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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROWP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
8-2 SECTION

A.P.0s 713 Tnit #,
21 June, 194h.

A COMBAT NARRATIVE:

1., The situation at the beginning of the month was as followa: Allied
Forces were consolidating gains from landings at Altspe and Hollandia; softening
up raids were being cerried on against the Wakde-Maffin-Sawer Area, and Biek
Island wes being pounded by B-24s, Sporadiec raids by a few planes were carried
on by the Nips against the Hollandis installations. On the ground, Allied Ground
Forces were continuing the merch towsrd Hansa Bay, end had reached Uligan Harbor.
Clean-up operations were still going on in the Admiralty Islands, Forces from
the Tedji Area were starting a drive toward But,

2, Up to May 17, the mission of this squadron wes to continue soften-
ing-up raids on the Sawar-MaffinWakde irea. A bombing and strafing attack i
on Sawar Strip on Mey 7 nvulﬁlﬁnhino-gun positions on both aides of the
strip and 20mm A/A on both ends.” This raid was followed by four bambing and
strafing attecks on Wekde Island where no opposition was encountered.2 Another i
bombing attack on Sewar on May 17 completed the pre-invasion attacks and suceeas-
ful landings were mede at Toem Village on that day,3 The following day, May 18,
a successful landing wezs effected on Wakde. In spite of the high tonnage of
bombs showered on Wekde by B-2is and B-25s more than 700 Japanese soldiers were
alive to defend the Island.

3, The Wekde air operations completed, our attention wes diverted to
troop cocncentrations in the But to Borem area. Several reids were run to Cape
Karawop and But.’

4e On May 2l eight pleanes and crews were sent temporsrily to an
advenced base for the purpose of carrying out several sirafing end bombing raids
on enemy concentretions at Babo, Otawiri, and Timoeka. On May 27 and 31, straf-
ing attecks were made ageinst Otawiri and Babo. At Babo the squadron wes inter-
cepted by five to eight Zekes, a Tony and an Oscer. Two Zekes were definitely
destroyed. These are the first enemy fighters to be destroyed in air combat by
this squadron.>

5. The following statistics on the squadron's combat record for May,
194); are of interest: Srties--119; enemy planes destroyed in combat--2 Zekes;
bomb load--78 tons; rounds of .50 cal, ammmition fired--57,495; rounds of +30
cal, ammunition fired--3250,

1. Refer %o ipp. "4%, FFO 128-B, and App "C", Target Maps.

2. Refer to App. "A", FFOs 132-D, 135-E, 136-D, 137-E, and App *C", Terget Maps,
3. Refer to App. "A", FFO 138-D, and App "C", Target Maps.

L. Refer to App. "A", FFOs 140-B, 141-E, 1,2-D, 143-E, and App "C", Target Maps.
5e Refer to App. A", FFOs 148-A, 152-A, end App *C", Target Maps,
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4e The following officers and enlisted men were returned to the
States: 1st Lt, ANDERSON F. WILLIAMS, Capt, FORREST A. MOWRY, 1st Sgt, FRED
ULMER, M/Sgt, STEVE P. KOLLAR, §/Sgt. METHODIOUS C. ZAGRAPAN, Sgt, VERNER L.
TINNEY, end Cpl. JOSEPH D. KING, Three enlisted men were evacuated from the
hospital, Two new officers ceme into the Squadron, 2nd Lt, ALEXANDER H. LOWE
end F/0 GHARLES F. TALLIAN. Eight enlisted men joined the Squadron. So the
Squadron strength at the end of the month remained at sixty-five officers and
two hundred ninety-six enlisted men.
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APPRDIX *D* 2 l."
b = ' SECRET

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AsPela 713 Unit #1,
7 Wy, 1944,

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 124-F, 3 May, 194k.
T0 : Commanding Gemeral, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention 4.C. of S.s A=2).

le One B=25D type airplane of the B23rd Bomberdment Sguadron (M), 38th
Bomberdment Group (M) tock-off from Nadzab, New Guines, Strip #1, at 0907/K
to lead the 89th Bombardment Squadron (L) on a medium eltitude bombing mission
on Wewak dirdrome, New Cuinea. Rendezvous was affected over the Leron River
at 2000 feet at 0917/K. The B=25 led the &«20s up the Merkham Valley to Gusap
where the Ramu Valley was followed to t:e Sepik River which was followed to &
point 10 miles Southwest of Wewak where the Sguadron assumed a 12 planes a-
treast formation with the B-25 flying as single ship ahead,

2o Thin alto-stratus at 12,000 feet and unlimited visibility made ex-
cellent bombing weather. The epproach to the target was made at 1034/K. The
B=25 dropped 5 x 500 1b, demolition 1/10 second delay fuse bombs., Only 1 bomb
hit in the:assigned target. Four bombs overshot and hit in the weter. Bombing
run was made on a heading of 350° from an altitude of 6500 feet. Most of the
4~20's bombs hit in the target. E=21 vertical photos teken show the 4 bombs in
the water and many bomb bursts on Wewak Strip. Strip sppeared covered with bomb
eraters,

3. There was nil /A fire.
4. There was nil interception.
5 There were nil sightings,
The formation cleared the target area at 1036/K, made a wide 90° right

be
turn and returned to Nadzab via the mouth of the Sepik River up the Remu Valley
and down the Markhem to Nadzab., dirplane lsnded at 1155/K,

Ge H, Puddy
zuﬁ%m PUDDY,
1st Lieut., Alr Corps,

Intelligence Officer.
Certified True Copy:

PHILIP M. TRAYIOR,
1st Qiﬂﬂ.o' Alr h'p..
Unit Histoiian,
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823RD BONBARDENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (10)
ARMY AIR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AF,0. 713 Unit #1,
8 lay, 190k

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No, 128-3, 7 “ay, 194lL,
TO + Commending Cenmerel, Fifth Air Forces, APO 925, (Attention A.C. of S., A=2)

1. At 0625/F, six B-25G=l type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardmen: Squadron
(M), 36th Bombardment Group (M) took off from Strip #1, Nadzab, New Guines %o
participete in a bombing and strefing attasck on personnel and supply areas in
the vicinity of Sawar Airdrome. Rendezvous was abttempted over the “eron River at
0645/ at an altitude of 2000=4000 feet. Due to cloud formations over the ren~
dezvous peint two airplanes failed to find the lead flight and proceeded independ-
ently to the secondary target, a road on the east side of Wom Point, Two airplanes
returned to Nadzab because of engine troubles Two airplenes proceeded to the prie
mary target arriving in the target area at 0955/K. The airplanes attaclking Wom
Point arrived over the target at 0835/K.

2, Weather at Sawer was 6/10 cumlus at 200 feet, visibility unlimited,
At Wom Point weagher was scabttered cumulus at /000 feet, Sawar was attacked on
a heading of 280 parallel to the strip, st minimm & titude. 26 x 100 1b,
demolition, 8~11 second deley bombs were dropped in the area between Sawar Strip
and the sea, The same erea was strafed with 5700 x cal. o50 and 2200 x cal. «30
rounds of ammnition., 18 bombs wers salvoed by the second airplane. Slight
damage was ceused to the lead mirplane by a medium A/A burst beneath the open
bomb baye. Demage to the target was unobserved due to trees and dust from the
bomb bursts. At Wom Point the atieck was mede at minimum altitude on a northwest
heading. 44 x 100 1b, demolition, 8-11 second deley bombs were dropped &l ong the
road gouth end east of Wom Point and on Wom Point, causing a black suoke fire at
the east side of the base of Wom Point and a white smoke fire on the tip of Wom
Point. The area was sirafed and photos were ®mken with K-Z1 cameras.

3. There wes no interception by enemy eireraft.

L4e A/A encountered over Sawar was slight to moderste, very accurate he vy
from position liw end medium from 8w, Moderate accurate m/g fire cam from 10x
and 11 x,.

5e The following sightings were rgorted: Iarge black mmoke fire in the
middle of target llx at Sewar; stacks of supplies along coast road in target 1llx
at Sewar; hesvy A/A bursts over Wakde Islend; 2 small barges just off shore west
of Wewak Point.
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829RD BOMBAFDMENT SQUATRON (M), 38TH BOMEBARDNENT GROUP ()
ARMY ATR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AJP.0, 713 Unit #1,
12 MBF. 19)4“-'

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No, 132-D, 11 May, 194
TO ¢ Commanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention A.C. of S., Am2).

1, TFour B-250=1 and two Be25D type airplanes of the 323rd Bambardment
Scuadren (M), 38th Bombardment Croup (M) tock off from Strip #1, Fadzeb, New
Guinea at O7L0/K to participate in a medium altitude bembing ettack on Wakde Is=
lend, Dutch New Guinea, The fowr Squadrons of the 38th Bumbardment €roup (M) as-
gumed a formetlon of individual squadrons flying in 2 = 3 plene elements over the
Leron River and were on course up theMarkham Valley at 0750/K. The formation flew
down the Ram, crossed the Sepik end continued perallel to the ccast epproxime tely
15 miles inland following a hesding of 290° to approach the target at 1041/K,

2. The weather over the target was 10/10 altoesiratus at 10,000 feet with
slight drizzle dirvectly over the target. Visibility wes 8 = 10 miles, The tomb=
ing run wes mdde on a hesding of 270% by 2 flights of 3 planes each, *A" Flight
flew at 4700 feet, *B* Flight at L4200 feets IsheS. was 210 miles per hour, 30 x
500 1b, I,D. bombs were dropped on target 10x, the northeasi reveiment area. 4All
bombs fell in the assigned target thoroughly covering the area, The weslern fourth
of the area was burning fierely emitting black smoke intermittently causing fuel
drums to explode. Other results of the bambing were unobserved. K-17 and E-21
vertical photos were taken bty 3 airplemes. These disclosed excellent coverage of
the assigned target. Bombs canbe seen bursting among 5-6 unserviceable sirplanes
in the northeast reveiment sarea.

3+ There was nil A/A Tire,
lis There was nil interception.

5. Sightings made were as follows: A large fuel fire near the west end of
the Wakde Sirip in bright red fleme; e burning airplane on the north side of the
center of the Strip; a large fuel fire near tergets 3w and 4w ceaused by heavy bom-
bers thet preceeded our attacks; a well constructed jetty 70-80 feet long pro-
$ruding in the small river nesr Toem Village; & well tuilt bridge mear the jetty
across the rivers

6. The Squadron cleared the target area et 1042/K and rade a wide 1&3?
left turn resuming its place in the Group formation, The Group returned to Nadzab
over the same route taken %o the target. The last airplene landed at 1350/K

s/George H. Puddy,
%/ GEORGE H, PUDDY,

CERTIFIED THUE COPY: 1st Lt., Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer.

PHILIP M, TRAYNOR, SECRET
lst it,, A.C. ¥y 1 aimi e
Unit Historian, &

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

.

. -
: .
s - A FEODI2 0 . -
k
o ' r . -

e ———

825RD BOMBARIIENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
ARMY AIR TORCES
S-2 SECTION

A.P,0, 713 Unit #1,
Ly Nay, 151L.

SUBJECT: MNerrative Report, Mission Noe 134=F, 13 May, 194k
TO + Commanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention AsCs OF Sey A=2)s

ls Four B-25G-1 aml 2 B=25D type airplames of the 823rd Bombardment Squg=
aron (M), 398th Bombardment Group (M) took off from Strip #1, Nadzab, New Guinea
to perticipete in & medium altitude bombing attack on Eoram Airdrome, New Guinea,
to be conducted by squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M), The Croup ren=
dezvoused over the Meron River and flew up the “arkhem Velley, then followed the
Ram Valky, crossing the Sepik River, themce up the coast to &prrozsch the target
on e heading of 270%,

2. The squadron began its bombing run at 0923/K in a formation of 2 flights
of 3 airplenes each from en altitude of from 5300 to 5700 feet, The weather was
clear directly over the target. Small curmlIus clouds hovered sbout the mountains
to the§outh. 30 x 500 1b, demolition, 8«11 second delay bombs were dropped at
Borsm irdrome, &5 of ihe bombs hit the runway which was theassigned target. 25
bambs Pell in train perallel to the strip from the north side to the north edge
of the revetment area. Thotos taken by 2 airplames do not indicate how meny hits
were scored on the strip due to the delay sction of he fuses. 'Tapa:nsse propaganda
leaflets were dropped over the target.

3. There was nil A/A fire.
li« There was nil interception.

Be The following sightings were reported: I small barges near the north
shore of Iuschu Harbor; a large fuel fire 600 ysrds southeast of the sast flight
gap of Soram strip; the strip appeared unserviceable prior to our attack,

6. The target was cleared at 0925/X, The squadron resumed its place in
the Croup formetion and returned to base over the same route teken to the target.
the last airplene landed at 1100/Ke '

s/George H. Puddy
+/GECRGE H. PUDDY,
J.Bt Licut-, Air GOI'pB.
CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: Intelligence “fricer.

FHILIP M, TRAYIOR,
1st Lieut., Air Corps,
Unit Historiam,
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829RD ROMBAFRINENT SQUADRON (1), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
ARV ATR TORCES
S-2 SECTION

AsP.0. 713 Unit #1,
16 May, 194k.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No, 136-D, 15 May, IS4L.
it + Conmanding General, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention A.C, of 8., A=2),

le Two B-25D and four B-25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Eamberdment
Scuadron (M), 38th Eombardment Group (M) tock off from Strip #1, Nadzab, New
Buinea, at O7L5/E to participate in a bombing and strafing attack on the southe
west coast of Insoemoar Island, Terget 3. The flight proceeded directly to the
target.

2. Weather over the targ-t was slight haze with a 2/10 cirro-stratus cloud
layer at 20,000 feet, 30 x 500 1b, demolition instenteneous bombs were dropped
in the target area from 6000 feet altitude on a bearing of 290° at 1100/%. Af-
ter the bombing attack the target areas was strafed with 4750 x cal., .50 amd 700
x cal, 30 amunition from minimm altitude. PFhotos taken of the bombing with
E=17 cameras show only bomb bursts. Fhotos were taken of the strafing with E=21
CEMETaS,.

3. There was gil interception by enemy airplare s.
he Nil A/A was encountered over the target.

5+ The following sightings were reported:r Two crew members reported a
crashed B-25 with the nose crumpled and the $ail sheared off, but otherwise in-
tact, near the northeast reveiment area of Wakde Strip; a possibly serviceable
S3F wes seen in a revetment at the northeast corner of Wakde Strip; a small black
smoke fire was seen m ar A/A position 5W; two large black smoke fires were seen
et Sawar.

6, After lesving the target the flight reformed and returned directly to
Nadzabe The last sirplane landed at Strip #1, Nadzab, New Guinea, at 1420/F,

PHILIP M, TRAYM'OR,
lst Lisut., Air Corps,
Asst. Intelligence Yfficer

SECRET
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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDIENT GHOUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
8-2 SECTICN

AP0, 713 Unit #1,
17 Nay, 191k,

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No, 137-E, 16 May, 19Lk.
T0 : Oomending Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention 4.C. of S., 4=2),

1, Two B=-25D and four B-25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bambardment
Sauedron (1), 35th Bombardment Group (M) took off et 0710/K fram Strip #1, Nedzab,
New Cuinea, to participate in a medium altitude bombing attack on Wakde and
Insoemsnai Islands, Dutch New Guinea, conducted by four sguadrons of the 38th
Bombarément Group (M). The Group formed in individual sjuedrons flying in three
plene elements over the Leron River at 2000 feet. The Xgrkham-Rem and Sepik
Valleys were followed, thence the formetion Tlew parallel o the comst 20 miles
inlend on a heading of 300° to approach the target at 1036/E. One B-25D type
airplane had an engine failure five mirutes after take off and reburned to base.

2. Approach to the target was macde on a heading of 300°. The weather was
clears 25 x 500 1lb. demolition inafantaneous bombs were dropped from 5500 feet
alonz the southwest shore of Wakde “sland. HResulis other than bomb burstis were
not observed, FK=21 photos ¥aken indicated bambs hit slightly inland along the
southwest shore, Demage was unassessable., JNative propaganda leeflets were
dropped in the Sepik Area.

Je There was nil A/A.

I« There wes nll interception,

5. One reliable crew member reparted itwo secondary sub-surface explosions
as a result of the 822nd Bomberdment Squadron (1) bombing off-shore between

Wekde and Insoemanail Islands. Grey smoke was seen rising to 200 feet near Maffin
Drome. Barrage of heavy ani medtum A/A was seen over Sewar or ¥affin Airdrams.

6« The squadron cleared the target at 1033/K, resumed its place in the
Group formetion and returned to base over the ssme rouie taken to the targel.
The last airplene landed at Nadzab at 1335/K.

s/George H. Puddy,
+/GEORGE H. PUIDY,
1st Lieut., &ir Corps,
CERTIFIED TRUE COFY: Intelligence Officer,.

PHILIP M. TRAYNOR,
1st Lieut., 4ir Corps,
Unit Higtorian,

_ e ===
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SECRET

823RD BOMBARDIENT SOUABRON (1), 36TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARIY AIR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AB0, 713 Unit A1,
18 May, 194k

SUBTRCT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 138D, 17 May, 194k
TO : Commending Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention A.C. of S., A=2),

l. One B=25D and five B=25G-1 type airplemes of the 323rd Bogberdment
Squadron (M), 38th Bambardment CGroup (M) took off from Strip #1, Nadzab, New
Guinea, at 0720/K to perticipate in a bombing etteck on Sewar Village, Dutch New

_ Cuinea. The flight proceeded directly to the target at an altitude of from
6 - 8000 feet arriving at the target area at 102L/K.

2. Weather over the target was L/10 covered with strato-cumlus clouds at
6000 feet. As the flight leader started the spproach on theassigned target he
observed the 345th Bomberdment Group (M) attecking its target at such an altitude
thet to bomb the primary target would jeopardize the saefety of both this Squadron en
the 345th Bombardment Group (M), The flight leader selected as an alternate target
villages by the mouth of the Orai River, and at 1029/K, on a heading of 205° at
7000 feet, dropped 30 x 500 lb. cemolition instantaneous bombs emong the villages
ceusing two fires up to 200 fect. Yther demege was unobserved. Fhotos were taken
of the bombing with ¥=20 end K=21 cameras.

3. There was nil intercepbion by enemy airplanes.
he Wil A/A wes encountered over the tarzets

B5e The following sightings were reported: Two medium size fires were seen
on Ingoemoar lsland; a small berge was seen burning fiercely on the Bast side of
Vandoemoear 1sland; two medium size barges were seen on the South side of Vanimo
Herbor; P-LT7s were seen strafing the West end of Eoram Irome causing small white
smoke fires; one puff of heavy A/A wes seen at 2000 feet over Sawer at approximately
1040/K.

6, After lesving the target the flight returned down the coast staying
over the water until it reached the Sepik Fiver mouth. From the Sepik River the
£1ight continued directly to Nadzab. Four airpleanes landed at Strip #1, Nedzab,
New Cuinea at 1350/, One airplene lended at Seidor to refuel end landed at
Nedzab at 1426/%, 6ne eirplene landed =t Tadji to refuel and lended st Nadzeb
at 1150/%.

FHILTP M. TRAYNOR,
lst Lieut., Air Corps,
Asst. intelligence Officer.

— o — ——
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823RD BOMBARDVINT SQUATRON (1), 98TH BOMBARDMENT GRUP ()
ARIY ATR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AJ.0. 713 Unit #1,
20 May, 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 140-B, 19 May, 194k.
0 : Commending Gencral, Fifth Air Force, APD 925, (Attention A.C. of S., A=2).

le Two B=25D and four B-25C-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment
Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from Strip #1, Nadzeb, New
Guinea, at 0715/ to participate in a medium eltitude bombing attack on the sus=
pected Headquarters of the Japanese 18th Army near Cape Karawop, New Guinesa.
The Souadron joined the other three squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M)
over the Leron River and proceeded up the larkham, Remu end Sepik River Velleys
to Timbunke where the sguadron took spacing for individual bombing runs over the
target. A dry run was made on a hesding of 355° after which a wide 360° left
turn was executed to approach the target on e heading of 180° at 0922/K, Japanese
propagenda leaflets were dropped over the target.

2. TWeather over the target was cleer and visibility wes unlimited..
1) x 1000 1b, instanteneous demolition bombs were dropped in the assigmed targetd
one mile due south of Cape Farawope Two native type houses wer:- destroyed; other
result s were unobserved., FE-20 and K-21 photos disclosed all tombe hit in the tar=
get but demage was unessassable. The sgquadron made its attack in a formation of
two three plene flights fram 7000 feet, I.d.S., 210 miles per hour.

3. There was nil A/A fire,
lio» There was nil interception.

5+ Sightings reported were as follows: 3 or L barges or large row boats
were seen on the gsouthwest side of EKarasu Islend; one large barge or lugger was
seen } mile southwest of Kairiru Mission apperently stetionary., A-20's were
bambing Karewop Plantation 5 minutes before our atiack; 2 white emocke fires were
seen near the center of the Plantation.

fs The souadron cleared the target at 0925/K. The return flight was made
over the same route followed to the target. The last airplane landed at Nadzab
at 1100/%,

s/George He Puddy
+/GEORGE H. PUDDY,
CERTIFIED THUE COPY: igt Lieut,, Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer.
HILIP M. TRAYNOR,
1st “ieut., Air Corps,
Unit Eistorians.

— o ————
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823RD BOMBARDNENT SQUADRON (M), 36TH BQUBARLMENT GROUP (M)
ARQLY ATR FORCES
S=2 SECTION

AP,04 713 Unit #1,
21 May, 19“4»’

SUBJECT: Nerrstive Report, Mission No., 141-E, 20 May, 194k. 7
TO + OBmmanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention A.C, of S., A=2)

1, The 823rd Bombardment Scuadron (1), 38th Bomberdment Group (M) sent
two B-25D's end four B-25G-l airplanes to bomb a Japenese 18th Army bivouac area
1 mile Southwest of But Airdrome, The planes took off from Strip #1, Nadzab, at
0740/X, flew up the Markham Velley, down the Rema Valley and up the Sepik River to
Buriu where the squadron took its spacing with other squadrons of the Group for
the medium altitude bombing run over the assigned targets in tle But Area.

2, "A" Flight was 5 minutes shead of "B* Flight when the attack was made
at 0945/, "A* Flight laid 7 x 1000 1b. I,D, bombs across Loauim Village and
north for 500 feet on a heading of 2g°. "B* Flight was geleyed by cloudy weather
end bombed later on e heeding of 330°s Ilip and Buncne 'illages were hit with
7 x 1000 1lbe I.D. bombs, Both Plights were at 5300 feet with 210 I.4.8. 7/10
clond cover at 4000 feet interfered with obsefvation of spscific results, but
all banbs hit in the assigned targets. X-21 photos disclosed nothing that might in«
dicate that a segment of the 18th Army had been further battered by the 5th Air For-
oes' acriel mopping up cempaign of the Wewak Coast. The six airplares made a 360°
left turn and swept southeast along the cosst from Sowem Villages to But Village
firing 4285 x cal. .50 am 200 x cae 30 and causing 2 grey smoke fires nesr the
northeast corner of Eut Dpome of undetermined compositione

Je. o ground fire was encountered.
I« Yo ifiterception was encountered,

5 Sightings were generally of previously known damaged aircraft on Bui
Drome and of former A/A installations in the garden plot West of But Drome. On
the route taken to the target the squadron's navigator saw a crash-landed B-25 at
the position 0388 - 14327E. This plene is from this CGroup end its position was
previously knowne About 200 yerds southwest lay a square white penel, This sighte
ing was mede from 6000 feet at 0935/¥ and had not been previously reported.

6. After reforming the return flight was made over the s-me roube taken to
the target, Decause of heavy rain in the Nadzab area the VBC instructed all plams
to land at Cusap at 1130/X to ewait cleerer weathers, The sguadron took off again
at 11L5/K and the last plane lsnded at Nadzab at 1215/K

8/George H, Puddy,
+{GEORGE H. FUDDY,
1st Lieut., Air Corps,

CERTIFIED THUE COPY: Intelligence Officer.
M. TRAYNCR

1st, Ei-t,., ac, ' SECRET

Unit H istorian 1
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SECEREET

B23RD BOMBARDIIENT SQUADRON (M), 36TH BOMBARIMENT GROUF (M)
AR AIR TORCES
S-2 SECTION

A,P,0, 713 Unit #1,
22 liey, 19LL,

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, lission FNo. 1L2-D, 21 May, 194l.
TO0 : Camanding General, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention 4.C, of S., A=2).

1, Two B=25D and three B=25G=-1 type airplanes of the 023rd Bombardment
Squadron (1), 38th Bombertiment Group (M) participated in a medium el titude bomb-
ing attaek on the Cape Farawop Area, New Guinea, The Squadron's assigned target
wes the Tastern snd of Kerasau Island, After takewoff at 0705/K and rendeavous
over Nadzeb with other units of the Croup, the formation proceeded up the Markham
Valley down the Ramu, crossing the Sepik River near Timbunke to approach the tar-

get on a heading of 290%at 091)/X.

2, The first flight of 3 plenes was followed clogely by a flight of 2
and dropped 12 x 1000 I,D. bombs from L4000 feet through clear weathers On the
return strefing run over theisland the crews observed that many native type houses
on the Southeast side of the iglend were demolished by bombhits. K-21 photos
taken vertically revesl these claims to be correct. All bombs hit in the assigned
target. 7310 x cal, 50 and 1300 x cal. 30 rounds of ammunition were expended
in two strafing passes on the target and on Yuo Iglend from minimum sltitude,
Regults were not cheerved,

3, There was nil A/A.

i, There was nil interception.

5. Sightings made were as follows: Nil activity on Yuo Island; a fire e~
mitting white smoke was burning on the Northeast side of But Airdrome; a white
whale boat observed beached near Rengen V.3 L small barges of undetermined ser-
viceability were seen beached 1 mile South of Cape Ulekup on Fairiru Island; a
small schooner-like craft with mest 200 yards off shore between Wewak and Borem,

6o The Squadron flew down the coast to the mouth of the Sepik after the
atteck was completed at 0920/K. The return flight followed the Ramu-darkham
Vallys to Nadzab, The last airplane landed at 1110/K.

s/Gearge E. Puddy,
t/GECRGE H., PUDDY,
1st Lisut,, Air Corps,
CERTIFIED TRUE COFY: Intellizence Officer.

FHILIP M. TRAYNOR,
lst Lieut., Air Corps,
Unit Historian,
SECRET
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823RD ECMBARRENT SQUADRON (K), 36FH BOMBARIMENT GRUUP (M)
ARY ATR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AP0, 713 Unit #l,
23 May, 194,

SUBTECT: RKarrative Report, Mission No. 1}3-E, 22 May, 194l
T0 : Commanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention 4.C. of 5., &2).

1. Two B-25D and four B=25G=1 type airplenes of the 823rd Bogbardment Squa-
dron (M), 36th Bombardment Group (M), perticipeted in a medium sltitude bombing
attack on suspected Jaranese Ammy Headcuerters located South of Wisgling, New Guinea.
The squadron took of? at 0720/K at Nedzab end after joining the other three squa=-
drons of the 35th Bomberément Group (M) led the formation up the Marichem-Remu Val-
leys, crossed the Sepik River near Timbunke and approached the target on a heading

of 290° at 0912/K.

2. The formstion of two £1lights of three planes was flying in clear weether
at 1900 feet at I.A.S, of 210 M,P.H, 12 x 1000 1b. I.D. bombs were dropped in the
tarcet with unobserved results, Une airplane salvoed 1 bomb in the target armed
and 1 bomb was salvoed urarmed three miles West of the target. Malfunctioning of
the release mechanism was responsible. After the bambing rum, the squadrcn gircled
wide at sea losing altitude to minimum level for a sirsfing atteck northwest to
southeast beginning at Banak Village to Eengen Village. 7450 x .50 cale and 800
X ¢30 cal, rounds of smmnition were expended settiug fire to a grass roofed house
in Kengen ‘illage, Oher results were unobserved. °&pancse propaganda leeflets werd
dropred in the target.

3. Mil A/A was encountersde
lie WNil interception was encountered.

5, TFour canoes were seen on the southwest shore of Karasau Island. 2 ser-
vicesble barges wers seen on the north side of Mischu Harbor. Seversl grass shacks
were burning in Cholial, Wegua, and Kengen Villages. A serviceable 1/T was pried
on a small bridge neer the southwest side of Wom Pointe

6. The attack was completed at 0917/E. The redirn flight was made parallel
to the Wewak coest to the mouth of the Sepik River, thenee through the Ramu~*arkham
Velleys to Nadzab., The last airplane landed at Nadzab at 1105/FKe

s/Ceorge H, Puddy,
t/CEORGE H. FUDDY, -
1st Lieut., Air Corps,
CERTIFIED TRUE CQOPY: Intelligence Officer,

PHILIP M. TRAYNOR,
1t Lieut., #Air corps.
Unit Historian, SECRET

———— -
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SECERET

823HD BOMBAWIVENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARTMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AP.0, 713 Unit 1,
10 June, 194,

SUEJECT: Narrative Report, Mission Fo. 148-A, 27 May, 194l.
T0 : Commanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Foree, AP0 925, (Attention A.C. of 8., 4-2)

1. Teking off from Merauke Airdrome, Dutch New Guines at 0645/K, six
B=250G-1 type eirplanes of the 823rd Bomberdment Sguadron (1), 38th Bombardment
Croup (1) flew northwest and begen following the southwest coast of New Guinea
near Princese “sriamne Strait. This course was followed %o the region of Argeoni
Bgy whers the two preceeding sguadrons of the 38th Bombardment Croup (M) forma=
tion turned due north to their taerget at Babo emd this sguadron and the 405th
Squadron turned north northwest to the essigmed target at Otawiri Alrdrome,

New Guinea.

2. At 1020/K the sguadron begen its atrafmg attack followed closely by
the bombing run which was made on a heading of 60°, Visibilit iy at minimum al-
titude wes unlimited and the only deterrent of a highly suceessful attack was
the flat terrain approaches to the terget which obliterated any degree of sur-
prige. 120 x 100 1b, parademo and demc, 8-11 second delay bombs were dropped
in the west revetment erea and across the north hslf of the sirip. PBombing
destroved two 2 ton flat bed trucks parked on the west taxiway and seversl small
wooden buildings near the west side of the strip. 6,150 x .50 cale and 350 x
«30 cgl, rounds of macine-gun ammunition were sprayed over the target and
specifically at 2 sdditionel trucks parked near the north center of the stripe.
15 to 20 tents alonz each side of the sirip got their share of fthis intense
fire, but no results were seen by the aircrews while over the target. K-Z21
photos reveal only a s=mall part of the above observed cdamage but show in detail
the progress the enemy is making towards meking this drome en effective opera=
tional bese. 4irplene #856 wes slightly demaged when the pilot was absorbed in
riddling an enemy truck with his strafing fire and subaenuantly failed to pull
up in time to aviod a tree top.

3e. Therec was no A/A fire encountereds.

L+ Yo enemy sirplanes wers sesn airborne or growjded in or nesr the tare
getle

5 The airstrip and reveiment srea were in good condition prior to the
attack, however 500 lb, bombs of the J05th Sguadron wer: seen bursting on the
strip following our attack. 3 villages located approxzimately 2 miles south of
the target consisted of many small wooden buildings. Extensive eonstruction
work wes dn progrees in the vicinity of the airstrip. 4 possible m/g pit was
scen on the northeast side of the strip. No gun was vieible. Oil fire smoke
was seen rising from Babo vieinity. 4 column of black smoke was ricing from
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829D BONBARDMENT SQUADRON (), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF {M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
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4,2,0. 713 Unit A1,
10 June, 1Shl.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mssion No. 152«4, 51 May, 194,
T0 : Commending General, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention A.C, Of S., A=2),

le Six B=25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bembardment Squadron (M), 38th
Bombardment Croup (M) took off from ™srauke, Dutch New Guinea Airdrome at 0800/K
to lead a bombing and strefing etteck on eneny instdl lations, supply dumps, amd
grounded airplanes at Babo, Dtuch New Guinea, conducted by 2 squadrons of the 38th
Bombardment Group (M) in coordination with a one sgunadron attack by the 7lst
Bombardment Scuadron (M) on Otewiri Airdrome 25 miles to the southweste This
squadron led the Group elong the scuthwest New Guinea coast skirting Timoeka 25
miles %0 sea and separéted over Argoeni Bay to fly directly to their respective
target at Pabo and “tewiri.

2. It was necesszery for the formation to atbain an altitude of L4000 feet
to clear a amall mountain renge 5 minutes southeast of the target, conseguently
the squedron leader was required to lose altitude quiekly through an 8/10 under-
dast at 2500 feet extending over the coasbtel plain fo Bintoeni Bay. The attack
began at 1146/% on a heading of 320° Prom minimm altitude. 96 x 100 1b. para=
demo 8=11 second delsy bambs and 2 x 100 1b, demo 8=11 second delay baumbs were
dropped in trains from the south jetty to the west side of Strip l, Tue %o the de=-
lay fuses specifie dameg- was difficult to observe, however a large fuel fire was
burning in the south revetment ares as the sguadron left the target. Dombs were
seen to fall among several lerge wooden buildings in Target 9X (ref. Babo Temporary
Target Map) and at the base of a pertislly camouflaged tower just south of Target
1¥ cansing unobserved damage. X-21 low obiques phbtos takem by all asirplanes dis-
cloged extensive bomb damaege to buildings in the following targets: 3¥, 9X, 5%,
! 6% and 8K, The target was thoroughly strefed with 8925 x ¢50 cal, and 1400 x ¢30
cal, destroying a truck parked on the northwest side of 2V. The towercneer 1W
was also damaged by strefing. “ight A/A gun in IW was temporarily silenced by
strafing, The direction of run over the target was not as was intended but since
the squadron leader sew the enemy fighters all ready off the strip, climbing to
intercept, he deemed it necesssry to make his attack on a hesding of 320° instead
of 20° ag planned,

3« Moderate, medium, inaccurste fire ceme from position 5W bursting on
level but well off to right of ocur formation. Slight, light and inaccurate fire
with tracers crosd ng ahead of the formation came from IWe 2 crews members re-
ported 16 bursts of liOmm fire 200 feet above and to the left of the formation as
it was flying west over Bintceni Bay just off Mongoseh on Cape Tensimerah.

Le 5 to B Zekes, 1 Tomy and 1 Oscar intercepted the formation from 11,6/
to 1205/K over the target and as fer as Argoeni Bay. Tndividual passes r.'ere‘nnde
from all positions while the B-25's maintained 2 stepped down flights at minimum
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altitude. None of the attecks were closely pressed exeept one from 2 o'clock ,
from sbove to within 500 feet vhere fire from the leed airplane's turret hit the
Zeke in the engine ceusing it to explode with debris showering down to the ground,
While this Zeke was meking its last pass a second Zeke came in from 5230 o'clock
to atteck the #2 eirplane of "A" Tlight, Turret fire caught this fighter at 600
feet setting him afire and causing him to roll over into a dive that ended on good
solid earth, Ihe remainder of the attecks were helf-hcarted effarts of the intercep
tors to £ind a bre-k in the bombers' defencess Two Zekes appreached: head-on from
1000 feet above making a shallow dive and released £ white phosphorous aerial bombs
each. The bombs burst on level and two of the bombs burst so neer "B" Flight thet
it wes necessary to break formation momentarily. A Lily or Dinsh was seen flying
at our altitude 3/L to 1 mils off our right winge It is belicved this plame was
giving our altitude to the enemy bomber - fighters. A1l the enemy plenes dis-
appearsd when our formation entered a cloud bank neer Mamosen Villagee.

5, 2 smell power barges were seen 1 mile off shore from Utarom at 1215 /K,
Mumerous undemeged buildings and imstellations were seen in the target on with=
drewel, & serviceable Zeke was perked at the junction of the strip and the east-
west texiwey, b small bargss were beached 100 yerds south of jetty 3Y.

6, After eluding the interceptors the formation combinued southeest along
the New Cuinea coast to Merauke, The last airplene landed ab 1530/K.

s/George H. Puddy,
+/GECRGE H, FUDDY,
lst Lieute, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer,
CERTIFIED TRUE CQFY:

PHILIP M. TRAVIIOR,
1st Lieut.,mdir Corms,
Unit Historiane
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