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SECRET
GENERAL NARRATIVE (Continued)

Verely introducing our towm's solid citizens hardly does them justice,
for pietures alone never tell a complefe story. Looking behind the scenes,
we uncover some interesting occurrences worthy of mentiom.

The 81d Men of the Tropics, Lieut. Clifford R. "Blackie" Beird, after
serving faithfully for thirty-four months in the Southwest Pecific, finelly
threw aside his Sarong and headed for the Tenessee Hills, A men to whom all
credit and just due must be paid, for keeping the maintenance record of the
Squadron at en all time high, "The Dean of the Fox Hole" will be hard to re-
place. His jowielty, his perpetusl =mile end Tennessee smart telk will be
missed by us all,

W8gt. Hermen Brooks, Flight Chief of long service and excellent per-
formsnce of duty, elso headed for the lend of dreams. T/Sgt. James C, Vemn,
8/Sgt. Robert 0. Smith, end Sgt, Reitzell Longino also drew good cards and
took off fto visit the Lady with the Lamp,

For the boys who are still sweating under the tropic sun there was also
good news, &/8gt. Peul T. Kraft jumped to Tech while Sgts. Anthony M. Degrosa,
Gregory L. Daly, Weldon H, Dermell, Normen D, Neiman, Willism E. Ralph, Michael
C. Siciliano, Robert L. Thomas, and Williesm A, Weinzierl made Staff Sergeant
end Cpls. Earl C. Allen, Curtis L. Anderson, Raelph M, Christian, Llewellyn
De Ferris, Herold H, Goodwin, Einar R, Holmquist, Lewis M, Ra kusin, Howard
C. Lindstrom, William E, lowney, John F, Lucy, Thomas A, Midura, Devid Miller,
Isedore Nissenson, Elbert L. Weathers, were promoted to Sgt. Manly L., Avinger,
Harry Barfield, Edger L. Dixon, Chester T, Hemilton, Manuel Himmelstein, Milan
Jelinek, Thomes J. Keeman, William A, Knowles, Vernon T. Pelmer, Louis Price,
John J, Ducy, Williem T, Hollis, Cherles A, Kuehn, Herman E. McBride, and
Ernest L. Russell algo drew lucky numbers and were promoted.to Cple To these
men we extend our heartiest congratulations, Xeep up the good workl

Awerds were elso on order for some of the ground men this month as Capt.
Salcedo, our Armsment Chief, and Lieut. Freeman, Ordnance Officer, were awarded
the Soldier's Medal for bravery beyond the call of duty when they defuzed an
armed bomb at the risk of their lives, WN/Sgt. Minich was also awarded the
Soldier's Medel for extinguishing a fire in a B-25 with complete disregerd
for his own aafety.la

The strength of the Sguadron at the beginning of the month showed 82
officers and 289 enlisted men, 4nd as we draw to & close the month of
November with 83 officers and 28) enlisted men, to the Japs we say in com-
clusion "If you're not hereafter, what we're hereafter, then you'll be here-
after we're gone ==--STIFF,

12 Awards approved on G.0s 283, HQ., Fer East Air Forees, did, 4 Nov., 1944.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

SECREZ
APPENDIX *C*

LTR . Narrative Report, Mission No, 306-Z-1, 1 November, 194l.
| (Lahug Drome, Gebu Island, Philippine Islands)e (Continued)e

mentioned above.

3. A/A over the target wa s intense, medium and light and accurate .
Three airplenes were holed seriously injuring & top turret gunner in ome, A4n-
other airplane was hit in the bomb bay over the target, This plame wes ditched
one mile South of Cebu City in the water. Five of the crew when last seen were
standing on the wing end one man was inside the navigator's compartment apparently
handing out emergency equipment, A PBY rescue plene made two attempts to rescue
the crew of the plane down in the water but was driven off by enemy fighters each
time.

4o As the flight left the target interception was attempted by six "Zekes®,
One pass was made from 9 o'clock from 2000 feet but was turned away by turret
gunner's fire before the attacker ceme within range. Two 35Fs started a pass from
5 o'clock from 2000 feet but were turned away by fire from two top-turret gunners,
One etteck was started from 7 o'clock from 2000 feet but was broken off when still
800 feet away from flight, Enemy fighters were generally uneager.

S5e Two airplenes on leaving the terget headed for Tacloban Field, Leyte,
| one because there was a wounded gunner eboard, and the other as escort, Two SSFs,
with belly tenks, followed these plenes all the wa y to Dulag, Leyte. One pess
was mede at plene carrylng injured men from high 7 o'clock but was broken off
when the taill gunner of the escort fired at it. No damsge to either plane or
attacker resulted, Possibly other attecks were mede on the escort plane. When the
plenes arrived et Dulag en air raid was in progress against shipping one-half mile
Egat of Dulag Strip. Two bombs were seen to drop in the water between two liberty
. ships with no damage, P=38s were seen in an air battle over the ships with the
attacking plenes. One possible "Zeke" was seen to hit the water and explode,
After cireling Dulag once the plane with the wounded gunner hesded toward Tecloban
Airdromes The escort plane wes not seen after leaving Duleg end & report from the
navy on 2 November, 19} steted that a B-257 hed been shot down by nevy A/A during
the raide 4 lete report states that the entire crew was seved. e remeining
airplene landed at Tecloban at 1130/I, left the gunner with the 9th Evecustion
Hospitel, took off et 1225/I, end returned to base at 1545/I. 4 large friendly
naval task force wa s seen ten miles East of Dinegat Island,

6. The remasining three airplanes, after leaving the target, circled the
ditched airplane once and returned to bese, landing at 1415/I. A serviceable
strip was sighted near Pengleo Village on Pengleo Southwest of Bohol,
Weather on the return was 6/10 cumulus based at 2000 feet, tops at 6000 feet and

" & front building up over and to the Esst of Mindanac, K-21 low oblicue photos
{ teken during the attack by three planes show bomb bursts end black smoke fires.

I11

1, On this mission it was unfortunate and costly thet rendezvous was
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SECRET
APPENDIX *C*

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (2), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (m)
l ARMY AIR FORCES
S.2 SECTION

A,P.0. 926,
5 November, 194k.

SUBJECT: Narretive Report, Mission No. 309~Z=il, ) November, 194k,
(Barge Sw eep, Lolobata Fiver),

TO : Commending General, Far East Air Forces (P), APO 565, (Thru Channels),
(Attention A.C. of S., A=2),

. I
1. This mission was plenned as an attack on Jap barges, believed to be

located in the Lolobate River, Halmahera Islands, loaded with crated airplene
parts. The formation was to be led by the 823rd Bomberdment Squadron (M), 38th
Bombardment Group (M) with six B-25T airplanes. The 71lst Bombardment Squedron
(M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) w as to participete with six B-25J type sirplenes,
The formetion was to proceed Scuthwardly from Pitoe Airdrome making landfall on
Ha lmehera Island near the mouth of the Ifis River, then tc proceed inlend to the

\ headwaters of the Lolobsta River, thence to seerch this river to its mouth, This
course of search was planned in order to avoid A/A fire from the vicinity of
Iolobate Airdrome., Zzach airplsne carried a bemb load of 12 x 100 lb., 4-5 sec.
delay demolition bombs,

II
. ls At 0827/1 both Squedrons took off from Pitoe Airdrome, Morotai, Moluccan
Islends end effected rendezvous over base. 1Ihe Group then proceeded to the tar-

get area &s plesnned reaching there at 0910/I.

2. The formation seurched the area without sighting barges. 50 x 100 1lb,
L=5 seconds delay demolition bombs were dropped from minimm eltitude along the
river from & point just East of the East end of Hatetabako Airdrome to the river
mouth with unobserved results. The entire area was strafed with 11,700 x .50
cel. amunition but results were unobserved. Huts in a village on ILolobate Point
were strafed and trecers were seen to enter six huts. Eight bombs were sslvoed
and two returned to base due to mechanical failure. Twelve bombs were returned
to base due to lack of suitable targets,

3. One small pile of boxed supplies was observed on the East beank of the
i Lolobate River one mile from its mouth. One possibly serviceable lugger and one
l serviceable barge were seen afloet 1000 yards West of Wasile Fetty. Hatetebako
Airdrome appeered serviceable. Thotographs teken by two airplanes with K-21
cemeras show Wesile Jetty to be in good repeir and supplies are situated along
the ghore at this point, Three steam rollers eppear in the photographs,

SECRET
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APPENDIX *C"

823RD EOMBARDMENT SQUA DRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
S.2 SECTION

A.P,0, 926,
6 November, 19“0

SUBJECT: Nerretive Report, Mission No. 310-Z-Al, 5 November, 19lk.
(Bridges, Southern Mindaneo, Philippine Islands),

A0 s Commanding General, Fer East air Forces (P), APO 565. (Thru Channels),
(Attention A.Ce Of Sey A=2)e

I

ls The sole purpose of this mission was to destroy ell bridges on the

road due North and Eest from Ksbacan to Meilag in Southern Mindemao, Six eir-
planes from the 823rd Bombardment Squedron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M) and
six airplenes from the 7lst Bombardment Squedron (M), 38th Bamberdment Group (M)
composed the formetiom. The 823rd Squedron led the formetion and over the tar=
get, et slightly North of Mailag, &ingle plane passes were to be made until the
bridge was destroyed. The Group was then to rroceed to the next bridge. Each
plene carried L x 500 1b, 8«15 seconds delay demolition bombs.

II

1. The Squedron took to the air from Pitoe Airdrome, Morotei, Moluccan
Islands et 0710/I end after getting into formetion heeded Northwest, 320°, to
Sarangani Bey and due North to Kebacan, then to Maileg and was over the first
objective, & suspension bridge, et 1050/I. Four passes were made from North to
South by each plane at minimum altitude., 23 x 500 1lb. B-1l5 seconds delay demo-
lition bombs were dropped et the terget end near misses were scored., One bomb
was jettisoned due to rack failure. No damsge wa s observed. Bridge was
strafed with 1200 x .50 cal. emmmition with nil results. Two planes took K-21
photos, There was no enemy interception of any kinds The wecther emroute end
return was 6/10 scattered cumulus a t 2,000 to 4,000 feet, = high 6/10 alto stratus,
scattered rain showers.

2, 4t Kepia Point one serviceable lugger was observed and one burned-out
truck wa s seen on the road approximately three miles North of Mailag.

3, Return to base was msde without incident and all planes landed at 1335/I.
III

1. Not much can be said about this mission except that we had a bad day,
The bombing was not on the ball,
s/ Joseph R. King,
t/JOSEPH R. KING,
lat Li“t.. Ay c(’l'pﬂ.
Asst., Intelligdnce Officer.
SECRET
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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQU.DRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
8-2 SECTION

AP0 . 926,
7 November, 19k,

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 311-Z=il, 6 November, 194.
(Diklom Airdrome, Mindenso, Philippine Islands),

T0 i Commanding General, Far East Air Forces (P), 4P0 565. (Thru Channels).
(Attention A.Ce of S., A-2).

I

1, The purpose of this mission was to seerch for eirplanes on the Del
Monte Dromes and continue South to the Valencia, Maremag, end Kibawe Dromes,
If no airplanes were seem on any other dromes the flight was todrop all its
bombs on Buayen Drome end return to bese. Two Squadrons of the 38th Bombard-
ment Group (M) were to take part in the seerch with the 7lst Bombardment Squad-
ron (M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) leading the 823rd Bombardment Squadron (M),
38th Bombardment Group (M)e The bomb load was 12 x 100 lb. parademos, 4-5
seconds delay. There was to be no fighter cover,

II

1, At 0630/T six airplenes of the B823rd Sgusdron tock off from Pitoe
Airdrome, Morotei, Moluccan Islands, and effected rendezvous with the 71st Sq uad-
ron over bsse., The flight followed the 7lst Squadron to the primary target,
the Del Monte Dromes, circled the area end finding no aircraft followed the lead
Squadron to Macajalar Bay. On the beach North of Carmen a Fox Tere Dog was dis-
covered and bombed at 1000/I from minimum altitude with thirty-eight bombs,

The ship was apparently unservicesble before the attack. After attacking the
ship the flight headed South over the Del lonte Dromes and along the North-South
highwey, One plane dropped four bombs at two parked trucks before observing
they were slready unserviceable. These trucks were one mile North of Maramag
town.

2+ BSix bombs were dropped short of a bridge scross the Pulengi River
just North of Pikit Village, X-21 obligue rhotos taken show direet hits on
the ship causing no apparent demage, One bomb hitting in the forward hold
caused a geyser of water,

3. #lthough no 4/A wes observed one plane wes holed by a 20mm 4/4 shell,

4. Weather over the land area was 8/10 covered with cumulus based at
3500 feet. Visibility was unlimited,

5+ Twenty bombs were jettisoned on the return flight because westher was
reported as unfavorable and a rain squall was encountered in the Talaud Islands
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APPENDIX *C"

| 823BD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
8.2 SECTION

AP.0. 926,
8 November, 19ik.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mlssion No, 312-Z-A-2, 7 November, 1944.
(Kace No., 2 Airdrome, Halmahera Islands),

o i Commsnding Genersal, Far Esst Air Forces (P), #0 565. (Thru Chennels).
(lttlntion 4.C. of 8.5 1-2).

@ :

1. The primery target of this mission was Mapenget Airdrome or Langoan
Airdrome, Celebea., In the event weather prevented the formation from reaching
either Mapanget or lengoan the formation was to proceed to Kaoe Airdrome,
Halmghere Islends end atteck this target &t medium altitude, Each plane cere
ried & bomb losd of 4 x 500 1b, demolition, 1/10 seconds delay fuse bombs,

The purpose of this mission was tomnder unserviceable cme of these airdrames.
The 405th Bomberdment Squadron (M), 35th Bombardment Group (M) was to lead the

| formation with runways as its pert of the target. The 71st Bombardment Squadrom
(M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) was to fly the second position with dispersal
ereas as its essigned target, and the 823rd Bomberdment Squedron (M), 38th Bom-
berdment Group: (M) was to fly this third position with runways as its assigned
target. There was to be no fighter cover,

II

1. A% 1330/ nine B-25J type sirplanes took off from Pitoe Airdrome,
Wrotai, Moluccan Islands and after effecting rendezvous with the 405th Squad-
ron and the 7lst Squadron over base, proceeded on course toward Ma penget Alre
drome, Celebes. On sighting Mejoe Island there was & south front running through
Majoe Island which prevented the formetion continuing to the tergets in the
Celebes. The formetion, upon changing its course, rroceeded to Ka oe Airdrome,
Halmshera Islands where am attack was made from North to South between 7500 and
8200 feet altitudes a t 1505/1,

2. The nine planes dropped 36 x 500 lb. demolition, 1/10 seconds delay
fuse bombs twenty-eight of which hit along the East side of the runwey and run-
ning perallel to it, four bombs hit on the runway end four fell West of the
Strip. Results other then bomb bursts were unobserved, Photos taken with XK-21
cemeras show fresh craters on the runway and to the East of 1t. No planes ape

] pesr 6n the airdrome in these photographs.

3+ Moderate, inaccurate to sccurate, heavy A/A was received from the
Imown positions in the north flight gap and along the mein road South of the

SECREZ
1
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} 823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUAIDRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

4.F.0. 926,
11 November, 194k.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 314-Z=iA2, 9 November, 194}.
Galela 4/D #2, Halmehera Islands).

kLY ¢ Commanding General, Far East Air Forces, APO 565. (Thru Channels).
(Attention A.C. of S., 4=2),

L 1

1., The purpose of this raid was to render Strip # at Galela, Halmahera,
unserviceable, Nine airplasnes of the 823rd Bomberdment Squedron (M), 36th Bom-
bardment Group (M) were to d@rop 36 x 500 lb, 1/10 seconds delay demolition bombs
on the runway from 10,000 feet altitude,

II

le At 1450/I nine B-257 type airplenes of the 823rd Bombardment Sguadrom
(M), 38th Bombardment Group (M) took off from Pitoe Airdrome, Morotei, Moluccan
Islands, and proceeded directly to the target. An overcest over the area pre-
vented en attack at the planned altitude so the Squedron let down to 6600 feet
and made & run from North to South a t 1545/I dropping eight bombs on the center
of the runway, twelve bombs on the South half of the runway, selvoeing four bombs
on the South half of the runway and dropping eight just Esst of the middle of the
. runwey. Your bombs were returned to base beceuse the bomberdier was not femilisr
with a new wiring system in the release circuit.

2, Moderute to intense and accurate, heavy A/A over the target holed
three airplenes. ‘his A/A came from previously known positions,

3. Three airplanss took low oblique photos with E-21 cameras which showed
bomb bursts on the rumway.

b Tho runway was seen to be serviceable before the attack. There were
no unusual sightings,

5. Weather enroute, over the terget, and return wes overcast based at
8000 feet, 2/10 scattered cumulus based at 2000 feet with tops at 3000 feet.
F Visibility was unlimited,

III

1. The attack was well planned and executed.
8/Philip M. Traynor
t/FHILIP M. TRAYNOR,

SECRET 1st Lieut., iir Corm,
) Intelligence Oreqoer,

—
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829RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 398TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
8«2 SECTION

A.P,0, 926,
11 November, 194l4.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission Noe 315«Z=A-2, 10 November, 19Lk.
(Enemy Shipping, Ormoc Bay, Leyte Island),

™ ¢ Commanding Gemeral, Far Esst Air Forces (P), ATO 565. (Thru Channels),
(Attention A.C. of S., A=2)e

I

ls The purpose of this mission was to attack and destroy an enemy convoy
consisting of five transports, ten destroyers and four or five destroyer escorts
in the area of Ormoc Bay, Leyte Island. The attack was to be carried out by four
Squadrons of eight planes ee ch with a bomb load of 4 x 500 1be, 1/10 sec. delay
demolition bombs in eaéh plane, The Squadrons were to attack in this order:
822nd, 40S5th, 7lst, and 823rd. P=47 fighter cover was to be provided.

II

1ls At 0806/ eight B=257 type sirplenes of the 823rd Bombardment Squade
ron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from Pitoe Airdrome, Morota i,
Moluccan Islends, joined the Group ebove Pitoe and proceeded to the target.
Fighter cover joined the Group 30 miles North of Morotai. The flight pro-
ceeded to the target area without incident. :

2, At 1145/1, the convoy was sighted between Apale Point and Ponson
Island just Southwest of Ormoc Bay. Bresking up into elements of two, the
Squadron continued North, turned Eest over the North end of Dupon Bay, and then
South and attacked at minimum altitude on a generally South heeding. The first
flight of two attacked a freighter transport about three miles South of Apale
Point scoring three direct hits end five near misses, The second flight of two
attacked a destroyer or destroyer escort five miles k;tlwut of Apele Point,
This ship was slrescdy smoking from previous attacks. Four direct hits and four
misses were scored by the planes in this element before the s=cond plane wa s
shot dowmn by A/A. The two plenes in the third flight attacked the seme freighter
transport as the first flight scoring four direct hits and four near misses,
dbout a half minute later a secondary explosion was seen to blow up the whole
mid section of the ship, 'The second plene of this flight was severely demaged
by 4/A end later crash lended in the weter four miles South of Dulag, on the
East coast of Leyte. The last flight attacked & freighter transport which was
already smoking from a previous ettack and scored two hitas with three bombs
dropped. The lead plane of this flight could not drop its bombs due to failure
of the bomb bay to open. The second pleme had to salvoe one bomb, After leaving
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i 823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), g8TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
8.2 SECTION

A.P.0. 926,
13 November, 1944.

SUBJECT: Nerretive Report, Mission No, 317«Z=Al, 12 November, 194i.
(Metine Airdrome, Mindeanso, Philippine Islands).

0 i+ Commending General, Far BEast Air Forceas (P), APO 565. (Thru Chennels),
(Attention A.C. of 8., A=2),

@ 1

1., The purpose of this mission was to attack end render unserviceable

Matine Airdrome in Mindaneo, Rach plane was to cerr y 4 x 500 1b, 1/10 sec, de-
lay nose and .025 sec, delay tail fuse demolition bombs, The attack was to be
made from North to South st medium altitude, Six planes of the 823rd Bomberd-
ment Squadron (M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) were to lead end six planes each
from the 7lst Bomberdment Squadron (M), 38th Bomba rdment Group (M) end the 405th
Bomberdment Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M) were to participate. Ren~

| dezvous was to be made at Cape San Agustin with one Squadron of P=l7s which were
to provide fighter cover.

II

1, At 1000/I six B-25J type eirplanes took off fram Pitoe Airdrome,
Morotai, Moluccen Islands and after forming a Group formation over Pitoe Alr-
. drome proceeded to Cape San Agustin where rendezvous with the fighter cover was
mede. From Cape Sen dgustin the formation proceeded to target.

2, At 1220/T the bombing run was made from North to South in two flights
of three airplanes ss plenned, The bomb run was mede at 9500 feet altitude.
Weather over the target was 8/10 towering cummlus base 4000 feet, tops 8500 feet.
22 x 500 1b. 1/10 sec. delay nose and «025 sec. delay tail fuze demolition bombs
were dropped, ten bombs hitting on the north end of the runway, nine hitting on
the runwey just north of the center, and three hitting in the revetment erea just
west of the center of the runway. The northern helf of the runway was rendered
unserviceable, Photographs teken by K-21 cemera by planes of the 2nd flight show
the bombs bursting on the northerm half of the runwaey. Two bombs were returned
to base due to a rack failure,

Je Hbaw. slight and inaccurate entizircreft was received from a knmown
] position north of the north flight gap. ¥our bursts were observed above and be-
hind the second flight.
4o The runway prior to the attack appeared to be servicesble. Seven barges
end four luggers were observed along the coest between Devao river mouth and Devao

- SBEBEZ
2
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APPENDIX "C*
! 829RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
4RMY AIR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

‘CP.O.‘ 9%'
14 November, 194l.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 318-Z-A1, 13 November, 194l.

™ i Commending Genersl, Far Bast Air Forces (P), AT 565, (Thru Channels),
(hrlonm;l end Supplies, San Rogue Airdrome, Mindenao, Philippine
Islends),.

® :

1, The planning of this mission took into consideration the activity at
San Roque Airdrome nesr Zamboenga, Mindanao, and the dis ruption of seme., Each
plane was to carry 72 x 23 lb. parafrag bombs and the terget was to be hit from
Northeest to Southwest, Strefing the entire srea was imperstive. The 405th,
823rd, and the 822nd Sgquadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M), were to perti=-
cipate in the assault in that order, P=38 fighter cover wa s to rendezvous with
| the Growp at Mengel Point on Basilan Islend at 1145/1,

II

1. We took to the eir with six B-25Js at 0945/I fram Pitoe Airdrome,
Morotai, Moluccan Islands end after getting into formation headed for our point
of rendezvous with the fighterss The Squadron then headed for San Roque,

& 2. The terget was attacked from Northeast to Southwest at 1326/T from
minimum sltitude with 293 x 23 1b, parafregs. The srea covered by the attack
consisted of the East helf of the runway snd the area Southeast to Vinta land-
inge The entire bomb load dropped was well patterned in this srea, No observa-
tions were made due to smoke from the bombs dropped by the preceeding Squadron.
The entire area was thoro ughly strefed with 12,350 rounds of .50 caliber am=
munition but no demage was observed. 139 x 23 lb, parafrags were returned to
base due to rack failure. Fhotos were teken by two plsnes but show no pro=
nounced damsge.

3. Slight to moderate, sccurste to insccurate mechine-gun fire was re-
ceived from the erea covered by the bombing run. One airplane was holed with
no injury to persomnel or demage to the plenes Slight and inaccurste mechine-
gun fire was observed coming from Occ Island, South of Zamboanga, on the withe
drawal,

4« The runwey eppeared serviceable but no activity was reported, One
barge, possibly serviceable, was observed at Mengal Point. The return to base
wa 8 accamplished without inecident and the last pleme landed at 1645/I.
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SECREL
APPENDIX *C*

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUAIRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FCRCES
S.2 SECTION

1|P|°o 9%.
1 December, 1944.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 33l«ZeA=l, 29 November, 194l.
(Hatetabako Airdrome and Disperssl Area).

0 ¢ Commanding General, Far East Air Forces (P), 4P0 565, (Thru Channels).
(Attention A.C. of S., &=2).

I

1. This nine airplane attack was planned as a result of reported ser-
vicing activity on Hatetabeko Strip, Halmshera Islands. A low-level bambing
and strefing attack was to be made from East to West with the strip and per-
sonnel eress to the South the masin terget, Three planes of the 823rd Bombard-
ment Squedron (M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) were to lead followed by six
planes of the 822nd Bomberdment Squadron (M), 38th Bomberdment Group (M), The
bomb load per plane was 72 x 23 lb. parafrags.

i

1. At 1430/I one B-257 and two B=25G-1 type airplenes of the 823rd Bom-
berdment Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M) took off from Pitoe Airdrame,
Morotai, Moluccan Islands, circled the area once to form into a Group formstion,
and proceeded South to the target, The epproach wes mede at minimum al titude
over land North and East of the target. At 1445/I the attack wes msde from
East to West dropping 106 x 23 1bs parafrags South of the strip, starting three
billowing white smoke fires in the personnel area., The area was thoroughly
strafed with 6900 rounds of .50 cal. emmnition, causing two smell grey smoke
fires just South of the West end of the strip. Bombs dropped South of the East
end of the strip caused tw o grey smoke fires, 4s the Squadron left the ares a
white smoke fire, started by the 822nd Squedron, was seen just North of the East
end of the strip,.

2, Moderate, heavy and insccurate sntiaireraft was encountered while the
Squadron was epproaching from the Northeast. Over the target moderzte, accurate
machine-gun fire holed two plames from the 822nd Squedron which made their at-
tack in the seme formation,

3. E-20 photos were teken over the target by one airplane.

L. Three schooners sbout 50 feet long were seen stationary at the mouth
of the Hatetsbako River, There was no apparent activity on Hatetabako Strip.

5. 0On the return to base allplenes in the Group searched the water area
South of Morotai for a missing airplsne from the 822nd Squadron with no success.
The last airplene landed at Pitoe Airdrome, Morotei, at 1620/I.
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