phillips. .. ................... 71st
Joseph Workman. ...... .............. 71st
RIG: CalNi. sdisimms e sifie 4 eas b a5 s 823rd

Kermit Beahan, the bombardier
who dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki,
Japan, on 8/9/45 died in a Houston area hospital
March 9 at age of 70 after suffering cardiac ar-
rest.

Beahan never apologized for his part in the
bombing and noted that 25 Japanese sought
him out a few years ago and told him the bomb-
ing was the “best way out of a hell of a mess.”
This reaffirmed the statement of a Japanese
general who, in refuting American apologists,
stated that devastating as the A-bombings
were, invasion of the homeland by American
forces with traditional weapons would have
been much more tragic for both the Japanese
and the American invaders.



Headquarters Squadron
Tom Kirby
Representative

It was gratifying several Association
members requested a copy of General Orders
No. 1 - 38th B.G., including Colin Chisholm,
Hollie Adams, Ed Lauder and Herb Swilling.

Colin advised he has been maintaining a
roster of 71st Squadron personnel from incep-
tion until the end of WWII; has over 1200 names
and hopes to add to it.

Hollie zeroxed a page from Cdr. David D.
Lewis, USN, book “The Fight for the Sea”
(World Publishing Co., Cleveland/New York)
documenting sinking of the Tasker H. Bliss (12
Nov 42) off Casablanca. She was a good ship
despite crowded conditions. The 38th BG had
safe passage from San Francisco to Brisbane
(29 Jan-25 Feb 42) and on to Melbourne (3-8 Mar
42). Ironically, | had just been reading a profile
of skipper Capt. John J. Sandbote (“The Bliss
Blitz” — 6 Feb 42). Not sure he was skipper
when she was torpedoed — anyone out there
know?

Herb advised he “pulled guard duty all the
way” (25 days) to Brisbane while on the Bliss.
Must be ESP! Two stories from unrelated
sources on the sam subject.

For those who purchased limited edition
art prints at the ‘88 Reunion, Larry Hickey ad-
vises certificates of authenticity will be going to
press soon. The foil “Air War” commemorative
logos have been mailed — advise if you haven'’t
received yours. Remember, protect your prints
with proper framing by a competent framer us-
ing approved methods and materials. They are
a valuable investment and deserve your con-
cerned protection.

Again | earnestly solicit your input to our

column. Articles, pictures, comments will be
welcomed. FPassiveness, non-responsiveness
are frustrating to those striving to sustain the
38th BG Association through newsletters and
reunions. Your input is vital — we invite your
comments. | must apologize for letting the
years slip by without contacting old friends —
BUT it's not too late! If every active member
would contact one inactive or non-aligned bud-
dy, we could increase our membership greatly
and have an even more memorable Reunion in
‘K. Give it a “fair go”.
P.S.: | would like to profile the lives of 38th
BG members since the days in New Guinea.
Bet there are some interesting stories. Who'll
break the ice? Send me resumes.

71st Squadron
Charles M. Benbow
Representative

No articles received. Send material for
September ‘89 issue to above contact.

822nd Squadron
Clifford R. Sutherland
Representative

No articles received. Send material for
September ‘89 issue to above contact.

405th Squadron
Gerry Carpenter
Representative

““REUNIONS ARE FOR REUNITING!”’

— and according to Everett Brady, Reu-
nion ‘88 in Nashville provided the setting for
Brady, Doyle Anderson and Ralph Lawson to
review their experiences when they were forced
to ditch their 405th plane off Taramizu, Kyushu,
8 August 45 (see 5/88 newsletter) and were pick-
ed out of the water by the submarine
“BLACKFISH".

Their joint resolve to locate the three miss-
ing crew members led to Anderson pursuing
Ted Wilson’s trail, finally locating him in
Oneida, TN. Ted plans to join the Group.

At Doyle's request the mayor of Malad
City, ID, located an uncle of copilot Ira Baker
who reported Ira died in 1955.

Efforts are still being made to locate
navigator Merle Meacham, whose 1945 address
was Portland, OR, and the trio will appreciate
any assistance to this end.

Incidently, Lawson has also been in con-
tact with the commander of the submarine
which rescued the crew.

Also at Reunion '88 Jesse Foley re-
reminded Terry Terrell of the day he (Foley) had
just made Major as 405th CO and was feeling
his oats. It had rained at noon and the roads
were well puddled. lke and Terry were walking
alongside the road on their way to the showers
when Jesse came driving by and let them have
it from head to toe! That evening in the mess
hall, lke and Terry sneaked up behind Jesse
and tossed him out into the mud, totally dum-
founding a group of newly arrived troops
watching a couple of first balloons tossing a
major — a CO yet — out into the mud!!! Ahhh,
those were the days!!!

NAGASKI EPILOGUE

The official mission report (page 1) gives
all the facts but doesn’t tell the whole story.

As all you seasoned combat veterans
know, the right way to hit a target such as
Nagasaki would be to come down the side of
the mountain with everything firewalled and on
out to the open sea. We didn’t do this. We came
in from the water, hit Nagasaki, and went on up
the side of the mountain. This accomplished
two things: surprised the Japs and gave us a
pretty good read out on the stalling speed of a
combat equipped B-25 — but we did make it
over the top.

After getting back to Yontan Strip, Captain
Brown and his Navigator were racked up pretty
good by some top brass for hitting the wrong
target. This was a little hard to understand at
the time because it wasn’t the first time the
405th or any other Squadron had hit the wrong
target.

Six days later, August 6, Hiroshima was hit
with the A-Bomb, and 3 days later, August 9,
Nagasaki was hit with the second atomic bomb
— but NOW you know!!!

PLAN NOW.
REUNION ’90

SEE YOU IN DAYTON, OHIO

823rd Squadron
Albert C. West
Representative

Not much can be written if there is no
scoop from the troops. A suggestion from
Al Barbour — have any of you out there
made a trip back to the SWPA? If so, why
not let us have your reaction. The tour Jack
“Joe” Doaks was working on never got off
the ground — not enough participants.

Something not pleasant to report —
we've lost our intelligence officer, Ad
Hewlett who lost his battle with cancer in
January. Ad served as Speaker of the House
in North Carolina after five terms in the
General Assembly, and ran for U.S. Senate
in 1960. Ad agreed to serve as 823rd
Squadron Historian, so now we need a
volunteer for that very interesting and
worthwhile position.

Prexy Johnson notes that in late June
‘45 planes of the 38th flew from Lingayen
Gulf, Luzon Island, Philippines to Puerto
Princess, Palawan Island, Philippines.
Primary targets of missions were the oil
fields at Balikpapan, Borneo. On 6/29 an
823rd plane while passing over the target at
low altitude was caught in the bomb blast
from B-24s bombing from higher altitude
and crashed several hundred yards off
shore. Killed were pilot Clarence Kowalski,
co-pilot Joseph Rapach, navigator Albert
Conradi, and engineer-gunner Rollie
Haskett. Two crew members in the tail sec-
tion survived and were rescued by the USN.
The bodies of Rapach and Heskett were
later recovered by Australian Forces and
buried in the Second Australian Beach
Group Temporary Cemetery at Balikpapan.
Does anyone know the names of the surviv-
ing radio man and rear gunner, who were
returned to the States shortly after the
crash? Are they members of the 38th BG
Association? Help!!!

Bill Hanrahan has resurrected a few of his
memories of the SWPA including issuance
to new arrivals of the 5th A.F. Fighter Com-
mand booklet “Escape from the Jungle”
upon arrival in Charters Towers, which pro-
vided hours of off-time study and entertain-
ment, along with pet dingo puppies, which
some service men collected.

The booklet demonstrated construc-
tion of a hammock and shelter, listed what
to eat in the jungle, “told us not to worry
about snakes”, explained Pidgin English
and the value of an Australian shilling
(about 34 cents U.S.) in native trade. One
shilling to a native would garner 3 to 9
pineapples, 3 dozen oranges, 36 pound of
yams, 15 to 30 coconuts, or 3 small bunches
of bananas, all of which sounded better
than the dehydrated mess hall fare,
predominantly Australian bully beef,
dehydrated potatoes and dehydrated cab-
bage — which could create some very in-
teresting flatulence problems as we cross-
ed the 13,000 foot Owen Stanley mountains.

Now, how about some of you other
823rd types jogging your memories and sen-
ding along a few notes about your own ex-
periences. If you are not confident about
your writing ability, just send along basic
facts and we'll do the rest.



