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823D BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
8-2 SECTION

AeF.00 70,
23 June 1945.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Repori, Mission No, 173=D, 22 June 1945.
Balikpgpen, Borneo.

T0 + Commgnding General, Fer East sir Forces, AP0 925, (THRU CHANNELS).
(‘ttmtioﬂ hc. of B.. ‘,-2’-

I

. l. This mission wes plenned as a low-level bombing and strafing at-
tatk on an enemy personnel sreg on the southern waterfront at Bglikpgpen,
Borneo, This strike wgs coordingted with the 42nd Bombgrdment Group (M)
end two Groups of B-24s, The mediums were divided into three groups of
three Squedirons emch. The first Group consisted of three Sguadrons of the
42nd Group, the second Group consisted of two Squgdrons from the 42nd Group
led by the 7lat Squedron of the 38th Bombgrdment Group (M)e The third
Group wes led by the 822nd Squedron with the 405th Squadron on the right
wing gnd the 8234 Squedron in #3 position, sll three Squedrons being from

. the 38th Bombardment Group (M)e Each Squedron provided six planes esch
loaded with 12 x 100 1be M 147 A=2 Napalm 126 jel gir arming fused bombs,

\, . No fighter cover wes provided for this strike,

&

11

. l. it 0735/1, six B=25Js of the 8234 Bombardment Squedron (M), 38th
Bombgrdment Group (M) took off fram Puerto Princess pirdrome, Palawan,
Philippine Islgnds, circled the bgse once to join the Group formgtion gnd
proceeded South to the target ares. On instructions from s control station
operating on *"B* VHF the Wing cirecled twice ten miles north of Balikpapen
before stegrting in to hit the target. Omne plgne returned to base egrly with
gll its bambs due to fgilure of its fuel trgnsfer system,

2, Weather over the target was 2/10 cumulus from 2000 to 6000 feet,
visibility restricted to 10 miles due to hagze gnd smoke, The attack was
megde at 1258/I, on g heading of 220 degrees, gt minimum gltitude, 18 planes
gbregsts This Squedron hit the esstern end of the south waterfront drope
ping 48 bombs gmong houses betwsen the cogstal rosd and the begch. Fires
were stgrted gmong 10 = 12 houses gnd one large werehouse gbout 100 feet
long. The grea was s trafed with 7850 rounds of .50 caliber smmnition des=-
troying one truck gnd puting trecers in 8 = 10 houses. One plane failed to drop
bombs at the primgry and dropped 12 bombs gmong buildings at gn unidentified
settlement 1 mile south of Senipgh gt 01058 = 11710E burning 6 - B houses,

Y- — Y
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