





Editor’'s Comments:

Welcome to the first edition of the of-
ficial organ of the 38th Bomb Group (WW

™ |I) Association—“The Sunsetters”—like

the name? If so, drop President Terry or
me a line. If you don’t care for it, the pub-
lications committee will welcome your
suggestions mailed to:

Harry E. Terrell, Pres.

38th Bomb Group (WWII) Ass’n.
20475 Upper Bay Drive

Santa Ana Hts., CA 92707

E. Lew Pavel, Editor

38th Bomb Group (WWII) Ass’n.
P.O. Box 91524

Longwood, FL 32779

Might even be a prize in it should the of-
ficers decide to accept your suggestion.

When President Terry asked me to serve
aseditor/publisher, it was with some trep-
idation that | agreed. An editor can often
be charged with favortism, partisanship
or bias, but very seldom with getting too
much assistance from the members.

Assistance, my friends, is the name of
the game. We can’t write about what your
squadron is doing unless someone tells
us about it!

s The usual method is to funnel every-

thing through a squadron reporter, but,
“The Sunsetters” (or whatever) will be happy
to accept personal vignettes, action pho-
tos, amemorable squadron event or action,
or even a “Letter to the Editor.” If you are
concerned about your writing ability, send
it along anyway. We're not bashful—we’ll
be happy to edit material on request.

Rabaul Harbor, New Britain —
November 2, 1943

A milestone in the military careers of
both Shanty O’Neill and flight leader Ed
Maurer, the Rabaul raid was lauded as
“undoubtedly one of the most effective
strikes ever planned and executed in this
theater to date,” in the official account. In
12 minutes it resulted in 114.572 tons of
enemy shipping destroyed or damaged,
69 enemy aircraft destroyed in combat,
and 16 enemy aircraft destroyed on the
ground.

“Never in the long history of warfare has
so much destructiveness been wrought
upon the forces of a belligerent nation so
swiftly and at such little cost to the vic-
tor:”

The losses: 9 American bombers, 10
American fighters, 28 bomber crew per-
sonnel missing in action, 7 bomber crew
personnel killed in action, 8 fighter per-
sonnel missing in action.

“l consider this one of the major vic-
tories of the Pacific War.” Excerpt from
report of Commanding General, Ad-
vanced Echelon, Fifth Air Force, to Com-
manding General, Fifth Air Force, sentthe
night of November 2, 1943. Maurer re-
ceived the Silver Star for gallantry in ac-
tion during this effort, shepherding dam-
aged aircraft to the emergency strip on
Kiriwina Island, although carrying a 20
mm shell in his left wing tank.



Where are they

all now?

Curiosity grabbed hold of your editor
when President Terry and Secretary Jim
sent him the most recent list of ex-38th
Bomb Group men and their current ad-
dresses—all 718 of them. His firstimpres-
sion was that an awful lot of them were
living in Pennsylvania, a rather unlikely
conclusion, in view of the growing age
level and the constant comments about
California and Texas and Florida being
the places where military retirees like to
settle down.

So he started to count. Sure enough!
Pennsylvania lead all the states, with 25
more “Sunsetters” than the next most pop-
ular area. One thing led to another, and
before the evening was over the list had
been broken down by state:

PA-90 MO-16 KS-8 MT-3
CA-65 Wi-16 MS-8  ME-2
FL-53 AZ-15 NM-8  WY-2
TX-49 IL-14 VA-8 DE-1
NY-40 MD-13 NV-7 HI-1
NJ-28 MN-12 CT-5 ID-1
CO-27 AL-11 IN-5 ND-1
OH-26 LA-11 NE-5 SD-1
TN-22 MI-11 1A-4 DC-1
MA-18 OK-11 KY-4 PU1
NC-18 OR-10 NH-4 AK-0
GA-17 SC-10 uT-4 RI-0
WA-17 AR-9 WV-4 VE-0
(AK=Alaska Hl=Hawaii PU=Papua

Have any old group buddies you may
not believe are listed? Send the names
along and we’ll check them out.

‘In Ever-Honored Memory’

It is indeed fitting that the 38th Bomb
Group Association honor its departed
brothers. If the following listisincomplete,
it is simply because of a lack of informa-
tion. If the reader is aware of an omission,
please notify the Association secretary or
the editor in order that the list may be
updated.

Kenneth G. Allison
Curtis Anderson .................

Kenneth Balmer .........ccceevveunieceenns
Walter G. Betl, dr, ... nnnn 71st
John F. Beckert
Arthur W. Brown

William Burgess, Jr. .......cccceeeeene. 405th
JONMEE: BUSH oo finiimsesrmsmviis it HQ
John F. Campbel

EdWard D. Clog@s:. - . 1w« rmsrsanmesicy 71st
James S. Clendenin ........cccceveeeeen. 822nd
John:E. Collins <l aiiie 405th

Thomas Egan ........ccccccviviiinnns
Wallace R. Foster

Willlam M, GaY ....c.ssmsieisamiemionerss 405th
James A. Geyer

William L. “Hoot” Gibbons ............ 405th
Jesse M. Gillette .......ccccevervnnnenn. 822nd

Richard H. Hastings
Edward F. Hawkins

John M. “Hank” Henry ................. 405th
JONRHOICOMD .. fivineseesesisiouinsvares 71st
Howard N. Jackson .......cccccceeeennnns 822nd
James Kannette ........cccceeeeeereeeeennee 405th
Andrew Kodash ............ccceceeneernernin,  T1st
Rudolph A. Kreuger ..........cccccceeunnees . HQ
FranlsMalbee s iilhata T L0t 822nd

A. Kenneth Maxwell ............cccccu....... 70th
RPhilip:Maturl- oo cimtic oo 405th
Edward J..Maurer, . «..-seussisscsnes 405th
Robert McCutcheon .........ccccevueeeneee. 71st
Burton Moncrief

EBorne:H: Nelles i i il s 71st
Floyd P. Qliver..covs ot i 71st
Brian “Shanty” O'Nelll: .......ccccc.ciiea HQ
Stanley B. Powell .......ccccceeeeverinnnee. 71st
Emil Randazzo s i 405th
Marion Reeder ......cccccccveeerineneeeeene. 71st
Richard E. Réiner:..ca i it iz 71st
J06 ROSO .utinis svnrintt di it 405th
Gilbert Salcedo ........cecevevvevennnnns 823rd
Carl J.Sanders ...ttt 71st
sk AVEISehulte e 405th
Wilber Schwartz ........ccceeeeeeevnvneeennens 71st

Francis Sieck
Harold Spivey
TONY-SUSZKO i viints e
Walte S Tait e i vevveiss
Elba. ThOMPSON toci; vovvise et on 71st

Ralph Towne .......cccoomemmiemreennennennnees
Jack T. Tweed
Vernon Vinson
Donald D. White
Robert O. White ................
Lester G. Witmer
Luke WEIGNE . :oomseesicnics
Tony J. Zamostny

... and all those buddies who will be
“forever young” in our memories,

“HAIL AND FAREWELL.”
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