




Rabaul Harbor, New Britain ­
November 2, 1943

Editor's Comments:
Welcome to the first edition of the of­

ficial organ of the 38th Bomb Group (WW
II) Association-"The Sunsetters"-like
the nam~? If so, drop President Terry or
me a line. If you don't care for it, the pub­
lications committee will welcome your
suggestions mailed to:

Harry E. Terrell, Pres.
38th Bomb Group (WWII) Ass'n.
20475 Upper Bay Drive
Santa Ana Hts., CA 92707

E. Lew Pavel, Editor
38th Bomb Group (WWII) Ass'n.
P.O. Box 91524
Longwood, FL 32779

Might even be a prize in it should the of­
ficers decide to accept your suggestion.

When President Terry asked me to serve
aseditor/publisher, itwaswith sometrep­
idation that I agreed. An editor can often
be charged with favortism, partisanship
or bias, but very seldom with getting too
much assistance from the members.

Assistance, my friends, is the name of
the game. We can't write about what your
squadron is doing unless someone tells
us about it!

The usual method is to funnel every­
thing through a squadron reporter, but,
"The Sunsetters" (or whatever) will be happy
to accept personal Vignettes, action pho­
tos, a memorable squadron event or action,
or even a "Letter to the Editor." If you are
concerned about your writing ability, send
it along anyway. We're not bashful-we'll
be happy to edit material on request.

A milestone in the military careers of
both Shanty O'Neill and flight leader Ed
Maurer, the Rabaul raid was lauded as
"undoubtedly one of the most effective
strikes ever planned and executed in this
theater to date," in the official account. In
12 minutes it resulted in 114.572 tons of
enemy shipping destroyed or damaged,
69 enemy aircraft destroyed in combat,
and 16 enemy aircraft destroyed on the
ground.

"Never in the long history of warfare has
so much destructiveness been wrought
upon the forces of a belligerent nation so
swiftly and at such little cost to the vic­
tor."

The losses: 9 American bombers, 10
American fighters, 28 bomber crew per­
sonnel missing in action, 7 bomber crew
personnel killed in action, 8 fighter per­
sonnel missing in action.

"I consider this one of the major vic­
tories of the Pacific War." Excerpt from
report of Commanding General, Ad­
vanced Echelon, Fifth Air Force, to Com­
manding General, Fifth Air Force, sent the
night of November 2, 1943. Maurer re­
ceived the Silver Star for gallantry in ac­
tion during this effort, shepherding dam­
aged aircraft to the emergency strip on
Kiriwina Island, although carrying a 20
mm shell in his left wing tank.




