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l  05TH BO +IDAR7 I ENT SQUADFtON (M)
, 3 8T;I BOPrBARDIyE NT G  .OUP (M)

,
ARh  AZFt FC  CI   

S - 2 SECTI ON.

. - - -      1.P. 4 . 713, II ni t ,  1 ,
2 0 I  ar ch , 1941+•

Sub3e ct s Squadr on Hi s t or y f or tFebr uar y , 191,1,..

To s Co  nandi ng Ge ner al , Uni t ed St at es Army   fr For ces , Was hi ngt on ,
D.C.

(Thru CbanneLs).

1. The 405t h Squa,d con has been an ac t i ne uni t under Fi f t h Bomber Com-
mand ai nce 5 Sept ember , 1 Y,.2 . ,,

2. Strength, commissioned ar  enlisteds
(a) 1 Febr uar y , 191 1} - Seventy -$ i x (76) commi ss i oned and two hun-

' dred and eigk ty (280) enlisted.(b ) Decr eas e of t e n ( 10 ) c olmni as i oned a rxi e i ght ( 8 ) e nl i s t ed .( c ) 29 Febr uar y , 191 1+ - Sf x t y - t  ev en (6? ) c ommi s ai oned and t wo
hundred and seventy-two (272) enlisted.

3. 5t at i ons (per m or t emp ) of uni t s or par t s t here of s
( a ) Ai r Eche l on t o Dobodur a AP4 503 on l l Febr us r y , 19L,l . arYt 22

Febr uary , 19h[,..(b ) Re t ur n of Ai r Eche l on s.
t Dob odura APO 503 on 17 Febr uary , 194 ,.

a r d 2 9 Febr uary , 191 1.. Adva nce det a i l of s ev e n (? )  gr our d pe r -
s onnel r ema3

.n at Fi ns chha,
f e n .

l  . Trt  .i.ni ng s
( a ) 1 Febr uas 'Y, 19  4 - t 1 u'ee B- 25C- 1   s , t rrs l ve B- 25D- l ss , f i ve

B- 25D  s and one B- 25H- 1 of whi ch t hr e e B- 25D- l ts and f ouor B- 25D  a
wer e not s er vi ce abl e . 29 Febr uar y , 19l;L,. - t wo B- 25C- 1 1s , t h3r t ee n
B- 25D- 1   s and t hr ee B- 25D1s of whi ch f otu  B- 25D- 1 ss wer e not s er -
viceabla.(b Thirty-six (36) trained pilots ana aeventeen (1?) t.rainad cretrs.

(c

 
Fractice bombing from medium altitudes ar d practice bombing and
at r af f i ng f  om mi ni mum al t i t wdea i s c onduct ed on da  ts t he a quad -
ron is released for maintainence and training.

5. Squadr on Co® andi ng Of f i cer a s
a JFSSE R. F(}LEY, JR. , Capt ai n .
b

 
1  0 5t h Bombar dment Squa.dr on (M)

, 3 3t h Bombar dme nt Ca oup (  I) .
(c) Most experienced pilot in organi.za

tion, having been 4perations
Of f i cer f   om 15 J une , 191 3 t o 18 Febr uary , l   l ,..(d ) Capt ai n FOLEY r e l i ev ed Pj:a j ar J JiHN J . 4 dTKI NS, r et ur ned t o t he
Uni t ed St a t ea of  Amer i ca , per Spe c i al Ord er # 1 3 , 3g'th Bomb Gr oup ,
  at ed 20 Febr uar y , 191,1..(e ) A. P. O. 929, Port Moresby, 20 Februax y, 191  . ;__   ;
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S  UADRON HISTCRY k̀OR F  RU  'iY, 191i1. ., 20 I  AKCH, 19  i. - COr ì'I N     -

6
. Out s t anci i ng mi s s i ons   13.s s i on #4 bD- 1 , 15 Fe br uary , 191,1..

Ni ne B- 25D- 1   s of t he 4 05t h Snuadr on t ook of f f r om S t r i p #4 ,
at Dobodura at 0800/E to execute a minimiun altitude bombing and straffing
a t t ack agai ns t t he t ownahi p of Kav i e ng , New Ir el and . The 1 05t h f l ew as
nwnber t wo s quadr on of t he 3 8t h Gr oup f or mat i on whi ch l ed t he 3  5t h Gr oup
to the target by way of Cape Gloucester and Sand Ialand. Rendezvous with
f i   h t er c ov er was ef f e c t ed ov er Sat d I s l ax d at 100 0/ L. One a i rp l ane was
f or ced t o r et ur n t o bas e f r om Sar d I s l ar d due t o eng i ne t r oubl e .

Ths s v,uadr on appr oached Kav i eng aver Ba l ga i Bay t o t he S out h and
formed ons elament of six airplanes abreast and one of five abreast which
included three airpl.anes of the g23rd Squadron. Both elementa approached
the target at minimwn altitude on a heading of 360 degreea with one minute
interval between fli

.g
hts. Each airplane carried 5 x 500 lb. demolition $

to I1 aecond delay fusa bombs making a total of 40 bomba dropped through
the Northez n half of the toRm ship, China town and along the ahareline t om
Government Ytharf to China town. 19,450 x .50 calibre and 1,900 x .30
cal i br e r ounds of ammuni t i on were expended by 4 05t h a,

i r pl
.a,nes i n at r af f i ng

the entire township and waterfront. Time of attack was 1115/L to 1117/i,.

K-21 oblique photos ware taken during the attack. I®rge quan-
tities of black smoke, fleming explosions and flying debris irxiicate much
da,mage t o auppl i ea , bu i l di

.ngs and f b,e
l dumps . An acc ur at e as s es ame nt of

damage is impossible due to distance from the cameras of bomb bursts abd
interveining smoke and foliage. Photos reveal large quantitiea of cam ras
c aver ed s upp l i e s al ong t he vrat er f r ont and at aev aral poi nt s i n t he t ownahi p ,
t hr e e s i ngl ® e ngi ne f l oat pl ane s pu l l ed up t o ahor e Sout h of Gover mner ct 1  har f ,
a b is n.t ng car g o ah 

.p or t anker i n t he har b ar , a Sugar Char l i e and s ev er al
luggers and barges near Gavernment ti harf, manned ack-ack positiong in China
t own , mar  bui l d i ngs a r d t ent s , unde r gr ound s he l t er s , t r ucks an<1 s t a,

f f car e ,
f1ie1 druma, a pile of salvaged airplane parta, etc.

Heavy anti-aircraft fire encountered was of moderate intensity
and high].y

inaccurate with bursts 1000 to 1500 f®et above and West of our
airplanes. Machine gun fire was intense and accurate f5rom positione along
the waterfront, in China tawn and ad acent to the airdrome. Fotar airplanes
were holed by machine gun fire resulting in only minor dama,ge.

 irplan ss
 30b of the 71st Squadron was seen to crash land in th e water approximate ,pthrea miles wost of Nusa I land after being hit and set afire by ack-ack
ov er t he t ar ge t . TYme e member s of t he crew wer e s ean t o get out of t he p l ane
and were later picked up by a Catalina flying boat. One man of this crew
parachuted before the plane crashed, his parachute was seen to open shortly
before he hit the water but hs was r_o

t recovered. One airplsne of the 823rd
Souadron was seen to burst into flame over the target and crash there. On
withdrawal, an enemy deatroyer awaah at the stern was seen between Enuk and
Elobio Islands in Nusa Channel.   ro crews report that this destroyer fired
two salvos at their formation as they passed 1000   axds to the fiiest. No
enemy airplanes were seen airborne during the mission.
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q ` Ŝ  .  

.• i .
•

J
. ti .

_ yJ , •

t
 
y •

 

S   UdDR0  1 HI ,S'T C  tY i 'ON.
FEBRUARY, 1944 , 20 a  RCH, 19!*1. - CONi' I NUEDs -

C ut s t   di ng N i s s i on - Cont i nued s -

i  eat her was good ov er t he t sr  ;e t , t her e be i ng s ca.
t t er ®d cumul

.ua
c l ou,ds at 2   000 f e e t az d br i ght s uns hi ne . r i t hdr awal was t o t he S out hwe s t
bet we en fdew Hanov er ar d New Ir e l a.n

d t he nce t o Dobodur a aver t he s ame r out e
f l a m en r out e . Our ai r pl ane s l a zrl ed a t ]1,.15  L .

7 . Ene m y ai r cr af t ar d ahi ppi ng s
( a ) As ai s t ed i n des t r uct i on of e nemy gunboa t at New Hano  er I s l and

on 1 6 Febr uar y , 19  ,1 ..

  . Los s es i n a ct i on , of f i c ©r s , enl i s t ed me n e,n
d ai r cr af t s

(a ) bsi s s i on ,#60L- 1 .(b ) 1w3 s s i on   60L- 1 , l s t Li eut . KD  FL R. BEEDY and ar  ew cons i s t -
i ng of l s t Li e ut . ?  I CHAEL A. COI3F  rt.TO, l s t Li eut . DAVID E.
BEhLE, St af f Ser g eant Ai

.I'RLD   TtJTE.R, Ser g eant RUDOLPH B.
  ,'I LLI AP,  ON. Same bl3.s s i on   l s t Li e ut . I 1Cff Y (?OD L. JOHI 50N.

( c } 7 i.eut . BEEDY and er ew f ai l ed t o r et urn t o bas e on 29 Febr t  t,
19 44 , and  rer e l a s t s e en of f Fi ns chhaf en f l y i ng t o  rsr d uhe
Adm3.r al t y I s l ands . Li e ut . JOkiNSOtJ, na,v

i gat or , was ki l l ed 29
Febr uar y   191,1 ., when t he ai r pl e .ne i n whi ch ha was f l y i ng
cr as hed on t ake of f .(d) No wourxled per s onnel .

(e) Three officers, two enlisted men.
( f ) No pr i s oner s .( g ) One B- 25D- 1 l os t on Ati s a i on # fj  ,- 1 . One B- 25D- 1 s al vaged as

r mau  t of cr as h on t ake of f f or mi s ai on # 6CL- 1 .

9. No awards have been made to personnel for action d s ing the month
of Febr uar y , 19,1,1 ..

   
GL G       "   7

ARTHUR C. D IIRE, JR. ,
Captain, Air Corps,Squadron Hietorical Officer.

1 Incl s- Nar r at i ve Repor t of Act i vi t i es , Februar y , 1941,..
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1 .0
5TIi BOPYIBARDi ENT SC  UADRON (P  )

, 3 $TH BOP  BAitDL'.ENT GROUP (M)
,

ARl!  AI Ft FCff  CES ,
S - 2 SEDTI ODI.

i .P.o. 713, Unit  1,
2 0 Tv'ar ch , 19L l ,..

Nfl RP .ATI VE REi Cff  T OF ACTI VI TI ES , FFBRUARY, 19  ,1,..

F om an operaticnal standpoint, the month of Februery was high-
lighted by tRO junkets to Dobodura involving the air echslon. The aquad-
r on oper at ed urxler t he 3 0St h Bombardment   ii ng f  om 11 Febr usr y t o 1? Feb -
ru.axy , 191f!} a nct ag ai n f  am 22 Febr uary t.h cough t he e r d of t he mont h . Two
higpl,y accurate unopposed medium level bombing atl acks were conducted

against Momote Airdrome in the Admiralties. A crippling b1oW Was dvalt
the ene y base at Ka.v

ieng in a dari.ng
bombing and straffing attack at min-

imum altitude on 15 F'ebruary. The follawing day the squadron oonducted a
search for enamy shipping in the vicinity of A ew Hanaver Island and gained

an assist in the destruction of one enemy gunboe,
t. The air echelan retvrn-

ed t o Por t 1 ior es by on 17 Febr u  y f or me cha ni cal mai nt ai ne   e t he n a ga i n
j ounney ed t o Dobodur a on 22 Febr uar y t o p]

.a,y an aet i v e par t i n t he c onque s t
of Los Negr os I s l and i n t he Admi r al t i e s t hr ough l endi ng c l os e ai r s upp ar t t o
gr our d t r o ops . The mont h ' s oper a,

t i ons ended r at her di s a s ts ous J
,y on 29 Feb-

ruary, when Lieut. BFEDY and crew failed to rsturn to base aftvr attempting
t o r each t he   d

.m
i r al t i e s t Y r ough ex t r eme l y bad we at he r whi ch f cr ced t he r e s t

of t he s que  r on t o t ur n ba ck b ef or e r eachi ng t he t ar ge t . Li eut . JOHI  ON,
  nav i gat or , was ki l l ed on t he mor ni ng of t he 2;at h whe n Capt . HEhID  i.SON'S ai r -

pl a,ne cr as hed on t ake of f . For t unat e l y , no ot her member s of t hs cr ep wer e i n-
jured although the plane had to be salvaged.

Sa.
uadren marale momentari y hit a new high when seven ground men Were

aelected to be retts ned to the United States on ar about the first af April.
Enthusiaam was dimmed, however, whan the men realized that sev en from a to-
t al of one hiu dr ed an f ort y me n Ri t h at l e as t t went y - Si x mont hs s er tri c e aver -
s eas i s r at her a s maLl quot a . Hope s ar e hi gh t h at our quot a of gr ound men t o
be returned home will bv substantially increased 3n tha near future. Combat

men ar v l o olci ng f ar  war d t e t he ar r i val of r epl ac eme nt s f cs t here are manay who
have near l y r each ed a t ot al of f i f t y co®bat mi s s i ons agai ns t t Y e e nemy .

The ground vchelon was kent busy during the month making preparations
f or our mov e by a i r t o t he new bas e at iJadz ab . Af t vr f i f t een mont hs at
Durand, Port I  oresby, everyone looked for rard With interest to a change in
vrlv i r onment ar d t he es t abl i ahme nt of a new camp .

I nc l . TJo . 1 .
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