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SECRET
AFFENDIX *D*

823D BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
38TE BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION

A.P.0. 929,
4 February 19hh.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No, 34=D, 3 February 194k.
TO + COmmanding General, Fifth Air Force, AFO 925, (Attention A.C. of S., A-2)|

1, Ten B=25G-1 type airplanes of the B23rd Bombardment Squadron (M),
38th Bombardment Group (M), took off fram Durand Airdrome, New Guinea at
0907/L as part of a ccordinated bombing and strafing attack on grounded
aireraft and supplies at But Airdrome, New Guinea executed by 3 squadromns
of the 38th Bombardment Group (M), The group assumed a formation of
individual squedrons flying in 3 and 4 plane elements over Durand and
proceeded on a heading of 350° to Gusap, New Guinea where rendezvous was effec-

ted with P=-38 and P=lj0 fighter cover at 1040/L. The well covered formation
of bombers continued up the Ramm Valley, crossing the Sepik River 60 miles
southwest of its mouth on a heading of 300° to a point South of the Prince
Alexander Mountains where the flights broke up into 3 plane elements for the
attack, As the last mountain was cleared the planes were at an al titude of
1500 feet from which the flights began their strafing atteck. Adirplane #8614
developed engine trouble 10 minutes after takeoff and returned to base at
0945/Le Flane #815 left the formation at remdezvous point when turret guns
failed to fire, Airplane landed at 1150/L, Plane #0866 left the formation 30
minutes before the attackdue to his inability to locate a position in a
flight, Flane #817 began losing fuel pressure 1 hour before the attack emnd
turned back 30 minutes before the attack, This airplane landed at Gusap at
1300/L where reirs were made and airplane returned to base at 1715/L. Air-
plene #872 joined the 4OSth Squadron in its attack when no position could be
found in this squedron's formation.

2. Approach to the target was made at 1218/L. The weather was good
with 9/10 strato cumulus overcast at 4000 feet, visibility 20 miles. A4 to-
tal of 101 x 3 x 23 1b, parafrag bombs were dropped on the supply dump East
of But strip, in the revetments elong the north and south sides of the strip,
and in the personnel and supply ereas just west of the strip om & heading of
290°, A% least 6 u/i SSF and 2 Sallys were destroyed by bombing, 1 twine
engins bomber was thoroughly riddled by strafing located in the north revet-
ments and along the north side of the strips 1 of the SSF was located on the
southeast side of the strip was seenmrning fiercely by the last element over
the target. A violent explosion in the fuel dump east of the sirip followed
by billowing columms of black smoke rising to 1500 feet was caused by bombing.
A large fire with black smoke obliterating most of the target in the revetment
ares northwest of the strip was burning as the lst flight passed over the tar-
get., Fhotos verify all black smoke fires and 1 SSF burning, 3 light Wmbers
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AFFENDIX "D"

CONFILDENTIAL
LIR - Nerrative Report, Mission No, 34D, 3 February 1944, (continued),

destroyed, one light bomber and 1 SSF damaged and possible damage to two
light bombers and 2 SSF, Bombs are shown bursting in the dispersal area on
both sides of the strip., The entire target was thoroughly strafed with 8500
rounds cal, 50 and 3050 rounds cal. 30 machine gun ammunition. Two planes
riddled 1 medium bomber located along the northwest end of the strip, Ko

fire was seen following this strafing but airplane was heavily damaged., Ue-
dium A/A positiom in the west flight gap was silenced by strafing. Three air-
planes received slight damage from shell fragments, 7 x 3 x 23 1lb, parafrag
bombs were salvoed at ssa due to rack failure over the target.

3. A/A fire was intense heavy and accurate to inaccurate from a known
position 1000 feet southeast of But Jetty. Barrage was laid at 15000 ft, near
crest of mountain cne mile south as first flight reached the targets Bursts
were 50 to 100 feet above the formetion during run on target. Moderate, me=-
dium and accurate fire came from the garden plot just west of the western end
of the west flight gap. This position was silenced by strafing,

4 There was nil interception,

5 The following sightings were reported: 2 crew members reported a
destroyer just off Cape Djeruan after leaving the target, This sighting was
made from 12 miles distanee, One large barge was seen on the northwest side
of Kairiru Island, one large Sugar Charlie was seen at Dagua and a medium size
barge tied to Put Jetty., Personnel were seen scattering in But Village as lst
element approached the target, ) cemouflaged propped up airplanes were ob=
served by one crew member on the north side near the center of the runway.
Black smoke was seen risimg to 1500 to 2000 feet over Wewak and Boram,

6e This squadron cleared the target at 1220/L resuming a formation of
3 plane elements and circled wide at sea around Kairiru Island continuing
south to the mouth of the Sepik River which was followed south to the Ramu
Valley. The Valley was followed to Nadzab where a heading of 170° was fol=-
lowed to base, Landing was made at 1441/L, The R.A.A.F, close fighter cov-
er was excellent, remaining with the bomber formation throughout the entire
mission from rendezvous point back to Nadzabe

GEORGE H, PUDDY,
lst Lieut,, Air Corps,
CERTIFIED TRUE COFY: Intelligence Officer,

JOSEFH R, KING,
CApt., Air Corps.
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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (M)
S-2 SECTION

A.F.0. 929,
5 February 194k.

SUBJECT: MNarrative Report, Mission No. 35-E, 4 February 1944.

T0 ; Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, AFO 925.
(Attention A.C. of S., 4=2)." f

1, Eight B-25C-1 and 2 B-25E type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment
Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from Durand Airdrome, New
Guinea at 0825/L leading a bombing and strafing attack on assigned targets at
Madang, New Guinea by 3 squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M). The group
sssumed & formation of individual squadrons flying in 3 and 4 plane elements and
proceeded, following a heading of 350°, to Nedzab where rendezvous was effected
with P=)7 fighter cover at 3000 feet altitude at 0940/L. The formation continued
up the Markham-Pamu Valleys crossing the Finisterre Panges North of Dumpu and
approached the target on a heading of 10°, Standby airplane remained with the
formation and joined the attack,

2, Approach to the target was made at 1033/L. The weather was good with
a high overcast and visibility 30 miles.. Flights "A" end "B" attacked the western
half of “raget Island (tarzet 16-D) in 1 three and 1 four plane element on a
heading of 355°. 32 x 500 8-11 second delay d emolition bombs were dropped on
terget 16-D with generally unobserved results except bomb bursts, 2 of which were
in the water, Flight "C", consisting of 3 airplanes, dropped 12 x 500 1b. bombs
on target 26-C just south of Madang Township on a heading 360° and continuea up
the coast to drop 3 bombs on Sek Island. Results other than bomb bursts were
uncbserved. All flights made a second strafing pass on the targst on Graget
Island. Photos show 5 to 6 bombs falling or bursting in the water off Graget
Island., Bombing was excellent, 50% of the bombs fell on land in the assigned
target, 25 x 75mm were expended in shelling Graget Island (target 16-D), 2 of
the shells hit in the water, the results of the remainder were unobserved,
20,200 x cal. «50 and 1300 x cal. 30 rounds of ammnition were expended in
strafing in the two passes on the target. The results were generally unobser-
ved becsuse of the low level and high spssa of the attack. 3 bundles of Jap
propaganda leaflets wre dropped on target.

3. BN11'A/A was encountered. Slight, inaccurate machine gun fire was
seen coming from a single position in the center of Modilon Plantation.

4. There was nil interception. Fighter cover was excellent,
5. The following sightings were maie: One small barge was seen appro=-
ximately 100 yards up the Gum River. 7 small barzes were seen beached om the west

side of Bili Bili Island by one crew member. A small submergible oil barge or mid-
get submarine was seen by one erew in Graget Harbor on the first run on the tar-
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823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION

A.F.0. 929,
18 February 1944.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. l}j=Se1, 13 Fsbruary 194l.

TO + Commanding General, Fifth Air Foree, AFO 925,
(Attention A.C. of S., A-2).

1. Ten B-25C-1s and four B-25D type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment
Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M) took off rrom #) Strip, Horanda Airdrome,
New Guinea at 0700/L as part of a medium altitude bombing attack on Momote Airdrome,
Los Negros Island, ddmiralty Group by squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M),
The Group assumed a formation of* individual squadrsna flying 3 and 4 plane elements
and proceeded on course following a heading of 340  to Tolokiwa Island where rendez-
vous was to have been effected with P-38 fighter cover. No fighters wre contacted
by this Group or seen during the course of the mission, The formation changed
course to a heading of 355° and contimued its flight to the target. Air planes
#879 enu #521 developed engine trouble at rendezvous point and turned back. Each
airplane salvoed 5 bombs at sea and landed at Horanda Airdrome at 1115/L.

' 2. Approach to the target was made at 0945/L. The weather was clear with
scattered 2/10 cumlus elouds at 4000 feet and a few high thin cirrus clouds 3 vigi-
bility was unlimited. The squadron-made its bombing run on a heading of 340 at an
altitude of 8300 feet in 4 flights of 3 planes each. The assigned target consisted
of a group of frame buildings, jetties and known medium A/A positions Northeast of
Momote Strip. 58 x 500 1b. instantanecus demolition bombs were dropped by the 12
airplanes as follows: 3 bombs fell short of the target in the water, 51 bombs fell
in the terget and 4 bombs fell in the Hyane Harbor, overshooting the target.

Fhotos taken indicate at least ten bomb bursts in Hyane Harber, 4 bomb bursts in
the sea short of the target. This interpretation shown L6 bombs in the target out
of 58 dropped. Bombing is considered cellent. Two large grass poofed shacks

near the shore on the South tip of Hyane Harbor were seen to disintegrate during
the bombing, Other results were obscured by smoke and dust caused by the bombing,
No fires were seen, 2 x 500 lb, bombs were returned to base due to rack failure.

3. There was nil A/A seen or encountered.
4. Thers was nil interception.

5« The following sightings were mede: Enroute and on return two crews ob-
served a yellow life raft with occupants at 03535 - 1473E at 1025/L from eltitude
+ of 1500 feet. Sighting was reported to FBY ®Gardenia® #l1 who acknowledged the
message, Anotper life raft was seen at 05008 - 14700E at 1040/L from a 1200 foot
altitude, Haft appeared uncccupied. A large weapon pit or similar construction
was sen at 552733 (ref. Forlaka 1:20,000). Unidentified 2 engine airplane was
seen from an eltitude of 10,000 flying at 1500 feet on 180° course at 0920/L over

CONFIDENTIAL
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SECRET

823RD BOMBARDMERT SQUADRON (M)
36TH BOMBAFRDMENT GROUF (M)
8-2 SECTION

‘nPlOo 929.
18 February 1944.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 45-D-1, 1l February 1944.

TO ; OCémmanding General, Fifth Air Foreces, AP0 925.
(Attention A.C. of S., 4-2).

1, Eight B-25C-1 and 4 B-25D type airpleanes of the 823rd Bombardment
Squadron (M), 38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from #4 Strip, Horanda Air-
drome, New Guinea at 0745/L leading other squadrons of the 38th Bombardment
Group (M) and squadrons of the 345th Bombardment Group (M) on a medium altitude
bombing & ttack on Momote Airdrome, Admiralty Group, and adjacent dispersal areas
and supply dumps. The Group assumed & formation or individual squadrons flying
in 4 - 3 plane elements and flew directly to Tolokiwa Island where remdezvous
was effected with P-38 fighter cover. The formation changed course to 3559, and
climbing to an altitude of 10,000 feet continued its flight to the target area.

2., Approseh to the target was made at 1038/L. The weather over the tar-
get was clear except for 5/10 cumulus cloud cover directly over the target. Bomb-
ing runs were made on a heading of 350° from 7500 to 8000 ft. altitude. 60 x
500 1b. demolition 1/10 second delay bombs were dropped on the runway and in the
east and west dispersal ereas. The entire target was thoroughly covered with bomb
bursts. When the last flight cleared the target 2 large columns of black smoke,
one at the northwest corner of the strip and one in the east dispersal area near
the center of the strip, was seen rising well above the smoke and dust of previous
bombings., No other results were visible, Fhotos show target well covered by
bombs and all bombs sppear to have hit in the target. Bomnbing was considered ex-
cellent.

3. Ineffective machine gun tracers were seen coming from Lombrum Foint
oo Manus Islend. There was nil A/A seen or encountered,

4. There wes nil interception,

5. The following sightings were made: A Fox Tare Charlie or 2 smaller
vessels moored together were seen just South of Lombrum Point in Papitalai Bay
near jetty. A silver fuselaze Tony with grey wings was s een just off the North-
sast corner of long Island at 1150/L from 2000 ft. altitude. Airplane appeared
to be pertially above water on a reef in fairly good condition.

6. The squadron cleared the target at 1050/L and cogtinued to maintain
a ) £light squadron £ ormation and following a heading of 160 flew directly to
buse. Landings were made at 1300 to 1315/L.

CERTIFIED TRUE COFY3: CONFIDENTILAL GEORGE H, FTUDDY,

1st Lieut., Air Corps,
h SECRET Intelligence Officer.

JOSEPH R. KING, -1-

Capt., Air Corps.
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S E C RET
AFPENDIX "D"

CONFIDENTIAL

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)

36TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (M)
S-2 SECTION

A.P.0, 929,
18 February 194k.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 46-D-1, 15 February 194k.

T0 + Commanding General, Fifth Air Fores, 4P0 925,
(‘tt‘ntion A.C. of s.. APZ).

l. Ten B-25C-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment Squadren (M), 38th
Bombardment Group (M), took off from #4 Strip, Horanda Airdrome, New Guinea at
0745/L to participate in a bombing and strafing attack on Kavieng Township, New
Ireland carried out by squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M) and by squadrons
of the 345th Bomberdment Group (M), Both Groups assumed a formation of individual
squ flying in 3 plene elements over Horanda Airdrome and followed a heading
of 360" to Cape Gloucester, New Britain where the heading was changed o 25° which
was followed to remdezvous point at Send Island arriving there at 0945/L. P-38
fighter cover began escorting the formation at an altitude of 2000 feet. The
formation, led by the 7lst Bombardment Squadrom (M), 38th Bombardment Group (i),
continued its flight on a heading of 55° flying around the Southern tip of Dyaul
Island across Kaut Bay and making landfall over the Northwestern most peninsula
of New Ireland. Airplane #879 developed engine trouble 20 mimutes after take off
and returned to base, landing at 0830/L. This airplane returned its bombs to base,

2. Approach to the target was made at 1118/L, 3/10 cumlus clouds were
scattered at an altitude of 2000 feet; visibility was unlimited. The attack was
made in a formation of 6 airplanes abreast; ome flight of 3 airplanes joined the
last flight of the LO5th Bombardment Squadron (M) to form a formation of b air-
planes abreast. 9 airpleanes dropped 45 x 500 1b. demolition B-11 second delay bombs
in trains on a heading of 20° from the main wharf to Mongol Village just north of
Chinatown, A bomb hit in a possible fuel dump just east of the main wharf and
caused a column of black smoke to rise to 2000 feet., The second wave of planes
encountered flying aebris consisting of oil drums, sides of houses, and supply
boxes. 5 of the bombs fell across the airplane salvage depot located just South
of Chinatown. Accurate observation of damesge was obscured by at least 10 large
black and whitesmoke fires in the township ceused by this squadron's and preceed-
ing squadrons' bombs. A4ll planes were required to use instruments to fly through
the clouds of black smoke caused by fiercely burning and exploding buildings, 5
of the bombs were dropped in target 11D 3/8 mile Northeast of Chinatown with u/o
results. A stack of 25 to 30 fuel drums located just east of the main jetty was
strafed and set afire. The entire township, Chinatown and Target 11D was strared
with 11,950 X ,50 cal. and 3550 x ,30 cal. rounds of machine gun smmnition, A
lugger moving between Busu Island and Nusome Island was strafed by 2 airplanes with
u/o results. Flantation buildings located on Southwest corner of Selapiu Island
were strafed., Tracers were seen entering a white freme fuilding but no fire was
seen., First phase photo interpretation of excellent low oblique photos reveal

SEgRE
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LTR - Narrative Report, Mission No. 46-D-1, 15 February, 1944. (Continued),

extensive damasge to supply dumps along shoreline from main wharf to Mongol Village.
Many frame buildings cen be seen disintegrating under the impact of acecurate bomb=
ing. One bomb burst cen be seen at the base of Saunders Wharf causing unassessable
damage. The height of the trees in the target prevented the airplanes from getting
the maximum effective results from their forward fire power. Several medium A/A po-
sitions are revealed and can be pin-pointed for future reference. One photo was taken
of a Betty Bomber which had nosed over in an emergency landing located near Kabian
Village approximately 15 miles south of the target. Other photos show coastal defen-
ces consisting of a 4 or 5 inch coast gun set in a turret near a command post,
numerous pill boxes, well constructed and well dispersed along the shore from

. Mongol Village to North Cape. Airplane #873 received what appeared to have been

a hit from medium A/A in or near the bomb-bay., The bottom of the airplane began
burning and the landing gear dropped down indicating a hit in thehydraulic gsystem,
The airplane pulled up sharply to an altitude of 150 ft. disappeared for a moment
in the dense smoke and was seen to crash and explode by two crew members between
the shoreline and thewest side of Chinatown. A white puff of smoke followed the
explosion. It wes not possible to locate the e¢rashed airplane in any of the
photographs. 4s most of the airplenes in the second wave of 6 planes had re-

. leased their boubs, it is assumed that #873 released its bombs before being shot

down. All bombs fell in the target. Bombing is considered excellent,

3e Slight, heavy inaccurate A/A was seen prior to the attack bursting at
2 to 3000 feet probably being fired at fighter cover that preceeded the bombers
over the target by 2 minutes. Intense, medium, accurate to inaceurate A/A fire
was received from position 1C and 2C, Intense machine gun fire, aceurate to ine
accurate was received from positions along the shoreline of the township, One
airplane received a single m/g bullet hole in the bomb bay,

lj» There was nil interception.

5« The following sightings were mede: 2 small merchant vessels were seen
on the West side of Nusa Island. At least 6 piles of oil drums were seen in the

. target. ‘"Cardenia #6", Airplane Sea Rescue FBY, was seen 10 minutes south of the

target flying a course of 20° escorted by 2 P-478, Two large black fires, one
coming from burning Fox Tare Baker near main wharf, &nd another near the northe
west side of airdrome were seen before the attack was made on the tarzet. 1 B-25D-
1 of the 7lst Bombardment Squadron (M) was seen on fire and headed out to

sea losing altitude rapidly. The airplane made a controlled landing 2} or 3 miles
North of North Cape. 3 men were seen in the water immediately after the airplane
sank.

6. The squadron cleared the target at 1120/L headed out to sea making a wide
180° left turn and resumed a squadron formation of 3 and k plane elements. A head-
ing of 230° was followed to Cape Gloucester Area; a course of 160° was then held
to Noranda Airdrome. Landings were maie at 1400/L to 1410/L.

—_——— e e e — = == =

CERTIFIED TRUE COFY; GEORGE H. FUDDY,
SECRET 1st Lieut., 4dir Corps,
Intelligence Officer.

JOSEFH R. KING, =D
Capt., Air Corps,
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LTR - Narrative Report, Mission No., 47-D-1, 16 February 1944. (Continued).

had tail cameras functioning during the attack, Photos taken by the 2 airplanes
are mistakenly numbered. The pilots of #0808 end #866 agree to this contention,

4 of the bombs dropped at this vessel were misses by from 25 to 200 ft. 2 x 500
1b, demolition 4-5 second delay bombs were dropped on 3 plantation buildings on
Selapiu Island with unobserved results, Both vessels were heavily strafed with
11,850 cal. .50 and 950 cal. .30 rounds of machine gun ammnition. Fire was seen
after strafing attack on PC Boat. Plantation buildings on Selapiu Island was also
strafed with unobserved results. 8 to 10 Japs swimming towards the shore from the
warship were strafed by 2 airplanes with unobserved results. A/A position on stern
of Sugar Baker was silent after first strafing attack. Flantation buildings on
Dungaten Plantation were strafed by 3 airplanes. Results of tracers entering white
frame house could not be assessed. One airplane returned 3 bombs to base due to
the lack of a worthwhile target,

3. A/A was heavy, slight, and inaccurate., Large bursts seen at 50 £t.
scattering shell fragments in the water, Source of the heavy A/A fire was un-
known. Both vessels mounted heavy guns but neither appeared tc be firing.
Machine gun fire came from amidships on Sugar Baker and from stern position of
the Patrol Creft, No damage was sustained by airplanes of the squadron.

4o There was nil interception.

5« The following sightings were made: A Fox Tare Baker in rusting con-
dition was seen on Mossom Reef. A small harbor eraft was moored next to this
vessel indicating possible salvaze work in progress. 16mm motion pictures were
taken of bombed vessels and of heavy bomber attack on Kavieng. Geysers of water
from coast batteries were seen 1§ to 2 miles off Kavieng Township. No evidence
of additional ships was seen during search around New Hanover Island and South-
east to Kavieng, Islands between New Ireland and Eew Hanover were searched.

6. Area of search was cleared at 1020/L. Squedron resumed formation and
followed a heading of 210° around the western tip of New Britain. 4 heading of
180° was followed to Horenda. Landings were made at 1410/L to 1430/L.

GEORGE H. FUIDY,

lst Iieut., Air Corps,

Intelligence Officer.
CERTIFIED TRUE COFY:

JOSEPH R. KING,
Capts, Air Corps.
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SECREZT
AFFENDIX *D*
CONFIDENTI

L

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (M)
8.2 SECTION

‘-P-o- 929'
20 February 1944.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mission No. 47-D=1, 16 February 194l.

TO 1+ Commanding General, Fifth Air Foree, APQ 925,
{(Attention A.C. of S., &-2).

1, Nine B-25G=1 type airplanes of the 8§23rd Bombardment Squadron (i),
38th Bombardment Group (M), took off from Horanda Airdrome, New Guinea at 0810/L
to participate in a bombing and strafing attack on a convoy reported by reconnais-
sance planes to be on course headed towards Kaviengz in a position spproximately
02208 - 15005E, The three squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M) assumed
a formation of individual squadrons flying in 3 plane elements and following the
345th Bombardment Group (M) proceeded to rendezvous with fighter escort at Sand
Island arriving there at 1000/L, 4 heading of 50° was followed from Sand Island
to the Southeastern tip of New Hanover Island where squadrons of the 345th Group
M) continued flying along the eastern and northeastern side of the island and
aquadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M) flew west along the southern end
southwestern shore of New Banover Island. Airplane #81l developed engine trouble
as the formation approached Cape Gloucester Area and returned to base landing
at 1150/L. Standby airplane #866 continued on the mission,

2. Approach to the terget was mace at 1045/L. The weather was clear
with 3/10 cumulus clouds at 3000 ft.; visibility unlimited. Over the command
redio, the Group leader, the lead airplane of the 405th Bombardment Squadron (M),
ordered the sgquadron leader of this squadron to attack two vessels tying in Lai
Bay near EKung Islend. The sguadron leader immediately began ris attack in single
plene elements cn a 4000 ton Sugar Baker lying at anchor just South of EKung
Island, 27 x 500 1b, demolition 4-5 second delay bombs were dropped from mast-
height in trains from stern to bow, across the amidships, and across the bow of
the vessel. 7 direct hits were scored by 6 airplanes attacking the Sugar Baker,
3 of the hits were on the stern, 3 amidships, and 1 bomb exploded on the star=-
board side of the ship., One hit made by the lead airplane on the stern caused
a fiercely burning fire that blackened the windshield of the airplane. Other
hits were confirmed by photozraphs, Inasmuch as this sguauron was ordered to
attack first and scored the hits confirmed, this vessel is claimed as derinitely
sunk by airplanes of this sguadron. 20 of the bombs dropped on the Sugar Beker
were misses by from 25 to 300 ft. 7 x 500 1b. demolition 4-5 second delay bombs
were dropped from mast-height at a Patrol Craft of 800 to 1000 tons which was
maneuvering violently in Lai Bay. 1 of the bembs hit in the center of the bow
blowing a large hole in the deck. 2 bombs exploded on the starboaerd side causing
the vessel to list 10° to the starboard., The vessel continued to move after the
hits. This ship is claimed as heavily damaged. Only 2 of the & planes engaged
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SECRET

823RD BOMBARDMENT SQUACRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
5-2 SECTICN

A,P.0. 713 UNIT 1,
1 meh' l9l|-u.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 56C-l, 25 February 1Sil.
TO :+ Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, (Attention A.C. of 8., A=2),

1, Eight B=253-1 and two B-25D type airplanes of the 823rd Bombardment
Sguadron (M), 36th Bombardment Group (M) tock 6ff from #4 strip, Horanda Airdrome,
New Guinea at 0945/L leading a medium altitude bombing attack on Boram Airdrome,
New Guinea by squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M), The Group assumed a
formation of individual squadrons flying in 3 and [ plane elements and flew
northwest on a heading of 350° to the Markham - Remu Valleys. The valleys were
followed to rendesvous with fighters over Gusap, New Guinea at 1130/L at 2000
feet altitude, The fomation continued its Plight to the mouth of the Sepik Rive
er then followed the coast to the target,

2. Aprroach to the terget was made at 1230/L. The squadron was in a for-
mation of one 6 plane element and one 4 plane element. The leader took evasive
action following a zigzag course until the actual bombing run was made on a head-
ing of 280° 18 x 1000 1b, demolition, instantaneous fused bombs were dropped
from an altitude of from 6500 to 7000 feet in the following targets (Ref, FATF
PHOTO TARGET MAP); 6 bombs fell in 38D, 4 bombs in 338, 4 bombs in 41D, 2 bombs
in 428, and 2 bombs in 36B. Results were generally unobserved due to scattered
cugnlus cloud cover over the target at 4000 feet, Fhotos taken by the two K-21
vertical cemeras showed appromimately 10 bomb bursts in targets 41D and 38D,
Damage was mot assessable from the photographs, Airplane #527 did not release
its bombs due to bambsight electrical failure, 2 x 1000 lb, bombs were returned
to base.

3. BHeavy, intense, accurate as to altitude A/A came from all knavn posi-
tions in the target and from known position on Cape Moem. Bursts began at 4000
feet and extended upward to 7000 feet as the last flight cleared the target,
Medium, moderste, inaccurate fire came from known positions in the target. Whie
burats were seen at 4 to 5000 feet. [0mm tracers were sesn by the crew of 1 air-
plene at 6500 feet 100 feet off the right wing. Bursts of hesvy A/A fire was felt
by erews of all 10 airplenes. No airplanea sustained damage.

4s There was nil intercepticn,

S5e The following sightings were made; Black columns of smole were rising
over Wewak Foint following attack by heavy bombers, Bombs from 822 Squadron which
followed this squadron over the target covered the target well, Fighter cover was
close and alert during the entire mission.

6o The squadron cleared the target at 1232/L, executed a wide 180° turn and
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SECRET

——— ————— — — —

823RD BOMBARDMENT SGUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY AIR FORCES
§-2 SECTION

A,P,0s 713 UNIT 1,
13 March, 194l.

SUBJECT: Nerrative Report, Mission No. 58G-1, 27 February 194l.
TO : Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention A.C. of S., A=2).

1. Eight B-25G-l type airplanss of the §23rd Bomberdment Squedron (M),
58th Bombardment Group (M) took off fram #4 strip, Horanda Airdrome, New Guinea
at 0810/L to perticipate in a minimum altitude bombing and strafing attack on
Los Negros Islend, Mokerang Plantation and Lorengsu Area, Admiralty Islands con=-
ducted by squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Group (M), The group assumed a fore
mation of individual squadrons flying in 3 and 4 plane elements and followed a
heading of 345° dl rectly to the target.

2. Approach to the target was made at 1100/L. Weather was good with
scattered c¢irrus elouds at 20,000 feet and unlimited visibility. 38 x 500 lb,
demolition 8-11 seeond delay bombs were dropped on assigred targe$ as followss:

32 bambs fell along the road from Fysne Harbor to the middle of Salami Flantation
destroying two small frame houses in a group on the shore of the north tip of Hyane
Harbor, A white smoke fire was seen in this location following the destruction

of the bouses, 5 of the bombs fell in lMokerang Flantation among 12-15 rederocfed
houses with unobserved resulis. 1 of the bombs was dropped in pelusu:Village West
of Loreéngau Airdrome on Mamus Island with resilts unobserved, All bombs were
dropped from minimuwm altitude of from 50 to 100 feet, Bombing was excellent,

Only one asirplane contained a cemera funeticning during the attack. FPhotos dis=
¢losed a burning fuel dump on Lambrum Foint caused by bambing of the L05th Squa=
dron. 4l1 areas were thoroughly strafed in two strafing runs on Los Negros Island
as well as.lorengeu Township and Airdrame, A canves covered pile of possible sup=
plies in a small mvetment South of Lorengau strip waes strafed. A slight smoke
was caused by strafing of houses in Lorengau Township, 15,080 cals <50 and 2,170
cal, 30 rounds were expended in strafing, Japanese propaganda leaflets were
dropped on Salami Plentation, 2 bombs were salvoed at sea due to rack failure,

3« Nil A/A fire was encountered during the entire attack.

i« There was nil interception.

5e The following sightings were medes A large oil fire was seen in the
jetty area on Lombrum Foint, Close observation revealed a large storagetank
and 5«6 oil drums with many strafing holss from whieh oil was pouring and burning.
Roads on Saleami Plantation appeared in good condition but were not heavily used,
7=8 undamaged European type houses in good condijion were seen on Waikutu Island
in the St. Andrews Group., Six unfinished frame houses were seen between Salami

and Mokerang Flantations. The destruction of one jetty was accomplished by the
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