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2008 REUNION: Chick Alford and Bob Lamb have planned a super Reunion in Dayton so don’t miss it.
This year’s “38th Bomb Group Reunion” will be held at the “Holiday Inn Dayton Mall”,
31 Prestige Plaza Drive, Miamisburg, OH 45342, Ph: (937) 434-8030”. Check-in is 1 Oct.
Check-out is 5 Oct. Rate is $89 single or double occupancy. Also, you can arrive 3 days
earlier and/or depart 3 days later at the same $89 rate if rooms are available. The
Wright-Patterson USAF museum has many new memorabilia for us to see; plus, we plan
to visit the Bicycle Shop where Orville and Wilbur Wright built their first airplane. See the
enclosed package for Registration Form and more reunion details. Remember, you get
very little done by waiting until tomorrow; so, make your reservations now and be-sure to
tell them you are with the 38th BG reunion to obtain the $89 special room rate. You may
also check our website for late breaking reunion news: www.sunsetters38bg.com
SECRETARY/TREASURER: Orland Gage continues to do a super job handling our
finances; plus. he helps both David Gunn with the Newsletter and Tom Behrens with the
Website. He is the man for all seasons. See page 19 for his Association Finance report.
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NEWSLETTER: Three years ago last January David Gunn, with the help of Orland
Gage and Jim Thoren, started recording chronologically the “38th Bomb Group WW II
History” in our Association Newsletters. The September 2008 issue of our Newsletter will
complete the four year project of writing our WW II history from 1941 through 1945,
when the war ended. In an effort to perpetuate this history, these newsletters are available on our 38th BG website along with DVD interviews of 38 BG members, relating stories of their WW II experiences. .
38th BG WEBSITE: Tom Behrens, our webmaster, has continued to improve our website and it is one of the best on the web. Check it out: www.sunsetters38bg.com It is
super! Our 2005 thru 2008 Newsletters will be there with all of the 38th BG WW II history.
Newsletter stories published prior to 2005 will also be available. You can help to make
the website even better by sending, tapes and/or DVD interviews to Tom Behrens or me.
In addition, our reunion information will be updated with any important changes. See
Page 2 for our addresses, which are on the Association Contacts list.
AGENDA FOR BUSINESS MEETING: Several important issues will be decided at our
reunion business meeting in Dayton. We will elect Association officers for the years 2009
and 2010, plus we will determine where we will have our 2010 reunion. If anyone has
any additional agenda items for discussion at the meeting, please send them to me. My
email is: jackdet@hawaii.rr.com
In closing, please remember to say a prayer for our troops who are in harms way
fighting for this great country of ours:

The United States of America

IN EVER HONORED MEMORY

Jack DeTour
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From the Editor -

David Gunn
As Jack has noted on page 1, we will be complete our mission when
our next issue of THE SUN SETTERS is mailed on 1 September. Much
has changed since this mission was planned and we took off in late
2004. As originally proposed to the officers of the Association in St.
Louis, the mission was to publish a chronological history of the 38th
Bomb Group so that we could leave to our families and friends an orderly account of our part in World War II.
The publication date for Saga of the Sun Setters was uncertain and
our members were flying away leaving scant record and many questions
in the minds of our children and grand children of what we had done in
those long ago days. At this time, the publication date of our long looked
for and longingly awaited “Book” is still shrouded in uncertainty.
When we started this mission, our basic source of information was the
volume of newsletters which previous editors had put together. The stories that our members had contributed were recorded but in a random
pattern. We were going to draw those into a chronological history.
In St. Louis, Al Kennedy gave us a preview of pictures and research
materials collected by Larry Hickey. But that material was not yet in a
condition for us to use on this mission.
In the middle of 2005, Al made available to your Editor a preliminary
version of the research notes on a CD which we were able to use in the
late 2005 newsletters. Eventually we had a partial CD of photographs.
The officers gave approval for the expense of printing and mailing an
expanded newsletter. We went from eight pages in the January 2005
issue to 20 pages. Our history was necessarily a condensed version.
Al had made a great contribution to our mission and members.
Along the way, some of you have sent us your stories for which we
are grateful. Jim Thoren and Orland Gage have pulled bits of information
together and passed it to me to be woven into the columns of the newsletter. Jack has been there with constant encouragement and many of
you have been great encouragers, also.
In recent months, Jack has procured several CDs from Maxwell containing considerable additional historical information. Orland has spent
considerable time indexing the information to make it accessible for research. These may be made available to our membership. Most of the
actual mission reports are contained in this collection.
We could start all over to produce a better and more exhaustive record of our time in serving our country. However, us old geezers don’t
really have the time to do that task as it needs to be done. I feel that we
have accomplished the task we set out for ourselves and in a fashion
exceeding our original anticipations because of what became available
to us during our mission.
The experience has rewarded me with a great store of interesting information, much of it not related to the 38th, during my research. The
deadline pressure, not usually met, has been a nagging irritation, sometimes a bit depressing. But I have enjoyed doing what I have done.
Thanks to all for your help and patience.
A very interesting history of the scientific progress that ultimately
yielded “the bomb” and greatly distressed those who had pursued science for knowledge can be found at:
www.3rd1000.com/nuclear/cruc18.htm
And Internet search for Little Boy and for Fat Man will show Wikipedia articles which give a great deal of information and pictures.
Before I sign off this time, I suggest that you keep your eyes on the
Internet site for Bomber Legends. I wrote the article for them about the
bombing of Dagua on 17, 18 August 1943, the mission on which Maj.
Ralph Chelli was shot down. They will be posting the stories from all
their issue and will be adding new ones. They expect to be up soon.
www.bomberlegends.com
“The Sun Setters” is printed and mailed by Lewiston Printing, Lewiston, Idaho. Mrs.
Snyder and Kathy Morgan go out of their way to help. Without them, we could not get
the job done.
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THE WORLD AT WAR
CLIMAX IN EUROPE
It was announced on the German radio
on 1 May, 1945, that Hitler was dead. The
news reported that many of the German
civilians and solders were moving west as
fast as possible, hoping to be “captured” by
English, French or American forces.
In Italy the previously negotiated cessation of hostilities came on 2 May and the
5th Army 2nd Corps moved through Brenner Pass to southern Austria.
The last pockets of resistance in Berlin
were silenced by 3 May. The first meeting of
Russians and Americans took place on this
date at the Elbe River.
It was agreed on 7 May in negotiations
with the Germans, Americans, and Russians that all hostilities would cease on 9
May. In actuality, the western Allies and the
Germans ceased all combat on the seventh.
As the day for the surrender and cessation
of hostilities arrived, pockets of Germans
continued to fight rather than surrender to
the Russians.
On 8 May, the German forces in northern
Latvia surrendered to the Russians. They
had been cut off from other German forces
for several weeks.
Some German units in Czechoslovakia
continued to resist the Russian forces while
at the same time trying to reach the Americans to the west. But all resistance ceased
on 13 May.
In the south, Marshal Tito faced continued German resistance until a final surrender took place on 15 May.
In the last days before the surrender,
ships carrying men and material to Europe
were ordered in the mid Atlantic to proceed
to bases in the Pacific. They were to be reoutfitted in the theater for duty in the tropics
of the western Pacific. This would cause
considerable confusion but plans for the
final phase of the war were beginning to be
formed.
AFTERMATH
As the Russians had moved in to Germany, looting, pillaging, and rape swept
over the territories being taken. Russian had
suffered much at the hands of the Germans
in 1942 and 1943. It was time for payback.
The Russian military leaders, on orders
from Moscow carried out a widespread dismantling of German industrial facilities and
shipped the materials to Russia to rebuild its
industrial capabilities. German POWS were
sent along with the equipment to do the rebuilding of factories and cities despoiled by
the German armies in Russia.
Collections of art and books were taken
from noblemen and general libraries and
(Continued page 4, The World at War )

BLASTING THE ENEMY HOMELAND - - May Day came on Tuesday and it was a busy day for the Sun Setters.
In fact, May was to be a busy month for the 38th Bomb Group. Eight
separate missions were dispatched. The 823rd sent six B-25-Js to Formosa to bomb Kagi at low altitude after the city had been blasted by B24s bombing from higher altitude.
Upon arrival at the target, the planes found the city under a 2,500 foot
cloud layer and considerable smoke generated by the B-24s. Flying
through light rain, the planes attacked the city. They left with smoke covering the area caused by fires throughout the city to remind the Japs of
what they had done to Manila a few months earlier. The enemy had not
launched fighter interception but two planes were damaged by ack-ack.
All of the Mitchells returned safely.
Six Green Dragons were sent to follow up on the attack but weather
made it impossible to hit Kagi again. The planes turned for an attack on
another city, Heito. Fires were already burning as the planes made their
run on the target. They were met by a barrage of ack-ack from the
nearby air field. The town was plastered with frag bombs and more fires
were see as they left the area. Secondary explosions were observed to
result from some of the bombs. Later evaluation, using strike photos,
indicated that major damage had taken place.
The planes of the 822nd were informed by the returning 823rd leader
that Kagi was socked in and to head for Heito. In spite of the heavy
smoke caused by the recently departed 405th bombers, the Black Panthers thundered across the target with blazing guns and dropped their
(Continued page 4, Blastng the Enemy Homeland )

Blasting Heito town on Formosa
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loads of deadly 23-pound para-frag bombs. More fires were started and
secondary explosions at an alcohol refinery were observed. Full damage assessment could not be made because of all the smoke.
A single-ship weather reco flew up the west coast of Formosa. As this
plane returned to Lingayen, it strafed and bombed targets of opportunity. The strafing and bombing left total destruction of a long factory
building and another building in its wake.
Weather recos were also flown over the Cagayan Valley and Baguio.
A couple of “hecklers” were sent to Santa Fe to disturb the Japs remaining in the area. The first of May had established a heavy schedule of
activity for the rest of the month.
The following day, missions to Formosa were scrubbed because of
weather. Ground support missions were executed in various parts of
Luzon. Jap positions in the Cagayan Valley were visited with bombs and
bullets. Heckle missions to Santa Fe were limited by the weather. But
ten more missions were logged on 2 May.
Four single-ship weather recos and heckle missions entered the
books on 3 May but most of the crews and their planes had a little rest.
On 4 May, 41 planes took off for various missions. Weather recos
were sent up both the east coast and west coast of Formosa. Having
carried out their primary assignments, these planes left “calling cards”
from the 38th on rail yard equipment and installations, a saw mill, and a
couple of barracks areas with their guns and 500 pound bombs.
Fully loaded with 100 pound demolition bombs, 18 planes were assigned a primary target and a secondary target in support of U. S. Army
operations on Luzon. Since weather forced a change in the target, 264
of those bombs were dropped on the secondary target. The Japs had a
little luck when one of their few gun positions managed to shoot out one
engine of one of the planes. Forced to make an emergency landing at a
friendly airbase, the crew were returned to Lingayen without any injuries. An afternoon mission also hit the same secondary target. Machine
gun fire from those undaunted Japs on the ground managed to do some
minor damage to the Sun Setters.
A 405th plane flew to Mount Pinatubo to shower the Japanese military
in the area with surrender leaflets. Two heckle missions were flown that
night to the Baguio and Santa Fe area.
Two Formosa sugar mills and a rail yard were booked as targets on 5
May. The best weather since the first of the month was forecast over
Formosa. Eighteen planes from the 71st, 405th, and 822nd Squadrons
galloped down the Lingayen runway and roared into the air. As the
planes approached the general target area, the squadrons broke off to
their assigned objectives. “You hit some and you miss some” was the
report of the day but the hits scored significant damage and fires. .
A weather reco was flown to Formosa and another to the Cagayan
Valley. The enemy in the Santa Fe and Baguio areas were kept awake
by a night heckle mission.
The usual weather reco was sent up the west coast and down the
east coast of Formosa on 6 May. This plane dropped its “greetings” on a
rail yard and returned without any problems. Another such mission was
flown over the Cagayan Valley without any unusual incidents.
The main mission of the day was to rain destruction on Mato, Formosa. The Air Force was not going to let the Japs forget their depredation of Manila. The Black Panthers roared over the target with their
nose guns “burping” and dropped 22 500-pound incendiary bombs
throughout the main portion of the city. This was the first time the 38th
had used this type of bomb. The tail gunners were a bit disappointed in
making their observations but were sure their pilots had done a good
job.
The Terrible Tigers followed closely, hitting a sugar mill and alcohol
refinery at the edge of town. Seven of their big boomers hit in the target
area causing considerable destruction and an explosion. Seven more
(Continued page 5, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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shipped to Russian institutions. Scientists
and scholars, forced to move to Russia,
disgorged their knowledge to build a new
technological base for the Russian future.
German camps for undesirables were
turned into POW camps and the previous
occupants released. At the end of 1948, the
Russians admitted to still holding nearly
900,000 prisoners; the actual number may
well have been closer to three million.
Russian high officers, by the nature of
circumstance and by design, were largely
ineffective in controlling the actions of the
troop masses. Russia had never signed the
Geneva Convention protocol.
Wrist watches were taken, by force when
necessary, from civilians on the streets and
from patients in hospitals. Women were
commonly raped wherever they were found
- hospital nurses and patients, in the streets,
etc. Resistance by a woman or her husband
often resulted in the husband being shot on
the spot. The depraved acts often took
place to the embarrassment of family members forced to be witnesses.
Gang rapes were common. Groups of
women sat in listless groups retelling their
humiliation as they struggled to live on.
Thousands of women and young girls committed suicide to avoid rape or because of
being raped. There were unnumbered children of such experiences born in the following years.
A large number of the Russian soldiers
had come from areas in Russian that survived in very primitive conditions. Many of
them had never seen a flush toilet or other
very common conveniences that even the
lower classes in Germany considered ordinary. They were determined to get revenge
for the personal abuse and damage the
Germans had inflicted on their families and
homes.
The physical infrastructure was essentially non existent. Bridges were gone so
that highways and railroads, also severely
damaged, were of very limited value. Civic
buildings were often destroyed or severely
damaged.
Only slightly more than ten percent of the
houses in Berlin were undamaged and more
than thirty percent were totally destroyed.
Houses and buildings were commandeered
for military headquarters and housing, This
added to the numbers of homeless. Many of
the remaining houses and buildings were
only minimally habitable.
Starvation was evident everywhere. The
victorious armies could hardly provide
enough food for their forces. Disease was
everywhere and treatment for injured was
almost totally lacking. Venereal diseases
(Continued page 5, The World At War )
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was rampant and untreated.
In the areas controlled by the western
Allies, conditions were not quite as bad.
Allied commanders were overcome by the
conditions found in some of the German
death camps. The German SS had failed
to carry out Hitler’s orders to kill all the occupants. In some cases, Allied commanders forced their men to pass through the
camps to witness “man’s inhumanity to
man.” Many of the men of all ranks were
overcome by what they saw, sickened and
emotionally overwhelmed.
Local inhabitants were often forced to
tour the camps and see for themselves the
depraved brutality that had taken place in
their midst. They frequently claimed to
have had no knowledge of what was going
on in these camps.
The victims were released and replaced
by Army POWs, German Army personnel.
Additional camps for the several million
German military personnel were defined by
little more than fences on the Rhinelands.
Thousands of men died because of inadequate housing or rations.
Even in the west, prisoners were allocated to the various countries to rehabilitate the areas destroyed by Hitler’s rampaging forces. More were being held in
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.
Thousands upon thousands of civilians
roamed the countryside without shelter or
food and no means to secure necessities if
they were found. There were no institutions
for social order. The network of “community” was non-existent.
The tragic cost of Hitler’s egocentric ambition was a fulfillment of his own words,
uttered in a nearly forgotten past; “I have to
attain immortality even if the whole German nation perishes in the process.” (from
Liberal Facism, J. Goldberg)
As months passed, the lack of men to
head up the basic social unit was sorely
felt. The common soldiers needed to fill a
stark void and to energize the community
were being held as prisoners in nameless
places and unknown distances from the
fragments of family. The German populace
was crying out, “Where are our men?”
At a conference in Moscow in 1947, the
Allies agreed that they would release all
prisoners by the end of 1948. At he time of
the conference, the French still held over
600,000, the British 435,000, Belgium over
50,000, in Holland over 10,000, in the Balkans 300,000. Almost 31,000 were still in
American hands.
The agreement was partially carried out.
In 1979, there were believed to be almost
80,000 still being held, mostly in Russia.
(Continued page 6, The World At War)
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bombs were misses, only stirring up the mud in nearby rice paddies.
Seven more bombs sent shudders through a group of warehouse and a
like number created havoc in a residential area. The last two bombs rattled buildings in the nearby town of Sotsu. A few bursts of ack-ack were
thrown aloft by scattered defensive emplacements in the area.
The Green Dragons swept in for the final attack. With their prop
wash blowing the tree leaves and their guns blazing away, they observed several fires started by the earlier squadrons. Bombs were
dropped on two sugar mills, an alcohol refinery, some warehouses, and
the residential area. Because of the long delay settings on the fuses,
even the cameras failed to catch sight of the total damage left behind
them.
While all this was transpiring, one plane took off from Lingayen for a
rare mission. Aboard the plane were some Infantry officers assigned to
make observations over the Baguio area. The plane disappeared shortly
after takeoff and was never heard from again. Several search missions
over the next few days failed to resolve the mystery of this plane’s disappearance with its crew of six and with four Army observers.
On the following day, the Wolf Pack strafed and bombed Bagabag in
the Cagayan Valley. They also dropped propaganda leaflets to give the
Japs some late reading material. The 823rd and 405th followed with their
loads of 100 pound demolition bombs and a few thousand rounds of .50
caliber machine gun projectiles. Machine gun fire from a position in a
damaged warehouse scored a hit on the landing light of one of the
823rd planes.
Rest and maintenance were the order of the day on 8 May. Only four
planes took to the air to carry out the usual weather recos of Formosa
and the Cagayan Valley as well as a night heckle mission to entertain
the Japs near Baguio.
Word that the war in Europe had officially ended circulated everywhere. It was great for the guys “over there.” But there was a lot of business to be tended to over here - the wide Pacific. Just maybe there
would soon be some replacements for some of the Sun Setters that
had been in combat for two or three years. Just when the end would
come could not be foretold, hopefully soon. So back to work they went.
On 9 May, the usual weather reco to Formosa selected a few targets
for its bomb load after reporting the weather. A morning weather reco
made its run through Cagayan Valley. A smoke mission spread a good
cloud around Mt. Lameta for which the ground station expressed their
gratitude, “Wonderful job!” Higher command requested the delivery of
special mail to the Nipon Army, what remained of it, in the Cagayan Valley. Leaflets were delivered without difficulty. Capping off the day, two
planes gave the Japs in the Baguio area something to talk about and to
help keep them awake after dark since the 38th was unable to deliver
gallons of hot, highly caffeinated beverage.
By now, some of the men had visited the devastated city of Manila.
Their eye witness reports added to the volume of reports about the
atrocities visited upon those who had survived the Battle of Bataan and
other battles. The thought of those same cruelties being poured out on
some of those comrades of the 38th Bomb Group who had survived
crashes near enemy targets was always on the minds of the Sun Setters. The Japs had never signed the Geneva Articles of War and ignored all international agreements regarding the treatment of POWs.
With these thoughts ever lingering in their minds. The men of the
38th had few compunctions about carrying out their missions to wreck
devastation in enemy territory.
So it was, “The Happy Hearted Arson Association” took flight on 10
May to carry out a coordinated mission with the 345th Bomb Group,
stationed at Clark Field. The 345th was to be the first over Kari Town on
Formosa. The objective of the day on this return trip to Kari was to burn
the town to the ground.
(Continued page 6, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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Two flights of Green Dragons swept over the target through the
smoke left by the 345th. Over 13,000 rounds of .50 caliber ammo
pierced the fragile walls of buildings in the city. Twenty-four 500-pound
incendiary bombs were dropped into target area along with drifting
clouds of Japanese and Formosan language leaflets.
The 822nd Squadron had a bit of difficulty in following the intended
headings for their run over the target but managed to clear the area
without too much confusion. The 71st swept in to deliver 15,000 rounds
of ammo from its nose guns and 22 more 500-pounders. The group
scored hits on many residential buildings, warehouses, a power station,
the alcohol plant, and car loads of sugar cane. Photographs showed the
bursts of the white phosphorus incendiary bombs which confirmed that
the mission had blanketed the intended target. There was no question
that the mission had been successful.
On 11 May, the assigned mission was a return to Kagi. The lead was
assigned to the 822nd Squadron. The bomb load was more of those
500-pound incendiaries. For some reason, as they closed in on the target, the navigator insisted that it could not be the designated target.
After a brief delay and more observation, the lead pilot took matters into
his own hands and turned to hit the target, a bit late and to one side.
But the following 71st, got it right and dropped its 26 bombs on the eastern half of the city. The 823rd followed closely and delivered 30 bombs
to the central part of the city. Another bomb group had arrived ahead of
schedule and began its attack. The 823rd was forced to pull up and
away from the target.
The 405th planes brought up the rear of the attack threading their
way through the towers of smoke and avoiding the early arriving planes
of another attack. They dropped 22 additional 500-pound phosphorus
bombs and continued strafing the towns and hamlets on their course to
the coast. There, the Sun Setters assemble to return to Lingayen. As
with previous missions, the pictures could not show all the destruction
poured out on the target because of smoke and the delay set into the
bomb fuses but the mission was considered a success based on the
shortened observations made as the group left the area. Two planes
were slightly damaged by light ack-ack.
While most of the Sun Setters rested or caught up on maintenance
on 12 May, three planes did the weather thing and then left explosive
“calling cards”. Another checked the weather in the Cagayan Valley and
another left those “greetings” leaflets scattered here and there in the
valley. Three more planes sang so loudly after dark that Japs near Baguio and Ipo Dam were unable to catch their needed winks.
The usual armed reco took off early on 13 May for the Formosa area.
The plane was not carrying bombs and was only able to spray a damaged train with .50 caliber ammo. The Japs in the area replied with
some rather intense ack-ack. This response forced the plane to head
home, limping a little.
ALCOHOL BUSTERS
The supply lines for oil from the far flung “Co-prosperity Sphere” had
been cut and Japan was running short of this vital ingredient to keep its
military machine rolling and flying and for keeping the gears of vital war
industry turning. Formosa had become the source for vital alcohol to be
used for fuel. The 308th Bomb Wing set its sights on the destruction of
the sugar mills and alcohol refineries scattered throughout the Island.
Who better to turn to than those long experienced low altitude strafing
and bombing specialists, the 38th Bomb Group?
Col. Hawes grabbed the order and ran with it. Two specially chosen
crews from each squadron were chosen to make up of the team of specialists. Hawes, having been a teacher and football coach, brought the
crews together to set up the strategy for their task. The known locations
of several sugar mills and alcohol refineries on Formosa were carefully
plotted on maps. Photographs of the terrain around each location were
carefully studied. Ack-ack emplacements in the surrounding areas were

BURMA, INDIA
On 1 May, with the British naval units just
off shore, two Gurka battalions floated
down under parachutes to land at the
mouth of the Irrawaddy River south of Rangoon. The next day troops came ashore
from the ships. Advancing up the river, they
found that the Japanese had abandoned
Rangoon.
The last route which the straggling Japanese troops could use in leaving the central
valley of the Irrawaddy was blocked north of
Rangoon. Within a few days the troops advanced from Rangoon to meet the British
units that had been stalled by the typhoon
50 miles to the north.
Other units were moving down the coast
from the north. Having achieved their objective in the Rangoon area, preparations for
the invasion of Malay were begun. Other
forces were being trained and prepared in
India for this next phase. Moping up of scattered Japanese groups continued until the
middle of June. A grand parade marched
through the streets of Rangoon on 14 June
to celebrate the Burma victory.
The launch of action in Malay was set for
September 9. However, with the Japanese
surrender on 14 August, Admiral Lord
Mountbatten received the surrender of Singapore on 29 August.

(Continued page 7, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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DUTCH EAST INDIES
Australian armies landed at Tarakan Island on the east coast of Borneo on May 1.
It was planned that RAAF engineers would
activate the airbase on Tarakan within ten
days to support the planned invasion of
Borneo at Balikpapen.
Engineers tried to find suitable gravel
and sand to stabilize the ground at the air
field so that it would support the heavier
Allied planes. The strip was not opened for
operations until 28 June.
Tarakan also had very productive oil
fields. The crude oil pumped from its wells
was of the highest quality and could be
pumped directly into ship’s bunkers without
further refining. The first oil pump to be restored by the Aussies was on 27 June.
The tenacious defense put up by the
small Japanese force on Tarakan kept the
invaders occupied into July. The small
Japanese force took heavy casualties as
they gradually retreated to prepared caves
in the thick jungle on the north of the island.
It was 21 June before Tarakan was declared secure. But a few fanatical remnants
held out. The Japs continued to extract significant casualties until they themselves
were killed or starved in late August.
The Aussies, from top to bottom, did not
believe that the men on their casualty list
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warranted such a costly operation at this
stage of the war.
On 10 June, Australian troops, supported by British and American naval units
landed in Brunei Bay in the northwest of
Borneo. Some smaller islands in the area
were also occupied. In three days, the
town of Brunei was liberated.
On 1 July, Aussie forces landed near
Balikpapan. The Aussies suffered considerable losses as the Jap guns fired from
caves and tunnels. Supported by strong
naval gun fire and their tanks, the Aussies
continued moving forward.
Supplies, equipment and additional
troops continued to land and reinforce the
invasion group. Some fighting continued
until the local Japanese commander complied with the surrender orders from Tokyo
and laid his sword down on 8 September.
CHINA
With the war in Burma moving toward
the south and supplies now flowing freely
from India to China over the Stilwell/Burma
Road, Chinese forces on the Burma border
were redeployed against the Japs in South
China. Pressure was mounted against the
enemy’s corridor from North China to its
enclaves in the port areas on the South
China coast.
Chinese forces reoccupied Foochow on
10 May. Preparations for the offensive to
liberate the Hong Kong/Canton enclaves
were put into motion in early June. The
Chinese forces continued nipping at the
heels of the withdrawing Japanese armies
until the surrender of Japan was announced in August.
In the north, the Russians declared war
on Japan on 8 August after the first atomic
bomb was dropped. The Japanese armies
in Manchuria retreated in a rout before the
Russians who penetrated up to 250 miles
into the territory long held by the Japs.
The Russians began their occupation of
the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin Island, the
far northern Japanese home islands.
NEW GUINEA
The Japanese base at Wewak being
held by a meager and starving garrison,
was reoccupied by the Aussies on 11 May.
It had been isolated for over 18 months.
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
On Luzon, the areas of Japanese troops
still resisting were divided and isolated
from one another as well as from supply
lines from the homeland.
On the northeastern side of Luzon the
Japanese continued resisting the Americans in the Cagayan valley. The port on
the north coast, Aparri, was no longer
(Continued page 8, The World At War )
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also plotted. These charts were carefully studied by the selected crews
and attack courses were charted as well as the best withdrawal routes.
Each crew became a close-knit surgical team. The alcohol “pipe line” to
Japan was to be severed.
The first of the “Alcohol Buster” strikes was scheduled for 13 May, target Byoritsu. Lieutenants Glynn C. Burch and Amos L. Saulsbury brought
their planes in low on the tree tops. Their 500-pounders were delivered
right on the target. Explosions and flames engulfed the central buildings
of the refinery. They returned to Lingayen without a scratch. Photographs
showed that this first “Alcohol Buster” mission was a great success. The
priority list of refineries was to get shorter as the weeks went by with

“Busting” at Byoritsu, Formosa
more “Buster” missions going into the record.
May continued with a heavy schedule of missions such as the first part
of the month. On 17 May, an 823rd plane in a flight scheduled to bomb
Nisui, experienced an engine failure during takeoff. The pilot turned the
plane out over the Lingayen Gulf and ditched a mile and a half from
shore. All men were picked up and returned to the base safely. Following the bombing and strafing of the Nisui rail yards, an 823rd plane experienced an engine failure and was forced to ditch after reaching the
coast. Those angels of the Air/Sea Rescue Services were right there and
rescued the crew.
Also on the 17th, another attack on the Koryu railroad bridge did not
end so favorably. After dropping its bombs, one 405th wing man was hit
by anti-aircraft fire. The plane nosed up to approximately 500 feet and
then nosed over and crashed near the bridge. All men were killed.
An Alcohol Buster mission on the 17th hit its target and the planes
swept away to return to Lingayen. Flying low through the hills and
headed for the sea, they were fired upon from ack-ack emplacements
above them on the hills. One round of machine gun fire shattered the
cast iron below the handles of the upper turret guns, imbedding pieces of
iron into the gunner’s arms and hands. One piece tore a hole in the front
part of his flack vest, but did not penetrate through. The flak suit had
proved its worth and another life was saved.
The weather over Formosa during the latter part of the month changed
the missions to ground support on Luzon. Three squadrons delivered
1,110 para-frags through a large area where Jap troops were holding out
near Penablanca on Luzon on 21 May. The following day, one plane was
sent out to guide an A-20 group in a ground support mission near Santa
Fe. With its guns blazing on each pass, the plane guided one squadron
(Continued page 8, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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at a time over the target area. Another plane performed a similar mission in the afternoon and the ground station expressed considerable
gratitude for the assistance.
On the 23rd, Major Torgerson took the Wolf Pack aloft for a medium
altitude ground support bombing mission. After the dropping their
bombs and heading for home, Torgerson then guided two 345th squadrons over the target for what the ground station called “a satisfactory
mission.” These missions to guide other bombers across their targets
were not unusual for the more experienced Sun Setters.
During May, the Alcohol Busters made it possible to scratch 13 refineries from the list handed down from the 308th Bomber Command.
With the new month of June, weather over Formosa grew more unfavorable for missions by the Sun Setters. A larger portion of the June
missions would be ground support. A weather reco through the Cagayan Valley became a regular part of the daily schedule.
One of the missions dispatched on 1 June was for the Green
Dragon Alcohol Buster Team. The target on Formosa was the Byoritsu
refinery. The approach to the target was right by the playbook. While
crossing an open field, a large mine exploded just in front of the wingman. Mud and debris were hurled high into the air. The pilot made a
quick turn to avoid the debris and took an explosive round in the tail
section which killed the tail gunner when it exploded inside the fuselage. Another such round close to the radio compartment injured the
radio operator. Both pilots were able to drop their bombs in strategic
areas of the refinery and supporting rail facilities.
The actual results of support missions were not always observable.
On 3 June, three squadrons took off after a rain delay to hit an area in
the Cagayan Valley. The mission was executed in accordance with the
assignment but no real results were observed other than a few small
fires being ignited. A few days later, a message was forwarded to the
38th Bomb Group which reported that 117 Jap troops had been killed
by the attackers and 37 more had been wounded.
On this day, a weather reco flight to Formosa spotted a lone oneman raft just off the coast. The man in the raft, a P-51 pilot, had been
floating there for more than 20 hours. Several native canoes hovered
not far away. Lt. Brown assumed the group were enemies and strafed
the area, sinking some craft and scattering the group. He radioed for a
rescue plane which appeared shortly and rescued the lone man in the
water. Brown continued his assigned mission with a special degree of
satisfaction. Unfortunately, the people in the canoe group were not enemies and some had been killed, regrettably.
Sadly, the weather reco sent out on 4 June just disappeared. Bomber
Command had received their call and they were told to stand by. That
was the last heard from the crew of the plane. This event initiated a
string of mysterious happenings.
On 5 June, a mission was dispatched to northern Formosa. Weather
forced the group to turn south for an attack on Jap positions in the Cagayan Valley. As they left Formosa, they spread out to perform a
search for the missing plane and saw nothing.
The regular Formosa weather reco, plane 188, on 6 June failed to
return. The 38th was beginning to wonder if there was some enemy
conspiracy at work. It was later learned that Jap ack-ack had forced a
quick emergency ditching.
On 6 June, plane 260 was conducting a search for the plane that
vanished on 4 June. Suddenly, the Group Radio Section received a
message that 260 was having trouble with weather and its gas was running low. There were no further messages from 260. This only heightened the mystery and fueled more speculations.
The story of 260 would cover the next two days. The plane was piloted by Major Blair. The plane had circled the last known location of
the original mystery plane for more than two hours seeing nothing but
choppy dark waters. Major Dreese had finished his combat tour and
was waiting for orders to return to the States. He had flown that day as
(Continued page 9, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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available for support by sea from Formosa
and the homeland to the north. American
naval units blockaded the ocean channels
and their planes dominated the skies.
At Balete Pass, the entrance to the Cagayan Valley from the south, The Japs put
up a strong resistance. On 13 May, the U. S.
I Corps cleared the pass for entrance into
the Cagayan Valley.
U. S. Army forces moved slowly down the
valley, meeting stiff resistance from time to
time. On 20 June, Filipino guerrillas working
south from the north coast met up with the
advancing Americans.
On 23 June, the 511th Parachute Regiment dropped a battalion-strength force at
an air field south of Aparri. They quickly
seized control of the area. Joining the guerillas, they moved south to meet the 37th Division moving north. Only a small force of
Japanese remained in the Sierra Madre east
of Aparri. Isolated and without supplies or
communication, they became a pitiful and
emaciated contingent.
Other pockets of Japanese on Luzon were
gradually reduced to impotency during May
and June. As the month ended, the Luzon
campaign also ended.
The Luzon campaign had involved more
troops than U. S. troops in the Mediterranean campaigns in North Africa, Italy and
southern France. It was the largest campaign of the Pacific war. Ten divisions and
five independent regiments had done battle
on Luzon.
The Southern Philippines
General MacArthur regarded it a personal
moral duty to liberate all of the peoples on
the Philippine Islands. The liberation of
Leyte, Mindoro, and Luzon, though a major
part of his commitment, were only the first
part of the task.
In early February, he ordered the American 8th Army, under General Eichelberger,
to prepare for the liberation of the southern
islands. Five Operation Victor campaigns
were defined and planned in a short time.
Between the end of February and the end of
July, the 8th Army would make more than
50 landings in the southern Philippines. Several of these were operations of major importance.
Eichelberger had learned much since the
painful days at Buna in the Fall of 1942.
Within his forces were specially trained small
groups that could take independent effective
action quickly.
On 28 February, landings were made on
Palawan to enable control of the south China
Sea passages. Air operations from here
would support the planned liberation of Borneo and its valuable resources.
(Continued page 9, The World At War)
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Japanese resistance was broken in eight
days followed by mop up operations. Improvement of the airfield would take longer
than planned due to soil conditions. Air
support for the Zamboanga landings had to
be found in another quarter.
Zamboanga was located at the southwestern end of a long peninsula stretching
west and south of the main body of Mindanao. Fortunately, guerrilla forces had
generally controlled an air field 175 miles
northeast of Zamboanga since early in the
war. It had been supplied by submarines
and more recently by planes from Morotai
and then Leyte. On 3 April, a small detachment of Infantry was flown in to Dipalog to
assure full control of the field. A Marine
Fighter Squadron arrived to provide support for ground forces hitting the beaches.
On 10 March, 8th Army troops landed in
the Zamboanga area and Jap resistance in
the area ended on 23 March.
On 18 March, landings were made on
Panay Island between Leyte and Mindanao. This was followed by landings near
Cebu City on Cebu Island in the same
area.
The city was the second largest city in
the Philippines. The landing forces met stiff
resistance from prepared positions in the
hills back of the city. The Japs had taken
significant portions of their military units on
these islands to support their defense of
Leyte. With the reduction in force, the defense of the lesser islands was weakened.
The American forces applied great pressure and overcame the resistance in the
central mountains quickly.
On 29 March Americans landed south of
the capital city on Negros welcomed by a
formation of guerrillas in starched kaki uniforms. As on most of the islands, guerrillas
controlled the countryside of the island.
The Jap occupying army was confined to
the cities and larger towns and ports. Their
hold on these areas was quickly broken
and they retreated to the rugged central
mountains. Their redoubts were approachable only by foot soldiers who worked in
small units to divide the enemy into non
effective, small, isolated groups of men
without food and supplies.
On Bohole Island, Americans landed on
11 April. The enemy was overwhelmed in
short order.
MacArthur was preparing to use the islands for training and staging of forces for
the final assault on Japan, expected before
the end of the year. Air bases were quickly
constructed everywhere, sometimes with
difficulty because of the nature of soil.
On 20 June, U. S. Army Headquarters in
the area declared that the recapture of
(Continued page 10, The World At War )
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the navigator, wanting to make an effort to find his friends. Finding nothing at this location, Dreese plotted a course to the southern tip of Formosa for a second search.
Shortly after beginning the second search, they sighted a life raft with
five or six men. These men were the crew of plane 188. The radio operator began sending messages about the location of the raft being
tossed around in rough seas. The plane continued to circle the area,
waiting for a rescue plane or boat to arrive.
Eventually, the pilot made another check of his fuel gages. They circled the raft and set course for home. The order to transfer fuel was
given. The gages soon showed that no fuel was being moved from the
bomb bay tank to the wing tanks. In the ensuing minutes, several efforts
were made, using different emergency procedures, to move the fuel. All
efforts yielded no success. Blair gave the order to throw everything that
was loose overboard. Soon the message was sent; “Weather closing in
– visibility two miles – running out of gas – flying 180 degrees.”
Before long, the fuel gages were bouncing on empty and Major
Blare brought the plane close to the water. All crew members had taken
positions for ditching. The plane settled lower and suddenly, a good
sized wave smacked the tail so hard that much of the tail section broke
away. Just as suddenly, the plane sank rapidly and nosed into another
wave. The water over the nose broke the windshield and shattered
glass splattered into the faces of the pilots.
In quick reaction, the copilot released the top escape hatch and
quickly exited the plane, followed by the navigator, But Major Blare was
having trouble and Major Dreese went to his aid, cutting the pilot’s flight
suit which was caught on an obstacle in the compartment, and releasing the pilot. Further hindering Blare’s escape was the fact that he had
incurred a broken ankle. As the two left the plane, the men who had
been in the radio compartment and had released the life raft, paddled to
pick up the four men from the front compartment. The plane soon sank
from sight in the rough water.
With one man lying on the edge of the raft, they were able to lay the
pilot in a stretched out position. The late afternoon sun sank below the
horizon and the raft with its six men tossed on the stormy sea throughout the night. Soon after daybreak, they observed land in the distance northern Luzon. In mid morning rescue planes flew above them but
their distress signal flares were not seen. Finally, a flight of B-25s
passed low overhead on its way to Formosa. They were spotted before
they could fire a flare. Two of the planes dropped lower and circled
them. One of two life rafts dropped was close enough to secure for extra space.
With help from the B-25s, a Catalina and a B-17, soon appeared.
Because of the rough sea, the Catalina could not land. But the B-17
soon released the “Juke Box” emergency boat strapped to its belly. The
boat floated down on two parachutes and landed quite near the two
rafts. The men had little difficulty getting into the boat until they tried to
move Major Blair. Soon all were on board.
Seeing approaching PT Boats, the men did not try to start the “Juke
Box” engine. One PT boat arrived; they transferred into it. They transferred to the second boat when it came along side which had men and
equipment better suited to care for their injuries. The PT radioed their
base to have an ambulance ready to take Major Blare to a hospital.
Upon arrival at the shore base, they found no ambulance waiting.
After some wait, the men were finally taken back to Lingayen on an
Army crash boat. Ambulances were waiting after the nine hour voyage
and the men at last received the special care they deserved.
After 260 had left the raft full of men tossing in rough seas and
headed south, an American submarine rescued the crew of 188, some
of whom were injured. But the sub had continued on its mission under
radio silence so it was several days before word of the rescue was received. Unfortunately, the radio operator had succumbed to his injuries
and was buried at sea. The messages sent out while 260 was circling
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over them had resulted in the rescue of the 188 crew. But the crew of
the plane that had disappeared on 4 June were never found.
During a bombing, strafing, and leaflet dropping run over the target on
15 June, Lt. Tischbien of the 71st, ran into a flock of birds. One of them
hit the left wing landing light, smashing it. The plane blew a tire on landing and the prop dug into the ground but the plane was otherwise undamaged and the crew was safe.
The damage at the Shoka rail yards had been partially repaired and
traffic was moving through. So the 38th was dispatched again on 19
June to hit this rail junction, vital to the Japanese. The 71st led the
Group and considerable damage had been done. When the 405th was
flying across the target, two planes got tangled together. One plane left
part of its tail assembly in the rail yard in addition to bullets and bombs.
The other plane had one engine knocked out of commission. Fortunately, both were able to return to Lingayen safely.
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Panay, Negros, Bohol, Palawan, and Cebu
Islands had been achieved.
In all of these operations, U. S. forces
had been aided by guerrilla groups who not
only provided manpower for some operations but valuable intelligence information.
The various groups were usually under the
leadership of American officers and enlisted
men who had escaped from Bataan, or retired officers who had refused to leave the
Philippines. An Australian who had escaped from Borneo headed a group. Even
a Syrian mining engineer in the islands
when war broke out, refused to leave and
headed up a group of guerrillas.

The Mindanao Story
On 17 April, a landing was made on the
larger body of Mindanao, the final major
objective in setting the whole of the Philippines free of the long and brutal occupation
by the Japanese.
Mindanao was the second largest of the
Philippine Islands. It was a more formidable
objective. The Japanese had expected that
MacArthur would launch his return to the
Philippines with an invasion of eastern Mindanao. They had prepared heavy defensive
positions in the Davao area. Awaiting the
Americans on Mindanao were 43,000 Japanese troops.
However, they had been cut off from
sources of badly needed military supplies
and equipment and food after the invasion
The Shoka Rail Yards get some special attention
of Leyte and the great naval battle that had
ensued. Further, they were continually harDETACHED SERVICE ON PALAWAN - BOMBING BALAKPAPAN
On 24 June, every available plane in the group was ordered to move assed by a well organized guerrilla force of
to Palawan Island, over 600 miles to the south, In the following days the 24,000. These “patriots” were under the
38th would fly missions in coordination with the 42nd Bomb Group to command of Col. Wendell Fertig, an AmeriBalikpapan on the east coast of Borneo in preparation for a landing by can reservist who had escaped from
Bataan in 1942.
Aussies forces in July. The missions were long, exceeding 10 hours.
Fertig’s little army controlled much of the
Two days later on their second mission to Balikpapan, a voice in very
plain English came over their radios asking several question about their island and the Japanese were confined to
mission and suggesting changes Col. Hawes quickly decided that this their occupied zones in the major ports and
was a well-educated-in-America Japanese trying to sabotage the mis- along the major roads which were few and
sion. He pressed on to the target as planned. A 40 mm projectile en- hardly deserved to be called highways.
In late March, Marine aircraft from Zamtered the tail section of one plane, exploding and sending a fragment
that pierced the helmet of the tail gunner. The plane left the formation at boanga and Dipalog were giving support to
once and headed for Sanga Sanga for emergency care. However, the Fertig’s men at Malabang. By April 5, they
were actually operating from the strip.
injuries resulted in the gunner’s death that night.
In early April, Col. Fertig had advised the
The same broadcasts on the bomber frequency by the educated Jap
were heard in following days. But authentication procedures had been American Headquarters that he “owned
Malabang and its airfield” on Illana Bay.
established and the enemy efforts were nullified.
On 25 June, The turret gunner on one plane noted an explosion un- The bay was located at the northeast coast
der the left wing of another 71st plane as they finished their run over the of Moro Gulf which separated the Zambotarget. The pilot maintained control and left the formation to return to anga peninsula from the eastern and major
their base. He soon concluded that he needed to return to the area portion of Mindanao.
Fertig was also able to give Headquarwhere a number of ships were anchored in preparation for the invasion
and ditched near a cruiser. The crew was quickly recovered from the ters a better accounting of Japanese forces
water by boats from the cruiser and shortly transferred to a Catalina res- opposing them. His estimate of nearly
cue plane that landed nearby. The Cat took the men to Morotai where 43,000 was almost 30 percent greater than
they spent a few days in the hospital. The crew started hitch hiking back Eighth Army estimates and only off by a
few hundred. Only about 15,000 could be
to Lingayen arriving on 30 June.
classed as trained combat personnel.
(Continued page 11, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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Malabang was about 120 miles west of
Davao. The Americans landed without opposition at Parang, about 20 miles southeast of Malabang a few days after the
Malabang landing in mid April and had
headed east toward Davao along “Highway
1”. It was important that they move quickly
before the Japanese could react to this
threat from the “back door of Davao.”
They set out for Davao. They soon
learned that the near by Mindanao River
was navigable for 35 miles parallel to Highway 1. This enabled small boats to move
larger amounts of supplies along the first
55 miles toward their objective
At this point, Kabacan, was a juncture
with the Sayre Highway which headed
north through a pass in the mountains to
the north coast at Macajalar Bay. Kabacan
was easily occupied on 23 April.
Fleeing Japs melted into the mountains
north of the highway.
Part of the American forces that had
reached Kabacan on the 23rd, renewed
their rapid push to the east coast on the
24th and reached Digos on the western
shore of Davao Gulf on the 27th. The
shores were cleared of enemy units for 15
miles south of Digos in quick order.
Fresh units from Malabang started north
from Digos on 28 April for Davao, 20 miles
distant. By 2 May they had met little to no
resistance and walked into Davao. The
Japanese defenders had drifted away into
the mountains west of the Gulf.
The American 24th Division consolidated positions around Davao and brought
up more forces. Various groups thrust into
the mountain areas behind Davao on the
west and north. The untended and overgrown hemp plantations northwest of Davao presented a formidable obstacle to the
American advance. Trees growing as high
as 20 feet were now a thick jungle with
trees as close as one foot. Small groups
thrashing their way through the growth did
not know they were close to an enemy until
gunfire from five or six feet distance confronted them.
The 24th Division forces finally managed to break the Japanese lines of defense by mid June. Contact had been
made with guerrilla forces along the coast
north of Davao. In mid June, the task of
cleaning out the pockets of resistance remaining in the mountains was turned over
to the guerrillas who were much more familiar with the terrain over which they had
been harassing the Japs for three years.
Fragmented units of Japanese moved
further into the mountains to sit out the rest
of the war.
(Continued page 12, The World At War )
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On 29 June, the mission started off wrong when one plane preparing
for takeoff slid off the runway. What followed was further trouble. Arriving at the designated point for contact with the assigned air-borne controller, there seemed to be confusion. B-24s were also standing by to
bomb the same target given to the B-25s. The controller didn’t seem to
know what he was doing and some crews heard him telling the B-24s to
go ahead and bomb at the same time the B-25s were bombing.

Balikpapan gets pulverized
While some of the planes were in their bomb run they were flying
through a shower of dropping bombs from the heavies overhead, One
823rd plane suffered damage to a wing and headed for the water. When
Lt. Kowalski ditched off shore, the front nosed into the water and the
three men in the front compartment were killed. The two men in the tail
section were rescued. Kowalski had been scheduled to return to the
States but had volunteered for the temporary duty from Palawan.
At Palawan, most of the bomb loads were 100-pound Napalm bombs
but demolition bombs were carried on some planes for some missions.
By the end of the month, the designated target area had been heavily
bombed and flattened. The Sun Setters had demonstrated to the 42nd
that takeoffs at 15 second intervals and landings at 20 second intervals
were quite feasible, The senior B-25 group in the theater was demonstrating its skills accumulated during its long term of service.
There were a few planes left at Lingayan that did not have long range
fuel capacity. During the night of 22 June, three of these plane were fitted with smoke tanks. The next morning they took off for the northern
Cagayan Valley and in three runs, created an 11 mile smoke curtain to
conceal the dropping of paratroopers. The landing of the troops was
carried out without a hitch while the planes watched the dropping of the
varicolored parachutes.
The rumors of a move had been circulating for a few weeks. It really
was only a question of when. Targets on Formosa did not seem to be
worthy of more attention.
July dawned with a bright and beautiful sun throwing its silvery
beams out across Lingayen Gulf and then small specks appeared in the
skies. Anxious eyes turned to the south to watch the beautiful formation
of B-25’s of the Sun Setters returning to their home base after completing operations against Borneo from Palawan.
No missions were scheduled in the first days of the month. The line
men had lots of time to work on the planes and put them in first class
shape. There was formation practice and new crews that had arrived
were oriented into the strategy and routines of the Sun Setters. Pilots
had the opportunity to get some Link Trainer “flying time” on the new
equipment recently received in the Group.
Since coming to Lingayen and with the large auditorium which offered
(Continued page 12, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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a great basketball court, basketball had been the principle sport activity.
Chaplin Reilly, as Special Services Officer, headed up the organization
of inter-squadron and inter-organization competition. There were ten
teams made up of officers and others of enlisted men in the 38th. The
teams shaped up quickly and games were played three times a week.
Before long, there were capacity crowds at the games encouraging
their favorite team. The 71st Squadron enlisted men soon surged into
the lead in the Group league.
Before long, the best players from the various teams were picked to
make up the 38th BG All Stars. This team engaged in an inter-organizational league. By early July, the All Stars, coached by Major Van
Fleet, were playing outstanding basketball and leading all other teams
in the league. But in the middle of July, their “season” came to an
abrupt end as the Sun Setters began preparing to move. They had
won 20 of their 21 games. They had avenged their one loss to the 86th
Fighter Wing by defeating them in a hard fought game, 31 - 27. Three
of the All Stars were former college stars - Lt. Bert Cooper, Lt. Jack DeTour, Sgt Roy Evans.
On 7 July, all four squadrons took off to strike the Toyo Sugar Refinery, located at Getsubi, Formosa. The target facility had a capacity to
supply the Japs with synthetic aviation fuel. The Group was led by the
71st Squadron followed by the 405th, 822nd, and the 823rd.
Approaching the target area in a six-plane abreast formation, the
71st dropped a total of twenty-four 500-pounders throughout the target
area. There was meager, light, inaccurate machine gun fire from the
north section of Kari Town and from the railroad bridge three miles west
of the target. While over the target, the right engine of Lt. Harold Tiddens’ plane burst into flames. After reaching the water off Formosa, the
pilot pulled the damaged craft up to approximately 500 feet, The right
wing, weakened by the fire, fell off. Immediately the airplane made a
final plunge into the sea and exploded. There were no survivors.
The 405th followed the 71st dropping another 24 of the 500pounders as did the 822nd. The 823rd, gave the target a final drubbing
with 250-pounders, most of which were in the target but nearby rail
yards and a power plant were also bombed and strafed. Photo assessment revealed that the primary target area had been left in total destruction. This was the final mission from Lingayen for the Sun Setters
except for leaflet dropping missions and courier runs.
During their last weeks at Lingayen, many of the men were eager to
see Manila, “The Pearl of the Orient.” Loads of men were flown to Manila regularly by the 38th Bomb Group’s own C-47 on a four-day holiday. The opportunity provided a great lift to Group morale.
OKINAWA, HERE WE COME
On 14 July. an Advance Echelon left for Okinawa to begin setting
things in order for their new camp. In the following days, more men and
equipment were moved to Okinawa by the C-46s and C-47s of the 54th
Troop Carrier Wing. The camp site was selected, a few tents erected,
and the administrative activity registered the Group’s presence.
Back at Lingayen, others began dismantling the best camp they had
had in three years of foreign service. Everything that could be moved
was prepared for shipment to the north. Even the chickens some men
had were crated for the voyage.
Finally, they were scheduled for loading on 25 July, only to be forced
to yield to units with a higher priority. The LSTs rammed their noses
into the beach on 26 July. Sand ramps were scooped up by bull dozers
to the LST loading ramps. Late in the day the loading began. As darkness approached, the rising tide threatened the sand piers. After several hours of sandbag filling and placing, the piers were stable and unthreatened. Loading was resumed. By noon on the 27th, loading was
completed, ramps raised, and the vessels pulled away from the beach
and anchored among many ships in the Gulf.
The men found life aboard the ships quite enjoyable and most found
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Meanwhile, a Regimental Combat Team
of the American 31st Division was brought
from the west to the highway junction at
Kabacan. They prepared to drive toward
the north coast. They faced 17,500 Japanese of whom only a third were trained
combat infantry.
The Japanese General deployed the
trained forces to delay the American advance up Sayre Highway. The remainder
were left to fend for themselves in the
mountains east of the highway.
Because an American landing at Macajalar Bay on the northern coast had been
anticipated, most of the defensive forces
had been deployed along the northern section of the highway. Condition of the road to
the south would make it extremely difficult
to re-deploy units to the south once the
Americans pushed northward from Kabacan.
Bridges over ravines were destroyed by
guerrillas as soon as they were repaired.
For the Japs, the use of their motorized
vehicles and wheeled equipment was almost impossible.
On the afternoon of 17 April, Infantry
units of American 31st Division moved out
of Kabacan. They continued moving on into
the night. At 2200, they ran into their first
resistance. Artillery was moved up and by
daybreak they were moving forward rapidly
again.
Their advance was hindered by the condition of the road. More than 70 bridges had
to be rebuilt or repaired before they
reached their initial objective at Kibawe, 45
miles north of Kabacan. The forward forces
depended on air drops for supplies. Nevertheless, they reach Kibawe on 3 May.
A projected advance to the southeast
from Kibawe to attack the Japs defending
Davao from the rear was cancelled. The
“road” was hardly a trail and unusable by
wheeled vehicles. The American forces in
Davao hardly needed this support.
The main force was directed north to
meet the Americans who had landed at the
Macajalar Bay area on 2 May. The Japanese General was desperately trying to buy
time to bring his forces from the mountains
west of the highway through Malabalay and
into the mountains east of the highway.
Because of American air coverage during
the day, troop movements had to be made
at night. By this time, the Japanese motorized equipment had been either destroyed
or broken down and unrepairable because
of lack of spare parts.
Units of the Jap 30th Division were deployed at Maramag, 15 miles north of Kibawe. It was hoped they could delay the
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American advance until at least 10 May. It
succeeded in holding the American advance until 12 May.
Opposition beyond Maramag melted
away. American forward movement was
hindered more by the problem of receiving
supplies and being able to move artillery
forward fast enough over the difficult terrain. But Americans reached the outskirts
of Malaybalay at noon on 20 May.
Resistance dissipated on the 21st and
movement north continued. On 23 May,
the units moving forward from the south
and from the north met.
The Japanese forces that had taken to
the interior mountains spent the rest of the
war harassed by guerrillas and small
American regular forces. Without supplies
and living off the land while being hunted,
they suffered malnutrition and disease until
the war ended.
On 4 July, a small American patrol
landed in the Sarangani Bay area on the
southern coast of Mindanao. Other American units and guerrilla groups move toward
the northern part of the bay from various
points on land and beaches.
The last group of Japanese forces had
hidden along rivers feeding into the bay
and approximately 15 miles inland. The
hunters made contact with outlying groups
of Japanese on 15 July and with the main
body a few days later. All resistance
ceased on 25 July. The Mindanao Campaign had come to an end.
During the campaign, American casualties totaled approximately 3,700 dead,
wounded and missing. Japanese dead
numbered approximately 10,500. Approximately 600 prisoners had been taken. At
the end of the war, over 34,000 Japanese
troops and civilians turned themselves in.
These figures indicated that over 8,000
Japanese must have died from starvation
and disease from April until the end of the
war.
Two major orders were sent from Washington to MacArthur during the Spring of
1945. Orders were issued to prepare for
the invasion of Japan before the end of the
year. Orders were also issued that preparations were to be made for an immediate
occupation of Japan in the event of a final
collapse or sudden surrender.
OKINAWA, THE DOORSTEP TO JAPAN
Fighter aircraft had arrived on Okinawa
in late April on Ie Shima to support the
army and Marines. Before the end of April,
these aircraft began to bomb and strafe
facilities, especially air fields, in the Japanese home islands.
The strong defense along the Shuri Line
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was fantastic. The following day, the LSTs pulled anchor and headed
for Subic Bay escorted by two Sub Chasers. Life at Subic Bay for three
days was like a Catalina Island vacation.
While the Water Echelon headed for the loading beach on 25 July,
the Air Echelon left Lingayen. They landed on Yontan Strip late in the
evening. There was no time to get settled in. The initial mission for the
Group from its new base was a shipping sweep of the Tsushima Straits.
Twenty-four airplanes, six from each squadron, took off on 26 July for
the first minimum altitude attack on Japanese home territory. Shipping
was sighted in the vicinity of Ika Shima off the Korean coast. Splitting
up into elements of two airplanes each, the 822nd Squadron opened
the attack. The first two elements did not hit any of their targets. The
third element saved the day, scoring two hits on a Sugar Dog, sinking it.
The 823rd Squadron made three attacks on individual ships in the
convoy. During the attack one airplane was holed by 20 mm ack-ack.
Another was seen to crash into the water as it made its second approach on a Patrol Craft. There were no survivors.
The 71st Squadron made a total of eight passes over the ships in
elements of two and three airplanes each, with 23 500-pounders being
dropped. On the first pass, a direct hit on one of the Sugar Charlie
Loves caused it to sink. Two more hits were observed on a Sugar Dog
sending debris into the air and sinking it.
The 405th squadron made a total of seventeen passes from all directions. Another 23 500-pounders were dumped on the remaining boats.
One boat was seen to break in half and sink. As the Group reformed,
only one Patrol Craft was left – it had been damaged and was emitting
white smoke.
The following day, the low level strafers were sent out to comb the
seas for two Sugar Dogs. The weather was not the best. As the 823rd
planes were coming in on the bombing run one bomb was seen to
bounce up and explode against the tail assembly of the B-25 that had
dropped it. Almost instantly the plane crashed into the water. None of
the crew escaped. The 71st and 822nd also strafed and bombed the
small ships. Again, their accomplishment did not seem to be worth the
cost of their lost comrades - two planes and crews in two days.
On 28 July, the four squadrons sent out planes on a mission to the
Inland Sea to destroy any shipping that could be found. The Group was
also to try to lure Japanese fighters at a nearby airdrome into the air
where the 48 P-51s in their air cover were prepared to maul them. The
enemy did not take the bait. The 823rd found a Sugar Dog which was
quickly sunk and then strafed a small lugger.
The surprise this day was that a Jap fighter plane popped out of
nearby clouds being chased by U. S. Navy Gruman fighters. The Jap
plane did a quick turn back into clouds when it sighted the B-25s. But
the Grumans decided to take on the B-25s and fired on them. They succeeded in setting fire to one engine of a B-25, also disabling the bomb
release mechanism. The plane managed to fly back to Ie Shima on one
engine with its full load of bombs. The Sun Setter gunners recognized
the Navy planes and did not return fire.
On the way to the target area, a 405th plane experienced engine trouble and turned back, escorted by another Green Dragon. For an unknown reason, it was forced to make a crash landing in rough seas.
Only one survivor was seen. The escort plane circled the area but lost
sight of the one survivor floating in the dark, cold waters and finally returned to Yontan. It was good news when the Group heard that the man
had been picked up by a patrolling boat and returned to the Group. The
score was now three planes and crews lost in three days of operation
from their new base.
On 29 July, the Group was assigned to make a shipping search on
Korea’s east coast. The planes managed to leave several small ships
smoldering and sunk but they had been again plagued by viewing several bombs that did not explode as they nestled into the vicinity of their
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targets. More sea craft were rendered inoperable.
Two squadrons searched for shipping on Korea’s west coast on 30
July. Finding no targets the planes joined the other squadrons in an
attack on Sendai. The results of their strafing and bombing on this day
exceeded that of their previous missions in the home island waters.
Bombs and bullets left considerable damage to rail yards and equipment, small shipping, warehouses, and barracks type buildings. Once
more, an 822nd plane crashed at the base of a hill after crossing the
target area and there were no survivors. More dud bombs were noticed.
On 31 July, there were shipping searches of both the east and west
coast of Korea. Weather forced the planes to turn to an alternate target.
By a slight navigational error, the Green Dragons found themselves
attacking the large manufacturing and sea port facilities of Nagasaki on
Honshu. The intended objective was a smaller port on a nearby island
also called Nagasaki. In spite of a well fortified port, the Japs seemed to
have been surprised as these low flying planes swooped over the city.
The planes received little retaliation from the ground. But they left significant damage behind them as they scurried across the city and harbor. Two planes each found they had received one hole when they returned to Okinawa. The other squadrons found themselves over less
formidable targets but also left a trail of destroyed factories, small shipping, and barracks buildings.
The fliers had yet to have time to get settled into their new home. But
they were now hitting the enemy on his home turf. For the Sun Setters,
this was really payback time. But they had lost four planes and crews
during this six-day rampage.
As July ended, the water echelon LSTs got underway from Subic Bay
in a large convoy of 66 vessels of similar character escorted by eight
Destroyer Escorts. On the first day, rough seas caused rough experiences for many of the men - lots of time at the railing. During the entire
voyage there wasn’t even one submarine alert. On 6 August the ships
carrying the Sun Setters dropped anchor in Buckner Bay at Okinawa.
But unloading was to be delayed.
On 7 August, the men heard an Armed Services news broadcast
from San Francisco that set everyone thinking. The Atomic Bomb had
been dropped on Hiroshima creating desolation and disruption of life in
Japan. Could this mean the war might end soon?
The Water Echelon unloaded on 8 August. The heavy traffic, the new
paved roads, the new camps stretching over the land were a sharp contrast to anything they had seen before. Things changed as they drove
two miles out from the Yontan airfield. The 38th B.G. camp was stretched out in some rolling hills. Mud was everywhere.
(Continued page 15, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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by the Japanese continued to thwart the
American Army and Marines on Okinawa.
In coordination with the Japanese commander on Okinawa, Kamikaze attacks and
attacks by flying bombs and explosive
boats damaged and sunk many ships as
the struggle continued. But the American
defensive screen was taking a heavy toll of
the Japanese attackers. On 14 May, 131
Japanese aircraft were destroyed over the
supporting American fleet.
In early May, the Japanese launched
their only serious counter attack. Hidden
artillery were brought into the open to support the attack against American positions.
This made them more readily identifiable to
American artillery and bombers. A Jap amphibian operation was launched to land
forces behind the American positions. The
operation was unable to achieve any significant goals and was eventually annihilated
by determined Marine action.
At the end of May, the Americans had
finally outflanked the Shuri line and remaining Japanese in the holes and caves were
forced to withdrawn. The Americans occupied the Shuri line positions and Shuri Castle which had been the Japanese headquarters, and marched into devastated
Shuri village.
The Japs had lost their best men and
withdrew to the southern portion of the island. Rations were short. Discontent among
Japanese forces was evident in some areas, something previously unheard of.
Those American forces which had endured heavy, punishing combat and heavy
losses were removed from the line for recuperation and reorganization. Concentrated
attention was refocused on the Oroku Peninsula in the north and an enemy airfield.
The airfield was captured in early June.
Remaining Jap forces were isolated. Even
so, they put up a stiff fanatical resistance.
Some members of these units gave themselves up as many others committed suicide. Finally, all resistance in the north had
ceased as daylight faded on 13 June.
The Americans continued moping up in
most areas as the elimination of scattered
pockets of resistance continued. Action in
the south of the island was more intense.
Finally, on 22 June, a ceremony celebrated
the American victory on Okinawa.
During the days of battle, the forces had
struggled in the mud and water of frequent
heavy rains and even a typhoon. Airfields to
accommodate more bomber fleets were
being rushed to completion
The Americans counted the loss of 5,000
dead, wounded, and MIA.. Thirty six
American ships had been sunk and 368
damaged, some so seriously that they had
(Continued page 15, The World At War )

May, 2008

THE WORLD AT WAR

(From page 14)

to return to American shipyards for repair.
The Japanese dead numbered over
110,000 dead and 7,400 had been taken
prisoner. They had lost 7,800 aircraft
Now the Americans were much nearer to
the Japanese homeland. Preparations for
the final assault and invasion were already
being made. The end of the war in Europe
had a significant impact on Pacific operations. Supplies were coming in faster and
new combat units arrived to take their place
in support of tired and over worked groups.
FOCUS ON JAPAN
B-29 bombers over Japan had become a
regular sight since bombings had begun in
November of 1944. But high altitude precision bombing had not produced reliable
and significant results.
In January of 1945, General Curtis
Lamay had taken command of the great B29 fleet based in the Marianas. Strategy
was changed to lower altitude bombing with
incendiary bombs. These had begun to
take a major toll on the cities and factories
in Japan. When American bases on Iwo
Jima had finally been developed, it was
possible for P-51s to escort the B-29 missions for defense against Japanese fighter
interception. Loses of B-29s dropped significantly.
While the bombing of Japanese cities
continued, shipping channels around the
islands were mined. Any ships from the
outside that managed to sneak past the
submarine and naval patrols had to thread
their way through treacherous mine fields
before they could finally “bring home the
bacon” for the starving populous and war
industry.
Planes from Okinawa could bomb and
strafe targets, especially air bases from
which Kamikazi attackers were launched
against shipping around Okinawa.
The cities of Nagoya and Yokohama experienced the devastation of fire bombing in
May, losing a combined total of 13 square
miles left in devastation. In Osaka, 136,000
homes and 4,200 factories were destroyed.
Human casualties numbered nearly 4,000.
The small urban community of Toyama,
population 128,000, was completely destroyed. Starvation and homelessness was
the common plight.
While the Navy was supporting various
operations in the western Pacific, it took
time to sail right into Japan’s home waters
for attacks. On 13 May, a fast carrier
squadron moved in and launched two days
of attacks on Kyushu’s airdromes. The aircraft carrier Enterprise suffered a hit by a
Kamikaze.
On 17 May, another carrier squadron
launched attacks on islands in the Maloelap
atoll in the Marshal Islands. This atoll had
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But the Sun Setters were all together again and it looked like they
would be in on the end of the war. Right now the men who had just arrived had to find their spots in the camp. Then there was a lot of catching up on what had happened while they had been separated.
For the Air Echelon already at Yontan the month of August started
out with intense air offensive against shipping and land targets on Kyushu. The squadrons were flying most every day and this didn’t leave
much time to go about improving the camp area.
On 1 August, the Group was to fly a shipping search to the northwest
coast of Kyushu and southwest cost of Honshu. Six or seven boats were
sighted and attacked - single plane passes dropping 500-pounders on
each pass. One lugger was definitely sunk and a Sugar Charlie Sugar
was left burning and sinking. Another boat was burning and headed for
the beach.
One aircraft received a hole in the wing from what appeared to be a
25 mm which did not explode. Several bursts of heavy antiaircraft fire
from shore positions were seen. When the crews came home they were
angry because of the 24 bombs dropped, 11 were duds. They dislike
going to Japan after ships, and then finding that they had only half the
bomb power they thought they had.
The next two days were days of rest, giving the men time to make
some improvements in their camp. On 4 August, the Group was ordered
to attack their first land target since the Group had moved to Okinawa. A
chemical plant at Takanabe on Kyushu was the target and all squadrons
were scheduled. The bomb load for each plane was 12 100-pound parademos. The plant was divided into two sections and a three ship flight
was assigned over each section.
The first element dropped its bombs along some railroad tracks and
into a factory area, which later proved to be the wrong target. Two tank
cars were also strafed. Smoke and bomb blast obscured further results.
The second element located their specific target and they dropped most
of their bombs into the factory area. The results of the mission were very
good. Light and heavy anti-aircraft were noted but it was meager and
inaccurate and none of the airplanes were damaged.
On 5 August the Group participated in a coordinated attack with B24’s, A-26’s and fighters on the town of Tarumizu. It was suspected that

Blasting the enemy homeland, the factory at Takanabe
the Baka suicide airplanes were manufactured or assembled there. The
823rd was to lead the Group. The bomb load for this mission was 12
100-pound napalm bombs in each airplane. The town was long and narrow with the plant at one end located on the coast of Kagoshima Bay.
The 823rd led the attack on the middle third of the town. Because the
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target was only 800 feet wide, the bombs had to be toggled very quickly
to get them in the target area. A few were dropped into the water. Everyone was relieved when they found the flack to be light and inaccurate.
But Everett Brady had trouble even before he hit the target. On approaching the target, ground fire hit one of his engines. Passing over the
target, he managed to reach the sea. Loose equipment was thrown
overboard. Using his excess speed, he managed to gain altitude but
could not hold it with only one engine. Emergency calls were made as
they prepared to ditch. The landing in the heavily rolling sea was almost
disastrous but the men managed to get out of the plane, but the life raft
could not be pulled from the compartment. Planes circling above, even a
Catalina, threw rafts to the men which they managed to retrieve. The
Cat could not land and a B-17 rescue plane could not drop its “Juke
Box”. It was nearly two hours before the black hull of a submarine surfaced nearby. The men were all taken aboard and lived the life of Riley
on Navy food and care. It was several days after the war ended before
they were reunited with the 38th.
The Sun Setters smirked a little because they were leading their long
time rivals and junior B-25 Group, the 345th, across the target. The 345th
had once more taken a back seat to the 38th.
On 6 August the Group was ordered to hit the town of Miyakomojo in
a coordinated attack with B24’s, A-26’s and B-25’s of the 41st Group.
The load of 100-pound napalm bombs was intended to burn as much of
the area as possible.
Since the 38th had left the rendezvous point six minutes late and were
flying against strong headwinds, they could not get to the target at the
scheduled time so the leader decided to hit the secondary target at Kagoshima. The specific target was a factory south of the town.
The bomb run was made on a heading of 90 degrees twelve airplanes abreast and the men reported bombs falling on factories, warehouses and residences. The flak from the target was very light, inaccurate, medium; machine gun fire was seen. As the formation neared the
mouth of Kagoshima Bay two bursts of heavy anti-aircraft were seen. All
airplanes returned undamaged.
On 7 August, the Sun Setters were again ordered to go on a shipping
search along the south coast of Korea. Each plane carried four 500pound para-demos. Eight P-51 fighters were to join the Group east of
Saishu Island and proceed on the search.
At about 1015 a Destroyer Escort and two Sugar Able Sugar’s in trail
were sighted headed for Fuson Harbor. They had only a few miles to go
to get protection of the harbor guns. The squadron in number three position and nearest the convoy was the first to go in. They circled around
the bow end of the DE to get on the shore side in order to make a run
out to sea. As they were maneuvering for position,
The run was made in elements of two airplanes, one element over
each of the ships. On this pass an airplane of the first element dropped
only one bomb (later it was found that the other three wouldn’t toggle)
and in the third element the leader dropped only two bombs and the
wingman none. These two airplanes made a second pass on the DE
and got five near misses all together. On the first pass airplane number
215 received a hit, apparently by 25mm, and the radio man, T/Sgt Carl
W. Henneke, was killed instantly. The 405th Squadron lost an airplane
on a pass at the DE with no survivors seen.
When the Group pulled away from the area, the DE and one Sugar
Able Sugar had been sunk and the other SAS was on fire and headed
for the beach. Everyone agreed that this was the roughest mission they
had been on in a long, long time.
On 8 August weather forced the Group to hit the secondary target.
This target was a railroad bridge at Takanabe. The bomb run was made
almost span-wise and three direct hits were made on the base of the
pliers and there was a near miss. There was also a hit on a factory near
the edge of the town. The ack-ack was meager with a few bursts of inaccurate, heavy flak from the north end of the bridge and some light and
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been the object of attack for 17 months,
especially the Japanese base on Taroa
Island, a major base which had been neutralized and bypassed. Only approximately
one third of the garrison Japanese survived until the end of the war. The 17 May
attack was the last air attack on the island.
Two nights later, central Tokyo and other
areas of the city received over 3,500 tons of
bombs dropped by 520 American bombers.
Two days later an attack destroyed the
Ginza area. In the area surrounding the
Imperial Palace, 35 square miles had been
flattened. Production of some war materials had dropped as much as 80 percent in
many cases.
On 28 May, over 500 planes flew in a
continuous stream for an hour, dropped
4,000 tons of demolition and fire bombs on
another nine square miles of Tokyo. “The
winds did the rest.” By the end of the
month, over 51 square miles of Tokyo factories and homes were totally burned out.
On May 28, Yokohama received 3,200 tons
of incendiary bombs.
On 26 June, B-29s launched night raids
against Japan’s oil refineries. Planes from a
fast carrier squadron delivered devastation
to industrial facilities and air fields in the
Tokyo area on 10 July. The Japanese air
force can no longer launch any effective
resistance to American planes pounding
the heart of the homeland.
British and American naval units began a
series of bombardment and air attacks
against military and industrial targets in the
Tokyo and Honshu Island areas on 17 July.
Attacks continued on the 18th, including the
naval base and airfields of Yokasuka.
On 18 July, the Emperor expressed intention to seek peace as soon as possible.
On 17 July, Churchill, Stalin and Truman
opened a conference at Potsdam. Soon
after, Churchill failed to be elected to another term in Parliament and was replaced
at the conference by the new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, on 28 July.
On 24 and 25 July, more attacks were
made against the Kure naval base in the
surrounding airfields by 3rd Fleet aircraft.
The nation was on the verge of collapse
and unable to launch significant resistance.
Japan’s much vaunted navy was a shambles. It’s ships lacked fuel for operation and
were being sent to resting places in shipyard waters.
On 26 July, the conferees issued a proclamation stating the Japan must surrender
unconditionally or face “complete destruction.” Japan, hoping to retain parts of its
“empire” and its Emperor, refused. For the
military leaders there could be no surrender; defeat for Japan was impossible!
The military wanted to keep on fighting in
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spite of demoralizing circumstances. It was
estimated that there were still 10,000 serviceable airplanes concealed in tunnels
and caves. Trained pilots were virtually non
existent but volunteers could be given
enough instruction to turn these planes into
dangerous Kamikazis.
The cities of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Niigata, and Kokura had been kept off the
target list. This decision had been made in
the secret corridors of Washington. If “the
gadget” was to be used, targets which had
not been seriously damaged were needed
to provide a clear demonstration of its
power, not even comprehended by those
closest to its development.
THE GADGET
In 1938, German scientists had
achieved the splitting of the atom. In October, 1939, President Roosevelt received a
letter signed by Albert Einstein that informed him that Germany might be working
on an atomic bomb.
The Briggs committee was appointed to
explore the possibility of inducing uranium
chain reactions that could be used for military purposes. Germany’s invasion of Poland caused further concern.
The Briggs committee moved slowly.
causing scientists concern and a second
letter was sent to the President in March,
1940. This letter did not produce more urgent action; the development of such a
bomb seemed to be in the distant future.
In October, 1941, a British study, the
MAUD Report, concluded that an atomic
bomb could be built, perhaps as soon as
1943 for use in the war. This produced a
sense of urgency.
The Manhattan Project was born. Lt.
Col. Leslie Groves (later a General) was
the military leader for the government. He
had previously demonstrated his leadership and management skills in overseeing
the rapid construction of the Pentagon. He
designated Robert Oppenheimer as the
civilian scientist who welded the team of
scientist together. Many of them were refugees from mid and eastern Europe
A large laboratory was built at Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, to produce the enriched
uranium and U-235 which could be used
for a weapon. Separation of the fissionable
U-235 from unusable U-238 was extremely
complex and produced relatively small
amounts of the fissionable material.
An atomic reactor, “as big as a house”
was built in the lower parts of the University of Chicago stadium to develop the
means for producing a chain reaction.
Other laboratories around the nation began
working on various aspects of the project.
The ultimate product was code named
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medium fire, also inaccurate, from the south end. All airplanes returned
undamaged.
On 9 August, a strike for one squadron was against railroad and
highway bridges near Tsurusaki on the northeast corner of Kyushu was
scheduled for one squadron. As they neared the area, the weather became a dense haze. The bridges were found, however, and runs at
right angles to them were made – rather unfavorable situations. After
the attack it was found that at least one span of the railroad bridge had
been hit and the highway bridge was damaged. Both ends of the bridge
were heavily strafed to quiet any flak batteries that might be there. However, some light, inaccurate fire was received from the town. Everyone
returned to home base safely.
BEPPU BAY TRAGEDY
On 9 August 9, the Group sent a twelve-plane strike against a camouflaged carrier in Beppu Bay. Each Squadron provided three airplanes
loaded with two 1000-pound demo bombs. Colonel Hawes was to lead
the Group over the target. Preparations for the strike were very thorough but everyone was more excited than usual because this was the
first carrier the 38th had ever gone after.
The weather was very good enroute to the target but toward the end
of the trip the airplanes ran into a thick haze. Crews were all wondering
if it couldn’t have been caused by the atomic bombing of Hiroshima or
Nagasaki. Just before they reached the target two Squadrons turned
back because they considered the weather too difficult. The target was
well camouflaged and quite difficult to see. In order to get the desired
run on the carrier, Colonel Hawes turned too sharply and caught a wing
in the trees. He rolled back and as he came over the carrier, he caught
the other wing. Before the Colonel passed the carrier, however, he did
manage to drop his bombs. He crashed immediately and no survivors
were seen. Despite his violent maneuvering, his wingmen stayed with
him and also dropped their bombs on the target.
Some airplanes had rockets on this mission; this was the first time
they carried rockets. The results of the rockets were unobserved. The
carrier was hit but no heavy damage was visible. It wasn’t until several
days later when Group Intelligence received a picture taken on a reconnaissance flight which provided a real assessment. The ship seemed to
be resting on the bottom and showed damage from the bombs,
The death of Colonel Hawes hit the men hard and all thought it ironic
that the first surrender stories should come out of Japan the next night.

Japanese carrier lies on the bottom of Beppu Bay
On 10 August, one squadron was to provide nine airplanes, each
loaded with four 500-pound incendiary bombs, for a coordinated strike
against the city of Kumamoto. The city was to be burned off the map.
All were carefully briefed on Beppu Town on Beppu Bay as the secondary but as the Group flew farther north, haze cut visibility until it was
no longer possible to go to either target. The tertiary target on Amami(Continued page 18, Blasting the Enemy Homeland )
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O-Shima was hit. Due to the steep hills the bombs had to be dropped
from several hundred feet and some airplanes couldn’t strafe. Several
fires were started in the three villages attacked. No ack-ack was observed and the squadrons came back individually.
On 11 August, the Group was sent on another shipping search, each
airplane with four 500-pound demo bombs. The crews didn’t have their
hearts in it because the first surrender announcements had been heard
the previous evening. The 822nd and the 405th searched the northwest
coast of Kyushu and southwest Honshu and made no sightings. The
bombs were dropped on the secondary target, a town on TsuShima.
Japanese propaganda leaflets were also scattered.
On August 12th, the Group was to hit a highway and railroad bridge
near Saga, Kyushu, with 500 pound demo bombs. This target was also
covered by haze. Two of the Squadrons attacked the primary but didn’t
find the bridges. The other squadrons turned back to hit the secondary
on Amami-O-Shima. The Group hit the town of Nazo in flights of three
airplanes and returned directly home. As soon as the airplanes landed
the first question was, “Is the war over?”
On 13 August, the 38th Bombardment Group flew its last combat
mission. It was another shipping strike off Korea and the take-off was at
the ungodly hour of 0240. The Group joined together at daybreak at the
east end of Tsu Shima and the search carried a short way up the east
coast of Korea. The fruits of this mission were three small luggers or
fishing boats and it took 40 500-pound bombs and 13 5-inch rockets to
accomplish it. It was considered a waste of bombs but that’s all that
presented itself.
Just Stand By
On the morning of the 14 August, orders came through for the Group
to evacuate its airplanes to Morotai in order to make room for other airplanes which were to fly in support of the occupation. With all the airplanes away there was no flying for the rest of the month. But there was
a whole latrine filled with rumors. Was the 38th moving again soon?
Who gets to go home and when?
On 20 August, a white Japanese Betty Bomber with special markings
landed at Ie Shima bearing the Japanese surrender delegation. They
were transferred to a C-54 and flown to Manila to learn the procedures
and protocols for the formal surrender to take place aboard the USS
Missouri on 2 September.
(See Editorial Note, page 19, Blasting the Enemy Homeland)

Japanese surrender team on Ie Shima prepares for flight to Manila
aboard USAF C-54, 20 August, 1945
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“The Gadget”, the term used in conversations throughout the bomb’s development.
Groves put in place a security system that
was remarkably effective. German scientists
were kept in the dark through most of the
war. Four groups of spies sent to the U. S.
were intercepted and imprisoned before
they could penetrate the program.
Unfortunately, the sympathies of several
of the scientists and other high government
officials were favorable to Russia and
“Uncle Joe.” This made it possible for Soviet
intelligence to develop links into the inner
circles of the project’s scientific community.
Russia became privy to critical information
almost from the beginning and its own research was making use of it early in the war.
It had been discovered that a previously
unknown element, plutonium, was a byproduct of the separation of the U-235. It could
be more easily produced. Another laboratory was established at Hanford, Washington, to produce plutonium.
The laboratory established at Los Alamos, New Mexico, became the bomb assembly point. The trigger mechanisms for
the two bombs differed.
From a mountain basin in northern New
Mexico, a brilliant flash of light followed by
an ominous burning glow erupted at 0530
on 16 July. A large mushroom cloud formed,
reaching to 30,000 feet. The flash of light
was so intense that a blind girl 120 miles
away “saw” it.
The closest witnesses were stunned as
they observed that the test tower and other
structures at ground zero had been vaporized. The surface of the earth had been
transformed into fragments of radioactive
green glass by a plutonium bomb.
On 24 July, President Truman made the
final decision for delivery of Little Boy to its
target. The radio active parts for Little Boy
were already on their way and arrived at
Tinian on 26 July aboard the USS Indianapolis. All the available Uranium 235 had
been used in this first bomb to be dropped.
On 26 July, a C-54 departed Kirtland AFB
with the plutonium cores for Fat Man reaching Tinian on the 28th. Three modified B29s left Kirtland on the 28th, arriving at Tinian on 2 August. Final assembly, a highly
detailed and time consuming operation,
started at once with a projected date for the
second bombing set for 11 August.
At 0210, 6 August, the Enola Gay took
off from Tinian. The final pieces were assemble during flight. Little Boy exploded
over Hiroshima in mid morning, the first
atomic bomb dropped for war purposes.
The tail gunner exclaimed, “My God!
What have we done?” Their was no word of
surrender from Japan.
Forecasts of bad weather in the target
(Continued page 19. The World At War )
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area forced an earlier schedule for the Fat
Man mission, necessitating the skipping of
some of the final checkout steps. The selected target was the Kokura Arsenal.
On 8 August, Russia declared war on
Japan. Their forces surged across the border of Manchuria and invaded the Sakhalin
and Kuril Islands.
On 9 August, the plane, Bock’s Car, took
off. Bad weather prevented a drop at Kokura
and Bock’s Car headed for the secondary,
Nagasaki. Here, too, the target was obscured by clouds. Fuel was limited because
of transfer system problems and only one
pass could be made. A hole in the clouds
enabled the bombardier to make the required visual sighting of the target and the
bomb was released. Bock’s Car was forced
to land on Okinawa to refuel before it returned to Tinian.
As midnight approached, Emperor Hirohito assembled the Supreme Council urging
the acceptance of the surrender terms. The
next day, the Allies were informed that Japan would accept the terms, “on the understanding that it does not compromise any
demand which prejudices the prerogatives
of the Emperor as Sovereign Ruler.”
On 13 August, the approved documents
were sent to MacArthur. The following day,
thousands of leaflets telling of the surrender
were dropped over the Japanese Islands.
Over 1,000 diehard soldiers attacked the
Imperial Palace attempting to prevent the
Emperor’s statement from being broadcast
to the Japanese people. They were driven
off by the Palace Guard.
Admiral McCain’s fast carrier fleet, not
having received the news, launched a final
attack on Tokyo air fields. They were met
with unexpectedly violent air resistance.
On 20 August, a delegation of Japanese
government officials reach Manila to receive
the details of the requirements for capitulation. They returned to Japan the following
day.
Units of Air Force technicians reached
Tokyo on 28 August. Units of the 11th Airborne Division landed at Atsugi Airdrome
as the 4th Marine Regiment of the 6th Division landed at the Yokosuka Naval Base.
General MacArthur arrived to formally accept the surrender.
Little Boy weighed 8,900 pounds. It was
28 inches in diameter and 10 feet long. Fat
Man weighed 10,300 pounds. It was five
feet in diameter and 12 feet long. The size
necessitated both bombs being lowered into
pits. The planes, were pulled over the pits
and the bombs hoisted into the bomb bay.
Post-war findings in Germany revealed
that scientists believed that it would take too
long to develop “the Bomb.” Therefore, the
program was never funded.
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THE BEPPU BAY AIRCRAFT CARRIER, Editorial note
History records countless occasions when lack of sufficient information has caused tragic action. The Beppu Bay event is one of these.
The IJN Carrier, Kaiyo, was a 16,700 ton escort carrier which had
joined the fleet near the end of 1943. The ship had been built as a civilian passenger liner entering service in 1939 and taken over as a transport in 1941. In December of 1942, the ship was placed in dry dock and
conversion to a carrier was completed in November of 1943.
Its service as a carrier, transport, and training carrier ended when
British RAF planes bombed it in late July in Kisuki Bay. During battle
maneuvers, it struck a mine and suffered damage to the rudder and
took on water in an engine room. It was towed to Beppu Bay and, because the flooding could not be controlled, the ship was deliberately
grounded on 25 July to keep it from sinking. Elaborate camouflage was
put in place.
It was further damaged by USS Essex planes on 28 July. B-25
bombers and more carrier planes did further damage on 29 July. This
attack disabled the generators. The salvage crew could not work without the pumps and ventilation. The engines were coated with oil for
preservation and the boilers were flood to more firmly bottom the ship,
fixing it in place.
Following the attack led by Col. Hawes on 9 August, crew members
manning the anti aircraft guns and the caretaker crew left the ship.
The attack by Col. Hawes was, in reality, an unnecessary risk which
led to a tragic loss because of insufficient and inaccurate Air Force intelligence available for mission planning.

SECRETARY/TREASURE REPORT
Because the interest rate for the Management Fund (a Money Market
Fund) has fallen below 2%, $10,000.00 has been transferred to the
Savings Certificates which have a rate of 4.6%.
Our balance will go down because of the costs of printing and mailing
the Newsletter and pre Reunion expenses. New dues for 2009 will start
coming in after the Reunion.
All members whose dues were up for renewal on 1 January, 2009
have paid their dues and there are no delinquent members.
Thank you for your continued support of the 38th Bomb Group Association.

Orland Gage
FINANCIAL REPORT: Jan. 28 to April 22, 2008
MANAGEMENT FUND (Checking Acct.)
Balance. brought forward 1/28/08, $18,566.41
EXPENSES AND TRANSFERS
Expenses
992.14
Transfer Out
10,000.00
Total Exp. & Trans. Out (10, 992.14)
BALANCE, 4/22/08
7 ,646.49
SAVINGS CERT. 0008-0915-4657-3-001
Balance brought forward 1/28/08
36,181.44
DEPOSITS: Interest & Transfers
Total In
7661.57
BALANCE, 4/22/08
43,843.01
SAVINGS CERT. 0008-0922-0-001
Balance brought forward 1/28/08
1,629.58
DEPOSIT: Interest & Transfers
Total In
2,807.91
BALANCE, 4/22/08
14,437.49
TOTAL CASH AND SAVINGS 4/22/08

$65,926.99
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REMEMBERING THE EARLY DAYS
The 38th in Australia and New Guinea – 1942-43
By Ed Gervase – 71st Squadron
Ed Gervase was a navigator on the Pacific Prowler. He has recorded some of the
incidents from the early days, as he remembers them after 65 years.
Charter Towers, Australia lays approximately 30 miles west of Townsville, Queensland in eastern Australia.
The time was mid-August, 1942. In route to New Guinea the flight echelons of the 71st and 405th squadrons of
the 38th stopped for a brief period at Charters Towers. We were to practice low level flying and to check out our
planes. Navigators were to swing compasses and check alignment of Drift Meters.
One day, during 405th practice, 1st Lt. Earl Ducci was leading and 1st Lt Bill Tarver (my crew) was on the
right wing. We were about 50-75 feet altitude with an indicated airspeed approximately 180 MPH flying west of
the air strip. We were approaching the eastern edge of a medium sized lake. The planes were almost upon the lake
when a whole flock of large birds, frightened by the engine noise, took flight en mass from the surface of the lake.
One large bird crashed through Ducci’s windshield, struck him in the right eye and continued across the navigator’s
compartment, through the tunnel and struck the turret gunner in the left side and shoulder. Blood, bones and
feathers every where! 1st Lt Ducci was stunned but recovered in a few minutes. His face was a bloody mess; his
eye was badly swollen and closing fast. 1st Lt. Ducci headed immediately for the landing strip and made an uneventful
landing. He recovered completely without any loss of eyesight. The bird was an ibis; usually about 10-12
lbs, wing span 2-21/2 feet.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Sometime around the month of May 1943, it was decided to try the 75 mm cannon in the nose of the B25. Lt Tarver’s plane 129710 “Pacific Prowler” was chosen for the original model. Bore sighting the gun was done
by an Artillery Major. After three corrections, we flew missions with the gun. The pilot had all the controls in
sighting on the wheel and the navigator did the gun loading from a rack of 21 shells (7long-3 deep). When the
breach was closed and loaded, an electric circuit flashed a ready light on the control column. When the gun fired,
the plane seemed to stop in mid-air; the vibration popped many rivets in the fuselage. In all the firing on a run at
the target required constant and very quick adjustment of the sight. On one mission, the navigator was able to set
off 12 rounds which was almost a miracle; I don’t think we did much damage. However on a later mission (single
plane reccos) near the back end of Lae strip close to the mountains, we received machine gun fire; Lt Tarver fired
one shell but it was about 20 yards short. We circled around to the left (away from the mountains); Lt Tarver lined
up on the machine gun tracers and scored a direct hit. No more firing from the Japanese out post. The 75 mm program
was discontinued. The planes were returned to their original configuration very shortly.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

These and many other stories can be found on our web site Our hope is
to see a narrative history of the 38th BGP (M) on this web site as a memento to
all who served with the 38th and a place for their descendents to gain a sense
of war and what shaped the rest of their father’s lives. Our website URL is
sunsetters38bg.com . We have all of the news letters from January 2005 through
May 2008 which are a chronological narrative of the 38th BGP from date of organization until the end of WWII. Dave Gunn of the 405th Squadron with the help of
James Thoren a former member of the 822nd squadron have researched the information used to write the News Letter. It all comes from personal experience during
the war and from the Archives at Maxwell Field, Alabama. Open the website and go
to Documents for the News Letters.
ENJOY

