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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT - - It is not too late to wish you all a HAPPY and HEALTHY NEWYEAR !!
2007 was a good year for the 38th BG and there is even better news for the year 2008.
2007 Reunion at Honolulu, HI.,18–21 September— It was super! Eighty-two attended
and enjoyed the Welcome Dinner, plus visits to: the Pacific Aviation Museum, where
they have a B-25 plus other WW II aircraft; to Hickam AFB, where we toured the “Hall
of Heroes”, saw 38th BG Medal of Honor Recipient Ralph Cheli’s picture on the wall and
where General Hester, Commander Pacific Air Forces, visited and spoke to us. We also
toured the Arizona Memorial, and the Punchbowl National Cemetery of the Pacific;
plus, had a bus tour of Historic Honolulu. We also were briefed and toured JPAC, the
Headquarters responsible for recovering and identifying those who were missing in action. Our final Banquet was at the Hale Koa Luau Dinner Show and it was very special
with 800 in attendance. We were introduced as a WW II B-25 Group and received a
standing ovation. During the show Kay and David Gunn were called to the stage to re2008 Reunion
pg. 1 ceive honors for being the longest married couple in attendance, 64 years. They instantly
became world renowned and, as proof, they were recognized by a dinner party on the
Back to Civilization pg. 3 Big Island of Hawaii, as the couple seen on the Hale Koa stage three nights before. It
The Big Move
pg. 4 was a fun time and if you missed it – you missed a good one.
2008 REUNION: We are looking forward to having a big and enjoyable 38th Bomb Group
Getting Settled
pg. 9 reunion, which will be held at the Holiday Inn, Dayton Mall, 31 Prestige Drive in MaimisMarch Madness
pg. 11 burg, OH 45342, Ph: (937) 434-8030”. Dates: Check-in is Oct 1, Check-out is Oct 5. Rate
is $89 single for double occupancy, including breakfast. You can arrive 3 days earlier
April, No Place For Fools and/or depart 3 days later at the same rate. Chick Alford and Bob Lamb have been
pg. 16 closely coordinating details in the Dayton area. The Wright-Patterson USAF museum has
many new memorabilia for us to see; plus, we plan to visit the Bicycle Shop where Orville
Check the WEB
pg. 20 and Wilbur Wright built their first air plane. You may call now to make reservations; howth
38th BG Book
pg. 20 ever, be sure to tell them you are with the 38 BG Reunion to obtain the $89 special
room rate which includes breakfast. The Registration Form will be in the May Newsletter
Sec./Treas. Report
with all the details.
pg. 20
NEWSLETTER: David Gunn, with the assistance of Orland Gage and Jim Thoren, has
Did You Know Them
published another super Newsletter. However, this Newsletter is a little late arriving due
(Continued back page, A Message From Our President )
pg. 20

IN EVER HONORED MEMORY
Make a

DATE FOR
DAYTON
REUNION 2008
OCTOBER 1-5

Because of a formatting error by the Editor, the list in the September 2007 issue was mangled. So we are
presenting the September 2007 list and the January 2008 lists combined in this issue.

Our President has furnished the following list of named member comrades who have
passed on to their final Post as reported to him since our previous listing. Their names
have been added to the list of our “Ever Honored Comrades”.
TOTAL TO DATE
18
Arthur Blenman
71st James C. Campbell
405th Headquarters
th
2
Albert Christopher
71st Melvin J. Caldwell
405th 69th Squadron
59
William Dixon
71st George S. Dolson
405th 70st Squadron
Solmon Eckrote, Jr.
71st Nicholos P. Koster
405th 71th Squadron 158
st
1
Forrest A. Mowry
405th 89 thSquadron
Karl G. Foster
71
st
nd
405
Squadron
175
Carl C. Gage
71
Michael J. Burns
822
nd
Clair Shaffer
71st Jack C. Wallace
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James Shurig
71st Joseph Tschetter
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Unit unknown
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From the Editor -

David Gunn
Well, at last I have finished this edition of the newsletter. I regret that
it is two months late in reaching you. Jack has given you a brief hint as
to the cause. The winds that preceded the fires were some of the worst
since I moved here in 1987. They snapped off power poles and trees.
Then the fire swept through our cove in the hills. We had experienced a
similar fire in 2003 that approached within a few feet of our house, charring some timbers over the shaded area on the back of the garage. and
destroyed some out buildings. But I had disked the ground around the
house this past summer and the fire didn’t get to the house. But it did
burn some of our landscape shrubbery near our fences and a half acre
of woods on one back corner.
I sometimes receive e-mail from people who have come across some
mention of the 38th Bomb Group while searching the web or in putting a
relative’s effects in order after saying a final goodbye. I received four
such inquiries in recent weeks and am still trying to answer their questions. One such request brought me back closer to the man who was
the tail gunner on the other plane that ditched off Tarakan on 30 December, 1944. Such opportunities are quite special to me.
Jim Powell sent me the story of his China experience. We could only
include a short portion (see page 9). For the whole story go to:
www.b25.net/pages/southeasternchinastory.htlm
The Reunion was a very good opportunity to mingle with many of you
and to show my wife places I had been when I stopped at Hickam Field
while flying to New Guinea in 1944. In that long ago time, I had stood in
the court of the Air Force Headquarters Building (only a barracks at that
time) and put my fingers in the pits caused by Jap strafing the concrete
walls. Now my wife could touch those spots.
To me, one of the funniest things during the Reunion, was standing in
the Pacific Aviation Museum on a large and beautiful map of the western Pacific. As I stood on New Guinea and looked over the whole scene
of the war, I was suddenly startled to see that Nadzab was not properly
placed on the map. Instead, it was located where Madang should have
been. When I called the error to the attention of everyone, there arose a
rather sharp and indignant protest which startled the Museum officials.

Editorial Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orland Gage
337 W. Reservoir Dr.,
208 746-0875

Lewiston, ID, 83501
ogage@clearwire.net

Assoc. Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Thoren
15808 65th Ave., SE,
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Snohomish, WA, 98296
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Association Web Site:
www.sunsetters38bg.com
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Bomb Group Association (WW II), 337 W. Reservoir Dr., Lewiston, ID 83501. Copyright 2007,
The 38th Bomb Group Association (WW II). No
part of the contents may be reproduced in any
form without written consent of the Associa-

It’s a beautiful map, but it is wrong!

DG photo

I have been to the USS Arizona Memorial before. Again, I found it a
tion. All pictures are from 38th BG Assosobering
moment as I stood there, reading the names, looking aloft at
ciation files and are the property of the
the flag that waves over the monument and peering into the water that
Association unless otherwise noted.
nearly covers the remains of the ship. Our country has changed and the
world has changed but I pray that my children, my grandchildren, and
We solicit your comments or notes of er- my great grandchildren will be able to live out their lives in “the land of
rors and the submittal of your stories or items the free and the home of the brave” that we fought for. (See back
of interest. We reserve the right to reject items page.)
and the right to edit items for space and suitability.
We also reserve the right to alter names or
other details that might cause embarrassment
to individuals or family members.

“The Sun Setters” is printed and mailed by Lewiston Printing, Lewiston,
Idaho. Mrs. McMillan and Kathy Morgan go out of their way to help. They try to
fix the Editor’s goofs. We couldn’t get the job done without them!
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THE WORLD AT WAR
After 25 months of conflict in the Pacific,
the United States of America had fully awakened and was hurling the mighty force of its
industrial power against its Asian adversary.
The dream of a “Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere” was now a vaporous
and fading vision.
In Europe, 2,000,000 fully equipped combat troops were poised on Germany’s western boarder preparing to put an end to the
dream of a “Thousand Year Reich”. Approaching Germany’s eastern border was
the fully aroused Russian “Bear”.
In 1944, America produced 134,000 aircraft, (more than one every four minutes)
nearly three times its 1942 production. The
production rate of ships, tanks, vehicles and
guns had been maintained from 1943. Almost 100 aircraft carriers were deployed in
the Pacific.
The prophecy of Admiral Yamamoto in
1941 must have reverberated from the walls
of the Japanese high command headquarters: “We shall be invincible for six months
and then . . .” In 1944, Japan had lost 2,242
ships, including 407 warships, among which
was one of its super battleships, the Musashi (72,000 tons).
The end was in sight but there could be
no let up. And America was developing its
own secret weapon.

WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER
Germany launched an 800 bomber attack on Allied airfields in Belgium, Holland
and France on 1 January, 1945, which surprised the Allies. Some withdrawals and
adjustments in the front line were made by
the Allies as they moved to further contain
the German spearhead of the Battle of the
Bulge.
Unusually bad winter weather kept the
Allied planes grounded much of the time. A
series of attacks and counter attacks on the
ground by both sides endured for much of
the month. Slowly, the Allies moved forward.
The weather improved in late January
enabling good air support as the Germans
were pushed back. By 28 January, the German salient into the Ardennes had been
eliminated by the Allies.
The Allied armies along the western front
began positioning themselves for a major
assault into Germany. In the north, the offensive was to be aimed at the Ruhr Valley,
a major industrial area. Dams along the Rur
River and other rivers in the area which generated the power were to be immobilized.
Further to the south, units of the U. S.
Third Army were preparing an attack on the
Siegfried Line. The combined operations
began moving the first of February. By the
fourth, the outer defenses of the Siegfried
(Continued page 4, The World At War )

BACK TO CIVILIZATION
New Years Day was a day to be celebrated by the 38th, especially for
the 405th Bomb Squadron. Twelve of the 18 men who had not returned
from the 30 December mission to Tarakan Island were returned to
Morotai in early afternoon by a 2nd Emergency Rescue Squadron
(ERS) Catalina PB5Y. All but two would eventually be returned to flight
status. “Pop” Lansdowne’s back injury, though not disabling, did result in
his returning to the States. The deep gash on Chris Strain’s leg never
healed completely and he also went home after several weeks.
But the personal effects of the six men on the crew that went down
over the target had to be gathered together and returned to next of kin.
There were no survivors and it would be a long time before a search for
their remains on Tarakan could be initiated.
Even with the return of the twelve men, the day was not a holiday.
Squadrons flew to the northern part of Celebes Island to bomb and
strafe a power generating plant and barracks buildings on the Japanese
base at Manado. The returning crews reported that the site had been
essentially neutralized by the previous bombings.
The Japanese bases at Sidate , on Celebes, and Sanhoeurang, on
Borneo, each were the targets for the Sun Setter’s bombs and bullets.
Missions during the rest of January were mostly to Japanese installations on Negros Island and Mindanao Island in the southern Philippines.
There were three or four courier and convoy escort missions.
Fourteen missions to seven targets on Negros produced some worthwhile destruction but others resulted in reports of “not worth further effort”. Davao Gulf on the south side of Mindanao was the scene of some
action against small shipping and harbor construction equipment. There
were missions against land bases on Mindanao, some of which were not
worthy of further assignments.
The planes did have to ward off Jap fighter attacks occasionally. Coming home with holes from ground fire was more often the fact.
The Morotai camp area had evolved into a rather comfortable place.
The nearby beach was enjoyed by most of the men. The overhead
shade of the palm trees in the camp was appreciated here in the tropics.
The night visits by envious Japanese in bombers diminished considerably. Just as things seemed to be so good, the rumor of a soon to be
move filtered through the camp,
In the middle of the month, the flying guys were given rest from combat schedules and time for additional training flights to integrate new
crews into the patterns of combat. The Thirteenth Air Force 308th
Bomber Command had been responsible for assigning missions targets
to the 38th for three months.
It was at this time that half of the ground echelon was shipped to Hollandia to prepare for setting up a new home for the 38th Bomb Group at
Lingayan on Luzon where the Americans had landed on 9 January.
In the latter half of January, all missions were to targets on Negros.
The Sun Setters strafed and bombed personnel housing areas as well
as storage areas and waterfront facilities.
(Continued page 4, Back to Civilization )
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BACK TO CIVILIZATION (From page 3)
On 24 January, the Group received a sharp reminder that there are no
such things as a “milk run”. The target was a dock area and town on a
small island in the Sulu archipelago southwest of Zamboanga. Captain
Vick of the 405th was leading the mission. He considered it necessary to
make a second pass on the target. But the enemy had his range this
time. His plane was hit by gunfire and crashed several yards off shore.
The other planes circled the wreck which had broken in two.
Soon, an estimated 100 natives arrived at the wreck in their canoes.
They were seen to lift a man from the wreckage but he appeared lifeless.
The circling planes were unable to make contact with the air-sea rescue
plane assigned to the mission. They dropped medical supplies to the
natives and departed for Morotai.
On the following day, a 2nd Emergency Rescue Catalina, with the
assistance of one of the pilots who had flown on the mission, returned to
the site. The wreck was quickly found and the plane landed nearby. Natives soon arrived and were later followed by a guerrilla “Intelligence Officer”, who showed the Americans his report notebook. In part, his report
included:
“One plane crashed near here from the fire of the enemy. All personnel got hurt. 6 killed, 1 survived, but was hurt from the burning
plane. Bodies were packed by peaceful villagers of Musu headed
by Paglino Sardina, they were buried in a grave on a hill near t h e
Musu outpost. The six patriotic Americans were poorly buried and
funeral services lack of Military honors and respect after they willingly sacrificed their lives for our country and redemption. Captain
Imao failed to show the honor due them.
(signed) Tad.”
The competition between guerrilla groups subtly creeps out of the
memorandum.
It was learned that the three 405th officers and two of the three
enlisted men had been killed. Sgt. “Red” Long had been seriously
burned. Lt. Robert Kraybill of the 20th Weather Squadron had been
recently attached to the 38th Bomb Group as staff weather officer. He
was flying as an observer on the mission and was among those killed.
Lt. Benjamin was informed that the burned and injured Sgt. Long was
being carried to the area guerrilla headquarters on a neighboring island.
The Catalina, with two of the natives, flew to the other island but were
informed that it would take two days for the carriers to reach the headquarters. The Cat returned to Morotai with the sad details and other intelligence information passed to them.
On 27 January, the Cat returned to the guerrilla headquarters and
brought Sgt. Long, who was in very poor condition, back to Morotai. He
passed away a couple of days later.
THE BIG MOVE BEGINS
Several planes flew to Lingayen Gulf on 28 January loaded with an
advance group of flight personnel and their personal equipment. The
airstrip at Lingayen was still under construction and the planes had to
land at Mangalden, a dozen miles to the east of Lingayen. They had to
endure a long, bumpy truck trip to the Group camp site at the west end
of the new Lingayen air strip. The 38th would be sharing this strip with a
fighter group equipped with P-38s.
The Group village began to take shape around what had been the
provincial capitol building. The building had been damaged during the
pre-invasion bombardment but sufficient repairs were made to make it
the new Group Headquarters building.
On the west of the area before the road to the native village turned
south was a lagoon and another across the road to the north forming the
western boundary of the 38th Bomb Group encampment. The Group
Mess Hall, a “T” shaped building, was built east of Group Headquarters.
(Continued page 5, Back To Civilization )
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Line were penetrated and a part of one of
the dams was under Allied control.
The main phase of the Yalta Conference
began on the fourth. President Roosevelt
and Winston Churchill, were meeting with
Joseph Stalin at a site in the Crimea to discuss the strategy for the final offensive on
Germany. There were major political decision as to the spheres of influence following
the end of the war.
The Allies kept the Germans off balance
as they launched heavy attacks in one area
and then in another, forcing the Germans to
move defenders from place to place along
the line. The Siegfried Line was breached
near Nutterden. The Allies were stalled
briefly by German counter attacks but were
soon moving forward again.
The Yalta Conference concluded on 11
February. The Soviet Union secured a free
hand in eastern Europe in return for agreeing to support the United Nations, a goal
dearly held by Roosevelt. Stalin also agreed
to enter the war against Japan following the
German surrender, a request made by Roosevelt against the council of the American
military leaders. It was anticipated that the
war in Europe would end by July.
On 13 and 14 February, over 800 British
bombers carried out devastating night raids
on the old city of Dresden. The industrial
suburbs had been bombed previously but
the February attacks laid the whole city in
ruins. American bomber fleets continued to
rain destruction when daylight came on the
14th, followed by more night attacks. Fire
bombs followed the heavy two-ton British
bombs and the city burned for four days.
The city had been a refuge for Germans
fleeing from the Soviet attacks in the east.
The total number of casualties could only
be estimated and is still debated. The historic treasures of bygone years were lost.
All along the Western Front, Allied armies
moved relentlessly forward. The German
forces were able to mount a stiff defense in
given sectors, sometimes stalling their Allied
adversaries. But the advance by General
Eisenhower’s forces still continued on the
flanks, forcing the stronger resisting German
units to withdraw or be surrounded.
By 4 March, the Allies had taken all the
Cologne lowlands and began their assault
of the city itself. On the fifth, the 3rd Armoured Division entered the city. Capture
of the city was completed on 7 March.
On this date, Allied forces burst from the
woods on the western end of the bridge at
Remagen. They were amazed to find the
bridge still intact. Hitler had ordered that no
bridge across the Rhine was to be permitted
to fall into the hands of the invading forces.
(Continued page 5, The World At War )
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The detachment of Americans pressing
toward the bridge were shaken by the explosion of charges the Germans had placed on
the four pylons. Remarkably, when the
smoke cleared, the bridge was still standing.
A small unit of the 9th Armoured Division quickly crossed the bridge while American engineers were defusing an unexploded
500 pound charge that remained.
This unexpected news caused Eisenhower to change his plans on the spot. He
ordered General Bradley to “send forward”
all available forces. The capture of the
bridge, carrying a double railway line across
the river, became a great morale booster as
other crossings of the river were accomplished in the next several days. The last
natural obstacle for entering the heart of
Germany had been breached.
Hitler was furious and relieved Field Marshal von Rundstedt. He recalled General
Kesselring from the Italian front to be commander of the western defense. During the
next two days the Germans launched over
300 bomber attacks against the bridge but
failed to destroy it.
In the days that followed, the American
XII th Corps moved forward from the Luxembourg border area southwest of Remagan. They overran 45 miles of German-held
territory in two days, took more than 5,000
prisoners and large amounts of equipment,
and caused chaos among the German
forces north of the Moselle River.
Bonn was captured on 9 March. The Allies were positioned all along the Rhine from
Wesel in the north to Koblenz in the south.
Bridges were established across the Rhine
in several places and the Allies prepared for
advances east of the Rhine River.
By 17 March, the Allies had constructed a
bridge above the Remagen and another
downstream so that when the Remagen
bridge collapsed there was little effect on
the continuing flow of men and material
across the river at this point.
An offensive in the south on the French
and German border area was launched
across the Moselle on 17 March.
ln late March, Hitler ordered that nothing
that would aid or sustain the invaders was to
be left when German troops withdrew.
Mines, dykes, power stations, food and
clothing shops were to be destroyed.
As March drew to a close, Allied forces
were established all along the Rhine River
from north to south at the Swiss border.
Bridgeheads on the eastern side of the
Rhine had been established in many places
and there were significant territories under
Allied control north of Duisberg. Allied
forces were moving eastward rapidly east of
(Continued page 6, The World At War )
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The Lingayen Camp The picture looks to the south. A small portion of
the beach north of the camp is shown in the lower right. The west end
of the runway is visible just below the road at the left. The Group Headquarters occupied the large building in the lower center. The lagoons
that bordered the Group on the east and west are visible.
Other Group facility buildings were erected near the Mess Hall. Just a bit
further east of the Group camp was another pair of lagoons south and
north of the road. A beautiful beach lay on the north side of the camp.
The main echelon of planes and personnel arrived on 30 January.
APO 70 became the new mailing address.
Now that the Group had returned to civilization and with lots of native
labor and materials, many of the men set about to build “houses” to live
in their more civilized surroundings. But that work had to give way to the
schedule of combat missions which were almost immediately assigned
to the Sun Setters.
On 31 January, two squadrons of six planes each, were sent on a
mission to find a Japanese convoy believed to be sailing north of Luzon
Island toward Formosa. The Japs were trying to evacuate key officers
from northern Luzon. Three destroyers were believed to be the backbone of the convoy.
Takeoff from Mangalden was delayed because of the long trip to the
field, the problem of loading bombs, with equipment and conditions not
yet fully organized. The six 822nd Squadron planes took off, followed
by the six 405th planes. The formation flew above broken clouds which
decreased in density as they flew north.
As they approached the southern end of Formosa, the clouds below
them had become only scattered clouds. Suddenly, the long thin white
wakes of three fast moving ships came into view on the dark sea below.
These ships were not moving in the direction they had anticipated. Captain “Bull” Nelson, Operations Officer of the 822nd Squadron and mission leader, led his followers to a lower altitude and executed a few maneuvers to gather a more affirmative identification of the ships. He soon
concluded that these ships were Japanese Destroyers and the intended
target.
As he pealed off for an attack run, the 38 BG formation broke into twoship elements and followed. Nelson was trying to set up a stern-to-bow
line of attack. A broadside attack was the most dangerous approach and
was to be avoided if possible. The P-47 fighter cover had reached for
altitude above the attacking 38th to provide the most effective defensive
cover.
On the water, the Japanese commander was doing everything he
(Continued page 6, Back To Civilization )
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could to bring his charges into a line broadside to the attackers to place
maximum gunfire against the approaching planes. The order for the ships
to commence firing was passed to all ships.
The B-25s, having gained a speed of over 350 MPH as they descended to sea level, opened fire with 12 .50 caliber guns each as they
came into range amidst the bursting enemy antiaircraft fire pouring at
them. As Nelson and his wing man roared over the bow section of one
Destroyer, a 500 pound bomb buried itself in the bow and others registered near misses.
Nelson, with Martin on his wing, lined up to strafe a second Destroyer.
Crew members firing back at the receding target, reported severe damage to the ship which appeared to be sinking.
The second duo lined up to attack the third destroyer. Zig-zagging as
they approached to spoil the enemy aim, they raked the ship with those
devastating .50 caliber guns. Blood and body parts soon spread across
the deck of the ship. One of the bombs penetrated the deck aft of the
masts. The explosion in the bowels of the ship left the engine room a totally wrecked ship space with the bodies of the engine room crew. Near
misses spread a flood of water over the ship. As Wilhelm and White left
the scene, the stern appeared to have broken from the ship aft of the
mast .
The third pair, Lts. Rowland and Cridebring, headed for the already
strafed Shiokaze. One of their bombs fell short and another was a near
miss of the stern, but one bomb appeared to have hit the bow. Not waiting
around to further survey the damage, they turned to join their squadron
leader as he was making slow “S” turns to give the rest of the “Black
Panthers” time to catch up to him for the trip home.
Terry Terrell led the “Green Dragons” to an attack line defeating the
attempt of the convoy leader to bring the ships to a broadside against the
approaching planes. Terrell and Beardsley roared toward their target, all
guns blazing. The enemy’s defensive fire caused a screen of glowing ackack bursts around them. After Terry released his bombs, he commenced
violent evasive action. His turret gunner was swinging his guns to hose
the deck of the receding target but the plane’s sharp movement caused
all the ammo to spill from the cans, thus causing the guns to jam. The
target was hidden by columns of water and smoke.
Lts. Hargis and Brown turned their planes to the attack a scant 15 feet
above the water, throttles “to the fire wall.” Fire from the turret above the
pilots joined the fire of those 12 nose guns sweeping the decks of one of
the destroyers. Hargis wrestled for control of his plane as gun fire from
the ship tore a large hole in his right wing. He recovered quickly and soon
the sound of firing from the tail turret signaled they had left their target
behind.
As the third 405th element approached the target, they found themselves in a broadside attack and receiving all the protective fire the Destroyer could hurl toward them. Lt. Duggan found himself a hundred yards
behind his leader, Lt. Benjamin. The throttles were wide open. In moments, Duggan observed smoke coming from his leader’s plane. Most of
his own nose guns were jammed and not firing. As one of his bombs left
the bomb bay, the copilot saw an explosion unfolding, in slow motion it
seemed, under the tail of Benjamin’s tail. Bill Griffin looked across the
cockpit at Duggan who appeared to have been stunned and sitting motionless. Time seemed to have stopped and Griffin grabbed the column.
Benjamin’s plane, trailing flames as it left the target, disappeared in a
huge splash of water beyond the Destroyer
When all but one of his planes formed up with him, Terrell learned that
one plane still had its bombs. Terrell considered leading the formation into
another attack. After hearing sharp negative protests in his head set, Terrell abandoned the idea and started to lead the brood home. There were
obviously no survivors in the water at the point of impact of Benjamin’s
plane.
During the month, several of the Group ground personnel who had
(Continued page 7, Back To Civilization )
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the Rhine from Bonn to Mannheim.
Eisenhower had modified his plans. Leaving the capture of Berlin to the Russians, he
now directed his plans to the capture of
Leipzig. His forward advance would be to
the Elbe River.
On 1 April, the American 1st and 9th Armies joined to complete the encirclement of
the great Ruhr industrial basin. German
General Model and his forces held an area
about 50 by 70 miles but were now cut off
from all assistance.
The Allied advance into the heart of Germany met varied degrees of resistance. The
German defensive forces varied in skill,
training, and experience. To a great extent,
the non-military people were alarmed at the
Russian advance into Germany and many
seemed to prefer moving west to be taken
by the western Allies.
On 12 April, President Franklin Roosevelt, recently reelected to his fourth term,
died at his Warm Springs, Georgia, retreat.
Vice President Harry Truman immediately
succeeded to the Presidency.
American forces also reached the Elbe
River on this date. The German pocket in
the Ruhr was whittled down systematically.
British forces were advancing in the far
north on the great seaport, Bremen. Elsewhere on the front, Allied forces were moving forward and consolidating their gains.
In the later part of April, the Ruhr pocket
was finally taken. More than twice the number ofGermans that had been estimated to
be in the zone, 325,000, were captured.
On 22 April, Heinrich Himmler met with
Count Bernadette of the Swiss Red Cross
with an offer of German surrender to the
western Allies but not to Russia. With the
Allies advancing everywhere, they insisted
that Germany surrender on all fronts.
Hitler took over personal command of the
defense of Berlin on 23 April.
With Bremen in the north and Munich in
the south as well as bridgeheads across the
Elbe well established in Allied hands, only
tatters of the “Thousand Year Reich” remained on 30 April 1945.

THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN
In early 1945 a lull in the fighting endured
for several weeks. The Germans used the
time to strengthen their defenses. General
Mark Clark, in command of all Allied troops
in Italy, took time to carefully lay his plans
for the final assault to liberate all of Italy. A
significant part of the Allied plan was to
keep as many German troops in Italy as
possible to increase the advantage of the
Allied forces on the Western Front.
There were minor actions from time to
time to make advantageous adjustments
(Continued page 7, The World At War)
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along the front. Italian combat groups
formed in late 1944 in cooperation with the
Allied command took positions among the
Allied units along the line. This made it possible to relieve other units that had been at
the front for long periods. Training exercises
were scheduled from time to time to assure
full coordination of all units.
In early March, the Italian Folgore combat group relieved the British 8th Army
XIIIth Corps. The Italian Cremona combat
group, supported by partisans of the 28th
Garibaldi Brigade, began an assault
against Comacchio, near the Adriatic coast
on 2 March.
On 23 March, German General Kesselring was ordered from Italy to take command of the forces facing the Allies on the
Western Front. General von Vietinghoff assumed command of the German defense in
northern Italy.
On 9 April, the British on the eastern section of the line at the Senio River launched a
surprise attack assisted by Polish forces.
They succeeded in establishing a bridgehead on the northern bank of the river. The
Italian Friuli Combat Group assisted British
forces in crossing the river to the west.
On 11 April, American forces advanced to
take Carrara while Polish forces were assisting British units as they advanced to the
Santerno River. Bad weather forced the
Americans to delay their advance on 12
April but in the east, the British pushed forward toward Bastia on the River Reno.
The American forces stalled again because of weather on 13 April but in British
sector to the east, the Polish II nd Corps
enlarged its perimeter on the north side of
the Santerno.
On 14 April, the final offensive against the
Germans was launched by the American
forces attacking toward the Lombard plains.
The British made gains on the right flank.
Allied forces continued making gains in the
west and on the 18th, the American 10th
Mountain Division reached the Sulmonte–
San Chierlo area rounding up 3,000 German prisoners.
On 19 April, orders were issued for the
offensive to proceed toward to points on the
Po River. On the 21st, American, Polish and
Italian troops entered Bologna. On 22 April
the Americans took Modena, northwest of
Balogna, and the British reached Ferrara,
northeast of Bologna.
On 24 April, the American Fifth Army
was order to move toward Genoa and the
Villafranca airport near Verona. At the same
time, the British established bridgeheads on
the north banks of the Po River.
A call for a general insurrection against
(Continued page 8, The World at War )
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sailed from San Francisco 35 months ago were finally sent home. Air
crews who had flown many, many missions also headed for the States.
New replacements were arriving and new planes were quickly replacing
older and battle battered B-25s.
During January, the Group had experienced the revitalization of new
personnel, new planes, and a stimulating move to a much more civilized
location. It had also experienced a very sobering reminder of the danger
of their assignment - the loss of two planes and two crews in the waning
days of January.
On 1 February, eight planes from the 405th and 822nd Squadrons
were assigned a ground support mission for the advancing Infantry.
They followed a group of P-47s, strafing and bombing a village the Japs
had turned into a strong point. Unfortunately, a 405th plane pulled up
during its run, flipped over and crashed. No survivors were located.
The parachute of one of the 23-pound parafrag bombs being dropped
by one of the other planes snagged on the rear edge of the bomb bay.
The bomb swung back under the plane and detonated when the mushroom fuse hit the belly under the radio compartment. The blast tore a
large hole straight up through the plane, leaving the tail section still attached to the plane only by the small frame members and skin of the
sides of the fuselage. The radio operator was seriously injured. The pilot
nursed his shaking plane back to the crash strip at Mangalden. When
his wheels touched down, the tail section broke off dumping the tail gunner to the ground, only slightly injured. The radio operator shortly died of
his injuries.
Four other planes from the 405th and 822nd made a fruitless search
in the afternoon for shipping targets near Babuyun Islands, just north of
the tip of Luzon, without success.
In the afternoon of 3 February, one plane delivered a load of propaganda leaflets to the Japs in the Baguio area, the Philippine summer
capital. This city was a relatively short distance to the east of Lingayen.
On 4 February, a ground support mission near Manila turned out to
be a reconnaissance mission for the infantry. Bridges on the southerly
approach to Manila were checked. The locations of friendly troops units
were checked. Finally, Japanese troop and supply concentrations were
strafed and bombed. One plane disappeared into Manila Bay on such a
mission on 5 February. No trace was ever found.
Ground support missions were flown several times during February.
These missions were actually rather short distance missions. The
squadrons often flew missions in the morning and in the afternoon
A concentration of enemy troops and supplies west of Clark field was
the target on 6 February. Fires in fuel dumps and a warehouse area resulted from the bomb and strafing attack.
A search for shipping on 7 February near the Takao off Formosa
turned up only what appeared to be a tug boat. During the attack, one
71st Squadron plane was seen to be on fire before it hit the water. The
burning and sinking of the enemy tug boat was not considered to be
comparable to the loss of a plane and crew.
On 10 February, missions were flown in both the morning and afternoon to hit Jap supplies and equipment disbursed in villages along
Bayombong Road near Santa Fe. Several fires were started and trucks
and fuel stores were hit. The group went back in the afternoon to do
more damage. But another plane was lost when if flew into the side of a
canyon as the 822nd Squadron was strafing and bombing the road
through the canyon.
Reports were received that a large number of planes had been
sighted on Kagi Drome on Formosa. All four squadrons were dispatched
on 13 February to hit this lucrative target with Col. Gavin, Group Commander, leading the Sun Setters. The solid cloud cover at 1,000 feet
did not deter the guys who relished low level flying.
The strafing fire and 23-pound parafrag bombs destroyed the control
tower. Bombs and bullets took their toll of parked planes, ground service
(Continued page 8, Back To Civilization )
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equipment, barracks buildings, and supply storage shacks. Several fires
were burning furiously as the planes swept away from the base.
Tracers darting from those .50 caliber nose guns were seen to enter
freight cars on the nearby railroad and a locomotive was blown to bits.
Several planes received minor damage but another radio operator was
killed by the explosion of one of those parafrags that had snagged on the
edge of the bomb bay and swung back to hit the bottom of the plane.
Again, the pilot was able to nurse his plane back to Lingayen. Crew
members were injured during the crash landing.
On the following three days, weather interfered with missions trying to
reach the primary targets. Roaming across the countryside of Formosa
on the 15th did yield opportunities to exact damage to bridges but most
agreed that the secondary targets were not really worth the risks.
Far Eastern Air Force intention to disrupt the Formosa communications and transport grid brought an assignment on 18 February to attack
at Shota. Again, weather prevented the attack on the primary target.
Koshun became the secondary target. The first squadrons over the target were able to destroy barracks building, fuel dumps and at least one
plane. Fires bloomed in several places. By the time the last squadron hit
the area, the dust and smoke raised by the earlier attackers combined
with the haze and fog to make a final evaluation impossible.
Weather again forced four squadrons to attack a target of last resort
on the 19th, the area around Koshun. Considerable damage was caused
to buildings and power facilities. Because long delay fuses were used on
the bombs, a reasonable evaluation could not be made.
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the remaining German forces was called by
The Italian Committee for National Liberation. Italian partisans attacked the retreating
Germans and took over in Milan.
The American IX th Corps achieved the
airport objective and liberated Verona on 25
April. The British made further crossings of
the Po. The Americans reached Genoa on
27 April.
By the 28th, American forces were near
the Swiss border near Lake Como and the
British were advancing toward Venice.
Mussolini was captured by partisans with
his mistress as he was preparing to leave
Italy near Lake Como. They were executed
along with 12 other Fascist leaders.
On 29 April, German officers representing
the General of the German forces in Italy
met with British, American, and Russian
officers. The parties signed documents for
the unconditional surrender of all German
troops in Italy. The surrender was to take
effect on 2 May.
American and British forces continued
advancing toward Turin, Trieste and the
Brenner Pass. The war in Italy would end on
2 May according to the terms of the surrender documents.

The Eastern Front

Laying parafrag bombs over Koshun
On 20 February, Capt. Jim Corn was leading the 823rd over Shoshu
on Formosa. Two 20 mm. rounds came through the nose and into the
pilot’s compartment. One round struck the copilot in the chest, killing
him, and then hit the navigator, who survived the injury. The turret gunner climbed down from the turret and pulled the copilot’s body from his
seat and gave first aid to the navigator.
Smoke from a fire behind the instrument panel alerted the gunner who
emptied a fire extinguisher behind the panel. The pilot, with no radios
and no hydraulic system, nursed a right engine that was loosing power.
The crew threw all loose equipment overboard. The pilot climbed slowly
for altitude and coaxed the plane back to the emergency strip at Mangalden where he made a wheels-up crash landing.
In the latter part of the month, most missions were flown to Formosa,
or the surrounding area, and toward the China coast. Many of these
were patrols or searches for shipping, military targets and supporting
facilities. On one mission, a single ship weather reco, the crew spotted
a

On 1 January, 1945, Russia had doubled
its military strength since the beginning of
1944. Against the Russians, Germany had
less than half the manpower, a quarter of
the guns, one third the tanks, and one
eighth the number of combat aircraft.
The fighting was taking place on German
territory or in eastern European countries
previously controlled by the Germans. On
New Years day the fiercest fighting was in
and around Budapest.
The struggle in Poland, which had been
subdued for some time, heated up in midJanuary. The last remaining Germans in
Warsaw were eliminated by 20 January.
The Russians penetrated into Germany and
were only 70 miles from Berlin on 31 January.
By 5 February, the Russian spearhead had
penetrated to within 30 miles of Berlin.
Russian forces in East Prussia were moving freely. The German forces were divided
into three pockets on the Baltic coast. German naval units provided supporting fire to
German pockets in East Prussia and Latvia
in early February. The isolated troops in Latvia were finally evacuated by sea.
In Yugoslavia, the Germans were preparing to withdraw under pressure from Marshal Tito’s partisans.
In mid February, the stiff resistance and
counter attacks by the Germans in Hungary
had finally been drained of its strength. The
Russians again began to advance. On 13
(Continued page 9, The World At War )
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February, the whole of Budapest came under Russian control. They had captured
128,000 prisoners. Only a handful escaped.
During March, Russian forces crossed
into Austria in the south. The advancing
Russian forces in Austria placed the Germans still in Yugoslavia in a delicate position. Their lines to their rear could be cut.
The Russian forces in the north continued
to nibble away at the stiff German resistance around several pockets on the Baltic
coast. By the end of March, the Baltic ports
of Gdynia and Danzig had been occupied
by the Russians. In the final days of March,
German naval ships succeeded in evacuating 85,000 men from the coastal pockets,
most of them wounded.
On 2 April, the Russians captured the
central area of the Hungarian oil fields.
The Russian armies advanced 15-20 miles
a day as they pressed toward Vienna. Hitler
ordered that the city must be held. A vastly
superior Russian force threatened the city.
Further south, Bulgarian and Russian
forces were moping up and penetrated into
Yugoslavia.
In the early days of April, Russian forces
were exerting great force against the port of
Konigsberg on the Baltic. In the evening of 9
April, the German commander ordered his
troops to surrender to the superior strength.
The commander was condemned to death
in absentia by German headquarters.
The city had been pounded by 2,000
Russian planes and the defenders had lost
42,000 killed and 92,000 taken prisoner. In
East Prussia the Russians took 142,000
prisoners in the five days of 6-10 April, including over 1,800 officers, four of whom
were generals.
The battle for Vienna raged on and the
desperate defenders of Breslau held out
against continuous assaults. Finally, on 13
April, Vienna fell.
In early morning of 16 April, the Russians
opened their offensive against Berlin. There
followed days of violent struggles between
the defenders and the overwhelming forces
of the Red armies. Hitler issued his final
“Order of the Day”, “He who gives the order
to retreat is to be shot on the spot.”
On 23 April, Hitler officially assumed command of the defense of Berlin. The military
forces were reinforced with 32,000 policemen, old men and women and additional
reinforcements from nearby cities (who were
never able to reach Berlin).
Russian troops south of Berlin made contact with American forces on the Elbe River
on 25 April.
In spite of the circumstance and the obvious inevitability, German units in various
(Continued page 10, The World At War )
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Japanese Betty bomber flying nearby at the same altitude. The pilot closed in behind the
Jap plane, fired his nose guns - Zappo!
A weather reco flight to Formosa on 28 February was assigned to Lt. Stuart of the 71st
Squadron. A. L. Saulsbury was flying as copilot and submitted the following report.
“Uneventful until we left the coast headed home. Tail gunner reported a ‘bandit’, which couldn’t catch up to us and turned back.
Stuart flew on for a few moments, then stated ‘I feel like a fight today’
and turned back . . We overtook the bandit, a two seater, open cockpits float biplane as it flew down the beach, a couple of hundred feet
up and with the pilot leaning out the left side waving at the fishermen
on the beach. Stuart peered over the nose (no gun sight) and fired
one burst which missed to the right. The Jap pilot never noticed, just
kept on waving. The second burst just poured up the fuselage, the
float plane turned 90 degrees left, then flipped straight down into a
paddy, or flooded area . . . Stuart spotted some freight cars at the RR
station nearby, gave a big WHOOP, headed for them flat out, and we
laid our bomb load on them with very nice explosions resulting. . .”
On
28 February, a training exercise was assigned to one plane. It
was to make practice approaches on one of the ships anchored in Lingayen Gulf. For some reason one wing collapsed during the approach.
The plane crashed in the water; all three men on board were killed.
Another plane was lost on another day. Only the radio operator and
tail gunner survived the ditching south of Formosa. The gunner, S/Sgt.
George Harvey, went to the assistance of the radio operator whose May
West floatation vest did not inflate. He kept the injured man from sinking
while awaiting help. After some time, a rescue plane arrived and
dropped a raft which was damaged upon hitting the water.
While still holding his injured crewmate, Harvey was able to partially
inflate the raft and get his buddy into the raft. The Catalina managed to
land in the rough sea and take the men on board, returning them to Lingayen. Harvey was awarded a DFC for his valiant successful struggle.
Even for the few missions flown against targets on Luzon, weather
often played a part, forcing the planes to hit alternate targets. Some missions were single ship weather recos or patrols and carried out by one
squadron. The missions to northern Formosa or searches along the
China coast were much longer than those ground support missions to
nearby targets on Luzon. But the Sun Setters were busy. Over 100 missions were flown with over 450 sorties completed. But the Group had
paid a heavy price for their accomplishments. The Group lost 28 men,
KIA or MIA, during the month and four planes.
GETTING SETTLED
In their new camp, the Sun Setters had made special use of the
readily available Filipino man power and resources. Many of the tents
were kept in good shape by the houseboys hired by the occupants. Not
(Continued page 10, Back To Civilization )
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a few even engaged Filipino work crews to add improvements or to even
build a house using bamboo and nipa shingles (a type of palm leaf
doubled over a bamboo stick approximately 36 inches long and used for
siding
or roof
When
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Harry designed a large round table for card games, two smaller desks
and several chairs built by his buddies. These were made from beautiful
clear 1” x 12” redwood planks that had been used as cribbage on the
supply ships in the harbor.
Large bamboo racks with shelves in each corner provided space for
each man’s clothing and other personal items. The men slept without
mosquito nets after discharging a DDT aerosol canister before retiring.
They also prepared and ate an occasional meal of fried chicken (supply
tethered under the house) and canned goods from Army ration packages
“requisitioned” from the Quartermaster’s Depot.
Outside the front door was another six-foot extension across the front
under cover of the roof with steps to the ground at one end. Guests were
greeted by a harsh “Get your shoes off!” No shoes were worn in this
house to avoid the accumulation of dirt from the shoes in the netting under the floor. The 38th Bomb Group newspaper, “The Frag Rag”, dubbed
this house as “Millionaire’s Mansion”.
The Group Mess Hall was the best mess hall the Group had in its first
36 months of overseas life. But the food was typical Army food, sometimes enhanced with local products.
The local Filipinos had lived a very meager existence under harsh
Japanese control for three years. They had been hungry most of that
time. When the men exited the hall to clean out their mess kits and to
wash them, there was usually a line of the natives. Each one had a tin
can to which they usually had attached a wire bailing handle. They held
these out as a gesture, asking for whatever scraps one might otherwise
scrape into the big garbage cans before washing the mess kit in the
steaming hot water.
Often there were small children in the line. With increasing numbers,
this line became a problem and orders were issued that scraps were not
to be given to the pitiful souls. MPs were sometimes stationed at the line
to enforce the order. But the men found it hard to ignore these pleas.
There were ways of circumventing the order but which also avoided creating the congestion.
The beach on the north boundary of the camp was a beautiful place to
spend time when duty schedules permitted. It seemed to stretch for
miles. The gray sand had few, if any, rocks or shells when the 38th arrived. The ocean breakers broke to the smooth sea quite a distance from
the shore. Men soon were seen holding wet mattress covers in the
steady breeze to inflate them. The cover was then tied as tight as possible on the end and it became a big float. Carried out as far as possible,
the men would ride the breakers to the shore on the big float. What a
way to relax!
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areas were able to stage counter attacks, in
some cases inflicting heavy losses on their
Russian opponents.
In Berlin, it was a block by block and
house by house savage struggle. In the evening darkness of 30 April, the Russians captured the ruins of the Reichstag and raised
the Russian flag in triumph. But during the
day, Hitler had committed suicide.
Further to the south 600,000 men of German Army Group South and 1,200,000 of
Army Group Centre were fighting to clear
an escape avenue to the west and a considerable number were able to reach the
American troops to surrender on the Elbe.
The surrounded German forces at Breslau refused to surrender.
As the sun set on 30 April, what light and
life remained in the vaunted German
Wehrmacht was failing rapidly.

CHINA, BURMA, INDIA
In late 1944, the Stilwell Road, built to
make road traffic to China possible was
completed by joining with the Burma Road
at Bhamo, near the Burma/China border. On
12 January, 1945, Col. Lewis Pick headed
the first convoy, consisting of 113 vehicles,
to leave Ledo in northern India for Kunming,
China. On 4 February, they completed the
1,079 mile journey.
Two pipelines laid along the road carried
fuel being pumped to Kunming. The fuel
came to Ledo through pipe lines originating
in Calcutta.
Col. Pick was eventually promoted to Major General for his leadership in building the
road through disease infested jungles and
over some of the most rugged country in the
world in less than two and a half years in
spite of monsoon rains that often raised
havoc necessitating rebuilding segments
along the precipitous trail.
Since early in the war, the U. S. Office of
Strategic Services (O. S. S.) had been busy
recruiting operatives in Burma among the
hill tribe minorities. These people had been
abused by the Burmese nationalists who
had embraced the Japanese conquest as a
liberation from Great Britain.
In particular, military units organized
among the Karen people, the largest minority group in Burma, were very effective in
pushing remnant Japanese groups back into
the eastern hills of Burma. This enabled the
British to move south along the rivers at a
quicker pace. They played an important roll
in the final efforts to expel the Japanese
from Burma in the coming days.
In January, British troops in India, landed
along the west coast of Burma between India and Rangoon. They headed to the east
toward Mandalay to join other Allied troops
Continued page 11, The World At War )
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coming down the Irrawaddy River. British
and Indian Army forces had pushed into the
central plains where their motorized equipment could be put to good use against the
withdrawing Japs.
American troops took positions along the
high ground overlooking the Burma Road on
the border of Burma and China.
Chinese forces moving south along the
Burma Road pressured the retreating Japanese along the Shweli river area crossing
into Burma. This action opened the Burma
Road for the first convoy which had departed Ledo several days earlier.
Because of the success of these operations, Admiral Mountbatten gave orders in
February for speeding up the offensive
against Mandalay and Rangoon.
Japanese troops cut off in the north of
Burma managed to filter through the jungle
trails to the south to join up with the troops
being harassed by the Allied forces. During
this movement, they inflicted heavy losses
on the Chinese forces near Lashio.
The Japanese forces in central Burma put
up strong defenses against the British
bridgehead across the Irrawaddy and further
east on the Shweli River.
In March, Allied forces were converging
on Mandalay. To the southwest, British Indian forces engaged the Japanese for much
of the month to take over Meiktila. There
were several air bases around this city of
strategic importance to future Allied operations. The struggle for this key area did not
end until the first of April.
On 20 March, the 19th Indian Division
overran the last Japanese positions in Mandalay. The capture of Meiktila followed several days later.
Having captured Mandalay and Meiktila,
General William Slim (commander of British
forces in Burma following defeat of the Japs
at Imphal) drove his forces down the Irrawaddy and Shweli Rivers. He wanted to
take Rangoon before the monsoon season
hit in early May. Burma’s major oil field was
overrun by the advancing Allied forces.
In the final weeks of April, the Japanese
Air Force launched attacks on the leading
British units causing some damage. However, effective cover by British air forces led
to the Japanese Air Force retirement from
the scene to join other groups in Thailand.
The British had advanced to Pegu, 50
miles from Rangoon, on 29 April. That night
the monsoon rains hit the area, several days
before the usual date. It was a disconcerting
blow to have come so near and yet so far
from their objective before the rains.
However, British naval units were preparing to land a small invasion force in the delta
area just below Rangoon. The Japanese
(Continued page 12, The World At War )
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As the camp evolved, the flight strip was soon operational. Countless
heavy bamboo mats underlaid the Marston steel matting of the runway,
taxiways, and parking pads. This was to help stabilize the sandy soil.
Before long, the runway developed an undulating surface which pilots
had to contend with during takeoff and landing. Stress on the nose
gear increased as the undulations became more pronounced.
The P-38 fighter group sharing the strip began transitioning to P-51s
soon after operations were begun. One day the men in the 405th squadron right off the end of the strip heard a P-51 engine sputtering as it became airborne just east of their camp. Some of the men rushed outside
in time to see the plane staggering as it tried to turn toward the ocean to
avoid the camp. The engine soon quit completely and the plane mushed
through the air and crashed against the east wall of the Group Headquarters building, then falling into a heap at the base of the wall. The
pilot had apparently turned the switches off in the final seconds and
there was no fire. The crowd that gather quickly could do nothing for the
pilot.
The Headquarters building had a large central floor area which became the Group Theater, mission briefing auditorium, and basketball
stadium. This was a grand improvement.
The sea in the gulf was a very busy harbor. A large number of Navy
ships, transports, and supply ships rode at anchor. The base engineering group had a regular helicopter (the first most of the men had seen)
taxi service to ships in the harbor that provided full machine shop service
to aid in difficult maintenance problems.
Japanese air raids came during the early weeks, almost always at
night. The sky would light up brightly with a virtual umbrella of anti-aircraft fire from the ships and considerable fire from shore installations. It
seemed that there must have been collisions of artillery projectiles.
MARCH MADNESS
Because of so many weather problems, the 38th BG dispatched a
growing number of weather recos during March. Some of these were
sent to provide weather data for the heavy bombing organizations operating from Luzon. These were usually single ship missions generally
without fighter escort. They were armed and carried bombs to use on
targets of opportunity after providing the weather reports to the base.
Twenty-four such flights were made to Formosa during March: four to
the Chinese coast and two to target areas on Luzon. Only one was not
completed - mechanical problems.
On 2 March, a combined mission with the 345th Bomb Group
brought the first heavy action of the month. Thirty-six Sun Setter planes
headed for Taichu. The 822nd dropped down off a ridge just east of the
target. They strafed and bombed buildings, ground support equipment,
and parked planes, starting several fires. Numerous dummy planes had
been set up in the revetment area among real planes. A factory near the
north edge of the base was strafed and bombed.
One of the “Black Panthers” took damaging fire in the nose section
but was able to return to Lingayen. But a second wounded plane only
managed to get to the coast beyond the target where it ditched in a big
splash. Only two survivors were seen to emerge from the wreck. They
were later rescued by an ERS Catalina.
The attack continued and the third squadron strafed and bombed hangars, barracks buildings, warehouses, and planes in the revetment area.
Just beyond the airfield, a moving train of several cars was caught in
strafing fire. A large sugar refinery just south of the airfield also received
fire from the thundering planes.
The 71st swarmed over the target, destroying more planes and setting
more fires among the buildings. Enemy ground fire downed one of the
“Wolf Pack” Mitchells which exploded on impact on a runway. As they
crossed the target, the formation was attacked by two enemy fighters
which fired a few short burst before they turned away, having caused no
additional damage.
On 3 March, 24 Sun Setters were sent to the Japanese airbase at
(Continued page 12, Back To Civilization )
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Kagi. Weather over the target thwarted their mission and they turned to
an alternate target, Basco airdrome and the nearby village. The target
offered few really significant objectives. Bombs and strafing succeeded
in starting fires at the airdrome and in the village and some buildings
were seen to have been destroyed. The crews felt that targets of greater
value should be selected for secondary targets.
On 4 March, eight planes were sent on a shipping search along the
China coast. Weather again made it necessary to direct their destruction
to the alternate target. Thirty two 500-pound demolition bombs and a
second strafing run left the station in shambles and inoperative.
Hainan Island just off the southern tip of China was the site of a major
Japanese airbase. The extensive installations were protected by heavy
ack-ack positions scattered throughout the base area. A sizable number
of protecting aircraft were observed to make up a formidable defensive
force around the base.
On 6 March, twelve 38th BG planes led six additional B-25s from the
17th Reconnaissance Squadron from Lingayen. Ack-ack from gun positions on building roofs around the Hainan Island air field and along the
coast gave a hot greeting to the 823rd planes as they swept in for their
attack. One strafer zeroed in on a truck loaded with boxes. A hanger with
visible planes inside was hit hard and broke into flames. Thirty-two 100pounders were dropped throughout the building and dispersal areas
leaving hotly burning fires. The smoke hindered evaluation of their accomplishment.
One plane was seriously damaged and crashed just off shore and
there were no known survivors. Intercepting fighters made brief attacks
and were driven off.
The 405th, flying through heavy ack-ack, smoke, and flame, dropped
50 100-pounders damaging and destroying more buildings. Their strafing
damaged other facilities and heavily camouflaged planes as they swept
across the target. One heavy ack-ack position was silenced, at least
temporarily, by the strafers. Bombs were dropped on targets along the
shore. One soldier running down a street was given a quick assist in
joining his “honorable ancestors”. As the planes left the target they were
(Continued page 13, Back To Civilization )
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had withdrawn from the city without contesting the assault.

THE CHINA FRONT
The Japanese had established a corridor
of occupation and communication from their
central Chinese zone, occupied in the late
30s, to the south China ports occupied in
1941/42. Several American Air Force bases
had been overrun during this action in late
1944. This isolated an area east of the corridor still controlled by the Chinese army.
On 15 January, the Japanese opened an
offensive from this corridor to take the
American air base at Suichuan, After 15
days of fighting, they achieved their objective.
On 21 March they opened up an offensive against the 14th AF base at Laohokow
northwest of Hankow. This would put them
within striking distance of Chungking to the
southwest.
The Americans abandoned the base on
25 March after destroying important installations. This was the last time that they would
have to abandon a base.
On 13 April, the Japanese launched another offensive toward Chunking, the initial
objective being Chinchiang to the southwest
of Chunking. The Chinese forces moved to
threaten the flank of the Japanese advance,
bringing the offensive to a halt.
On the 14th, the Japanese high command ordered the movement of four division
from the southern area of China into central
and northern China. This ended a threat to
several other American bases in south central China.

THE PACIFIC THEATER

The tail feathers got plucked at Hainan

On 3 January, an American fast carrier
task force launched two days of attack
against Japanese ships in the Formosa and
Ryukyu areas. This was a continuation of
periodic attacks since the previous October.
Two days later, another task force hit islands in the Bonin group. The invasion date
for Iwo Jima in these islands had been set
for 19 February .
Still another U. S. Naval group attacked
Japanese installations in the Kuril Islands
far to the north on this same day.
Forays against Japanese shipping along
the east coast of China and airfields on Formosa and Hainan Islands continued on 15
and 16 January. This group, under command of Admiral McCain, carried out further
attacks against installations in the Pescadores, Formosa and the Ryukyu’s through
January. They destroyed over 100 aircraft
and sank a dozen ships, tankers and transports.
The American force had been attacked by
(Continued page 13, The World At War )
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Kamikaze squadrons which caused serious
damage to a carrier and less damage to a
destroyer and a light carrier.
As “D Day” for Iwo Jima approached, a
heavy bombardment was started on 17 February. Farther to the north, a fast carrier
group began two days of attacks against air
fields, factories, shipping, and other installations in the Tokyo area.
On 19 February, 30,000 Marines landed
on the beaches of Iwo Jima. The conquest
of this barren island would enable long distance fighter planes to accompany the B29s bombing Japan and furnish a base for
refueling B-29s running short on fuel or for
damaged planes in distress returning to
their bases.
The Americans objective was to cut the
island into two parts. From this position they
launched attacks toward Mt. Suribachi in the
south and other forces began moving toward one of the two serviceable air strips in
the north part of the island.
The Japanese had fortified the island with
a complex system of interconnecting tunnels
and underground fortifications. They carried
out attacks at night. Scurrying from their well
concealed rat holes in the “lunar like” landscape, they made surprise appearances to
the dug-in Marines with deadly results.
Both sides launched flares at night, providing errie lighting over the rocky terrain.
During the fighting, Marines blew up many
of the rocks on the island making sure they
were not camouflaged doors to the Japanese tunnels.
Murderous defensive fire power caused
great losses. Some ships in the landing
group were hit by Japanese artillery fire.
Even with American air superiority, Japanese suicide aircraft were able to sink and
damage some ships in the landing force.
To the south, Marines surrounded Mt.
Suribachi and slowly made their way up the
slopes of this natural fortress. On 23 February, a small group raised the American flag
on the summit. Sappers were blowing up
one cave after another. Many Japanese
committed suicide. Fighting on the mountain
continued for two more days.
The Japanese had skillfully set up machine guns on three low hills. They had
carefully created interlocking fields of fire to
guard all the approaches to the two airfields.
On 25 February, airfield number two was
taken but the enemy continued devastating
fire from the strategic rises. Twenty
Sherman tanks were knocked out. Time
after time the Americans were forced to retire from the three hills.
Fire from Japanese guns on the island
continued to cause damage to the support
(Continued page 14, The World At War )
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attacked by a dozen or more Jap fighters. After a ten-minute running air
battle, one enemy plane had been downed and the Green Dragons left
the area headed for home.
The B-25s from the 17th Reco surged through the smoke left by the
previous Mitchells. The results of delivering their bombs and bullets
could not be observed because of the smoke from the fires that had
been set. But they caught heavy enemy fire. One plane crashed on the
beach. Half of the tail section of another plane was shot away by ackack. No crew members on this plane sustained serious injury but the
pilots struggled to keep the plane under control.
The seriously “wounded bird” was attacked by Jap fighter planes as it
left the target. One enemy bullet struck directly on the edge of the armor
plate behind the radio operator’s position. It put a kink in the edge of the
plate and a bulge in the fuselage skin. The explosive bullet also scrambled the radio compartment. The attackers suffered for their misjudgment; one of them probably unable to tell his “glorious” story. The B-25
returned to Lingayen, making a normal landing.
For the next several days, shipping searches were the order of the
day. These were usually four planes flying together along the China or
Formosa coasts. These missions often contended with weather problems. Sometimes they were just long hours of over water flying without
sighting any quarry. The more rewarding missions resulted in finding a
ship or two which was attacked, usually by two-plane elements.
But such missions could be fatal. Too often, there wasn’t a rescue
plane or ship close enough to find survivors before darkness set in.
On one of these typical search missions, the four planes had been
forced to abandon the sea search and had bombed a secondary land
target on northern Luzon. One of the 405th planes had been unable to
drop its 1,000-pound bombs because of a mechanical problem. It returned to the Lingayen strip. As its wheels touched down, one of those
bombs dropped through the bomb bay doors, skidded a short ways behind the plane, and then exploded. Fortunately, the crew was able to
evacuate the plane before it, too, burned. The second bomb exploded
during the fire. A nearby mechanic was killed by flying debris.
On 17 March, the whole group “fell out” for a formal parade to the air
strip. It was most unusual to see the men dressed in their uniforms and
marching on a “parade ground.” Brigadier General Crabb, Commanding
General of V Bomber Command, presented awards to a large number of
men, from Col. Hawes down through the ranks to a number of enlisted
men. The awards recognized special acts of courage and recognized
many for their many hours of combat flying.
In mid-March, 24 planes were sent to bomb Baguio. The area had
been bombed by A-20s shortly before the Sun Setters arrived. Dust
and smoke covered the area. The B-25s made six ships abreast bombing runs at 5,000 feet . The results were unobservable. The Japs holed
up in the city lobed a few ineffective ack-ack shells into the sky. All
planes returned home without any damage and without any significant
news to report.
On 20 March, 26 planes headed for Amoy harbor on the China coast
where a small convoy had been sighted. This mission turned out to be a
disaster for the 38th. Two planes were shot down over the convoy. Two
planes were damaged and chose to fly to a 14th Air Force base in
China. Some of the planes never reached the target because of various
fuel, mechanical, and navigation problems. Bombing accuracy was
poor. One direct hit on a Destroyer was claimed as well as direct hits on
two supply ships. All other bombs seemed to have fallen into the seas
without causing any serious damage.
On the following day, four planes from the 71st returned to Amoy and
located a cargo ship that had apparently been damaged the previous
day. Six runs by individual planes were made; one bomb scored a direct
hit. Later in the day, four planes from the 823rd located this same ship.
This time, in a single run by two planes, another direct hit was scored.
The formation turned away from the burning and sinking ship.
(Continued page 14, Back To Civilization )
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On 23 March, a single ship weather reco to Formosa found the plane
above a cloud layer. The pilot decide to make a descent through the
clouds and found himself almost upon Takao Harbor bristling with shipping. Too late to turn away, he headed for some cargo ships and released his two 1,000-pound bombs. Although they were near misses, it
was believed they did damage to the docks. After leaving the harbor
and turning for home, he found five smaller cargo ships and made a
strafing attack. Tracers were seen to enter some of the targets. He
sighted what appeared to be a radar station on a small island along the
coast. Once again, he pressed that trigger to unleash those 12 .50 caliber guns in the nose. His crew reported that he had damaged the radar
screen.
After time off for maintenance and practice, 12 planes were assigned
a target in the Baguio area. Bombs were dropped from medium altitude
and only a few ack-ack bursts were spotted.
After an alert for shipping was cancelled on 27 March, the Group was
briefed for an attack on the Kinsui casing plant on northwest Formosa.
Four planes from the 71st found the target under good weather and
made a minimum altitude bombing and strafing run, dropping 18 250pounders, all within the target area. As they left the target, a seven car
passenger train was sighted which was strafed with hits scored. A short
distance away, another train was found sitting motionless on the rails.
More hits were scored.
The 823rd soon arrived in the area and elected to hit other targets of
opportunity because the weather over the target had turned marginal. A
train and railroad station were bombed and strafed. The locomotive was
destroyed. The 823rd also found a train, this one with 20 cars. Dense
clouds of smoke covered the target as the planes withdrew. Weather
turned the 405th back and they dropped seven bombs on the airdrome
at Koryu leaving fires emitting black smoke as they returned home.
On 29 March, three squadrons were sent to bomb an oil refinery at
Byoritsu on Formosa. The first two squadrons had problems trying to
distinguish the refinery from the town and strafed and bombed the area.
As the 823rd approach the target, something (not believed to be ackack) hit the right wing plane of the first flight. The nose wheel door flew
open. This caused the plane to flip over the flight leader. The pilot regained control, completing the roll under the lead plane and 10 feet
above the ground. The report surmises that this was the first successful
snap roll of a B-25 at low altitude.
The 71st made the final run on the target. They reported with certainty that they had hit the refinery, bombing a building with a tall stack
and setting fires.
Jim Powell, flying his fourth mission, was in the top turret of the plane
flown by Lt. W. Nash. As they approached the target, they were hit by
antiaircraft fire causing the plane to veer down and under the lead
plane. The two planes touched, crushing the top part of the left rudder
and stabilizer and raking the right rudder over sideways. The lead plane
also suffered damage to its right wing and part of the tail section. But it
was able to complete the run over the target and return to Lingayen.
Nash managed to maintain control and headed for the ocean. The
order “prepare to ditch” was given but the sea was so rough and their
location so precarious that Nash asked for a heading to an area of
China not under Japanese control. Powell’s story continues . . .
“Upon reaching Hsunkou, . . They (the pilots) observed a military convoy, presumably unfriendly. . . About 20 minutes after
flying eastward, their fuel supply was exhausted. Not finding any
place to land normally, and with only one engine fully operational,
the pilots skillfully crash landed the aircraft, wheels up, down the
side of a mountain, skimmed across a rice paddy, plowed through
a narrow, shallow river, and nosed into the eastern river bank.
“Everyone was shaken; no one was seriously hurt. Fortunately,
we had landed in an area which hadn’t been occupied by either
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fleet just off the beaches, Damage was exacerbated by storms that swept the area
during the height of the conflict.
On 18 March, the island was declared
safe to Americans. But it was not until 28
March that the annihilation of the last suicide charge that the battle for Iwo Jima was
finally ended. It was on this day that the first
landings on small islands near the main
landing point on Okinawa took place.
While the fighting on Iwo Jima was in progress, other action was going on in the Pacific Theater. B-29s moved from strategic
bombing of Japan’s industrial network to
incendiary bombing of the big residential
areas of cities in late February. Carrier aircraft moved in close to the industrial facilities of Tokyo and surrounding area.
On 9 March, 334 B-29s rained incendiary
bombs on Tokyo. Ten square miles of housing were reduced to smoldering embers after the three-hour raid. Perhaps 200,000
people are killed and thousands of serious
burn victims haunted the ruins and surrounding area. The fate of many was a slow
death from the burns and from infection for
lack of suitable treatment and care.
A fast carrier task force destroyed and
damaged several ships in the Kure/Kobe
area on 18 March. But the Japanese responded with their first use of flying bombs
which damaged several American ships.
In preparation for the Okinawa landings,
air and naval attacks destroyed over 500
Japanese aircraft in the area and damaged
transport and naval ships. Japanese suicide
bomber continued to take their toll of American ships.
On 1 April, the U. S. 10th Army with six
Marine divisions was put ashore on the
southwest coast of Okinawa. Including all
supporting forces, 548,000 personnel were
involved, the largest amphibious force utilized to date in the Pacific.
This force was opposed by 85,000 men
on Okinawa and another 25,000 in the Ryukyu Islands. There were an additional
10,000 seamen and militarized civilians plus
the territorial militia of 20,000 at the command of General Ushijima and Admiral Ota.
The Japanese had prepared a “formidable defensive line,” the Shuri line. As in
many previous campaigns, the Japanese
did not oppose the original landings. They
were relying on the Kamikaze suicide
planes and their navy’s “exploding boats.”
Kamikaze pilots by this time had only received a very few hours of flight instruction.
They were not as successful as they had
been at Leyte.
The Yontan and Kadena airfields were
soon occupied by the Americans without
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much difficulty. Other progress in the north
and east on the first day was surprisingly
easy. At the end of the day the perimeter
was nine miles long and three miles deep.
By the end of the second day, the Americans
had reach the east coast of Okinawa, cutting
the island in two.
The situation changed greatly on the
fourth day. Japanese forces began emerging
from carefully camouflaged redoubts to
launch a fierce resistance. The Americans
were pinned down everywhere. The Shuri
defense line defied every attack.
In spite of assault by the American Navy
on Kyushu Island destroying many planes,
the Japanese were able to launch an estimated 400 planes on 5 April to attack the
invasion fleet at Okinawa. Most were shot
down before they could cause damage but
the remaining planes sank four ships and
damaged several others.
On 6 April, Japan’s 2nd Fleet sailed for
Okinawan waters. On 7 April, American aircraft pounced upon the fleet, sending the
pride of Japan, its huge battleship Yamato
(its sister ship, Musashi, had been sunk at
the Battle of Leyte Gulf), a cruiser, and four
other ships to the bottom of the East China
Sea. Suicide aircraft, cleverly concealed in
tunnels, emerged to pester and damaged
American ships in the area. Suicide boats
added to the score. These assaults continued for days and American leaders were
concerned by the mounting damage done to
the supporting fleet.
The struggle for land continued. In savage
fighting, the American could not move the
enemy lines. As mid-April arrived, American
forces made advances toward the north on
the Motobu Peninsula, breaking the Japanese lines on 17 April. On 20 April, the 6th
Marine Division finished mopping up the
straggling enemy on the peninsula.
Small nearby Islands were occupied. The
island of Ie Shima had an air field. Here the
Japs put up a more stubborn defense but the
Americans continued to move forward. On
21 April organized resistance ceased. The
Japs had lost 4,700 killed and 149 captured
while the Americans lost 1,000 killed,
wounded, and missing.
On 19 April, a heavy artillery barrage
landed on the Shuri line. U. S. Infantry
surged forward on the right and left flank of
the hard enemy line to break through and
outflank the center positions. The Japanese
response was strong. The fighting continued
into the following day. The enemy took out
several American tanks supporting the Yankee struggle. The GIs. were forced to yield
some of their gains in the evening of the following day under fierce counter attacks.
Another powerful American aerial, naval,
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the Japanese or by the Chinese Communists who also were
known to take Allied airmen prisoner.
“The crew members each carried small American and Nationalist Chinese flags with instructions about turning us over to
friendly authorities. We were picked up by Chinese Security
forces who were very young and whose rifles seemed almost as
long as they were tall. . . “
The group was hustled along, receiving friendly greetings and care.
They were shortly taken into custody by a group of American Navy and
Marine personnel who were anxious to spirit them away before they
could be betrayed or discovered by the Japanese who were in the
area. The men were transported in Jeeps or weapons carriers. The
pine fuel used was corrosive to the fuel pump rubber parts and they
had to be replaced frequently. In some places the dirt and gravel roads
were one lane and along sheer cliffs with no guard rails.
By ground and air transportation, some of it through and over Japanese occupied territory, they eventually reached Kunming. The group
was broken up and returned to Tacloban on Leyte in two B-24 bombers. The officers were interrogated at various points on their trip. Eventually they were all returned to Lingayen for further combat duty.
(The editor regrets that the full story cannot be included here because of
space limitations. Thanks to Jim for sending me this great story on three pages
and the accompanying picture.)

Detached service in China - From left to right: R. D. Beck (Radio
Operator), J. W. Luddeke (Copilot), F. King (Navigator, Under the helmet), W. G. Nash (Pilot), J. W. Powell (Engineer Gunner), in front
seat, R. L. Juilerat (Tail Gunner), unidentified Navy driver.
The final mission of the month was flown on 30 March to the same
area as the 2 March mission to Taichu. This time, the targets were the
railroad yard and barracks area south of the railroad and the sugar refinery at nearby Kori. A locomotive was destroyed, freight cars were
bombed and strafed.
During March, the 38th flew several ground support missions to assist the Army in reoccupying Luzon. Propaganda leaflets were dropped
on the Japanese positions in the mountains east of Manila. A ground
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support mission was sometimes assigned as an alternate target if weather closed the target on Formosa or on the China coast. This sometimes
involved contacting a control position upon arrival in the area to be given
a specific target - a bridge or highway strong point perhaps.
The Group started the month of April with a minimum altitude attack
on Karenke Airdrome in the hopes that we would find what was left of
the Japanese Air Corp. On April 1, the 405th Squadron hit Karenke airfield, strafing and dropping 23-pound parafrag bombs. Leaving the target area with many bombs yet to be dropped, the B-25’s hit targets of
opportunity south along the coast - a large bus, two factory buildings, the
Taito Airdrome, and a radar installation.
The 71st followed, dropping its bombs throughout the target area and
on targets along the coast to the south. The 822nd and 823rd were
squeezed off the target by a ridge but directed their destructive fire and
bombs to targets along the coast as they followed the 405th, One plane
dropped bundles of propaganda leaflets with graphic illustrations of the
rapidly disappearing area of Japanese domination.
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and artillery bombardment was unleashed
against the main positions of the Shuri line.
In the forward positions, the Americans
made free use of flame throwers. Fierce
fighting continued in the south as April
ended.
From 26 March until the end of April, the
Navy alone had shot down over 1,100 Japanese aircraft. But the Japanese had sunk 20
American ships and damaged another 157.

THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

APRIL, NO PLACE FOR FOOLS
On 2 April, two airplanes of the 405th left Lingayen at two a.m. Arriving
over Ryukyu-Sho before daylight, the airplanes circled. For a short time,
the Nips turned on the runway lights and landing beacons as though
they were expecting the planes to come in for a landing. The “Green
Dragons” made an attack dropping eight 250-pounders at Rokko, scoring two direct hits on a factory, and Seiro where hits were scored on a
large factory surrounded by oil storage tanks. As they left, several explosions occurred and billowing red flames lighted the early morning sky.
The 71st Squadron arrived in early daylight. They struck a refinery
where bombs energized a secondary explosion hurling debris high into
the air followed by a raging fire. They struck locomotives, freight cars
and passenger trains in the rail yards. A large barracks type building was
strafed and bombed a few miles from Kagi. The “Wolf Pack” also
bombed and strafed a high tension line and bridge near Banshiden.
The snarling “Wolf Pack” then hit a large barracks building north of
Taichu. As they flew on, Lt. Paul, flying #108, spotted a railroad bridge
and opened his bomb bay doors, indicating an intended attack. The flight
leader was 300 yards to his right and a bit behind. As Paul pulled up
from his target, he was heading directly for the lead plane above him.
The following collision crushed the nose and right engine nacelle of the
lead plane. The right rudder of Paul’s plane was bent over flat against
the right elevator and stabilizer. His plane flipped over on its back and
plunged to the ground, exploding on impact. Lt. Jordan, in the lead plane
now without a gyro system or electrical system, carefully nursed the
plane home. They landed safely and without injury to the crew.
The 822nd Squadron, flying in three two-ship elements, followed the
rails north of Tainan. Strafing and bombing created havoc on no less
than five trains. But the Group returned to Lingayen with heavy hearts,
having lost two planes and crews to ack-ack. It was another costly day
for the 38th BG.
Four planes from each squadron were out again on 3 April. Their destination was Kagi, particularly the railroad yards in the northwest section
of the town and the butanol plant in the southwestern section of the
town. The Kagi yards were a rail hub for much of Formosa. The planes
thundered over the targets on a south to north course. Explosions and
fires were left in the area of the butanol plant and surrounding area.
Bombs and bullets struck buildings around the rail yards and cars and
equipment in the yards. A nearby lumber yard and a medium anti-aircraft
position took direct hits. Large fires were burning in many places as they
withdrew for home with only one plane sustaining slight damage.
On 6 April, a navigation error took the Sun Setters over the town of
Shoka, 60 miles north of the intended secondary target. But bombs were
dropped on significant targets. Warehouses and the factory district received several 250-pound bombs and the 822nd unloaded on an alcohol

The Americans had begun their mopup
operations on Leyte which would continue
for four months. In order to cloud the nature
of their plans in coming weeks, they also
began a mopup on Mindoro Island with aid
from Filipino guerrillas. They began the construction of airfields for heavy bombers on
Mindoro. The Japs were able to mount air
attacks on the island’s airstrips destroying
several planes in the following days.
The Lingayan invasion fleet assembled in
the Gulf of Leyte and sailed on 4 January.
Jap aircraft attacked the fleet, managing to
severely damage an escort carrier. Additional attacks caused heavy damage to several ships as the convoy made its way north.
Two advance naval squadrons began
shelling the landing area on 6 January
arousing a violent attack by suicide bombers
which seriously damaged several ships. But
the Jap attacks were costly to them, as well.
Of 150 planes defending Luzon on 1 January, only 35 were left at sun set on the 6th.
On the morning of 9 January, the first of
67,000 Americans headed for the beaches
on Lingayen Gulf. There were counter attacks by the few remaining Japanese aircraft but there was no resistance to the
landing my ground forces. The Japs used
for the first time explosive boats, the sea
version of the Kamikaze planes.
American ground forces, having established a large beachhead, started heading
for Manila. They met their first ground force
resistance on 14 January at Rosario.
Progress was slower on the eastern flank
toward the mountains and north along the
coast of northern Luzon. By 21 January,
several Filipino battalions had been integrated into American units along the forward
lines.
As the Americans moved closer to Clark
Field, Japanese resistance stiffened. But
one runway at Clark was occupied on 26
January. Additional troop landings were
made on the western coast of Luzon north
of the Bataan peninsula.
Since early January when 11 men had
been rescued after escaping from the
slaughter at the Palawan Japanese prison
camp, the American high command had
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been in deep concern for American POWs
in the Philippines. Would that same fate be
in store for other POWs?
The Americans had moved south toward
Manila in the broad plains. As they approached Cabanatuan on the eastern side
of the central plain, orders were issued on
26 January to the Alamo Scouts and the
Army Rangers. They assigned the task to
special groups, who were later joined by a
force of Filipino Guerrillas, to rescue over
500 men at the Cabanatuan prison camp.
The camp was 35 miles behind enemy
lines. Most of the prisoners were survivors
of the Bataan Death March. There mission
was completed successfully on January 30.
Their meticulous planning and execution
of the mission won them several awards but
the most satisfying was being able to see
these prisoners off safely to their homeland.
On 31 January, the First Cavalry Division received orders to proceed with great
haste to liberate the prisoners in Santo
Tomas University in Manila, the Hotel Manila, and the principal government buildings
in the city. Divided into three groups, this
lightning strike force set out to reach their
objective 100 miles away and surrounded
by a superior enemy force. At 1835 hours
on 3 February, a single tank and motorized
support crashed through the iron gate at
the university. By 2100 they were in control
of the university compound and 4,000 civilian POWs were saved.
The other objectives were also quickly
take. Fighting in the labyrinth of tunnels
under the Hotel Manila was a real cat-andmouse affair. Sadly, the former queen of
Asian hotels was later gutted by fire.
On 21 February, Company B of the
511th Airborne was pulled out of front line
positions and assigned a special mission
scheduled for 23 February. An advance
ground patrol and reconnaissance platoon
from the 1st Division was to reach the area
and disperse to provide ground support.
Company B parachuted from low altitude in an area just outside the camp compound. With additional fire support from the
group on the ground, they dropped into the
zone without casualties and quickly overcame the guards after a brisk firefight.
Over 2100 internees were quickly assembled. Those who could not walk were given
transportation in Amtracks attached to the
ground company which led the tattered
group of survivors to their freedom.
To hasten the internees departure, the
prison huts were set ablaze. The internees
were forced to leave almost empty handed,
without anything to remind them of their
painful days of captivity. The operation was
carried out with virtually no loss of life.

plant. Their nose guns delivered a large number of rounds to a wide
range of structures. Again, the group withdrew with only minor damage
to six planes and no injuries.
Eight planes from the 822nd and 823rd found no shipping along Formosa’s west coast on 9 April. They dropped 19 500-pounders on the
secondary target, Baguio. They received no ack-ack fire. The 405th
searched the east coast of Hainan Island for targets of opportunity. They
dropped bombs on a block house and another building which were destroyed. The 822nd and 823rd returned to Baguio to bomb a Japanese
troop concentration and supply area. They reported that they had not
received any ack-ack fire. Eight other planes were assigned an “invisible
target” - the enemy being concealed in a steep wooded escarpment
northwest of Langum. They strafed the area and dropped 32 250-pound
parademos, leaving fires and destroyed houses in their wake.
On 10 April, an armed weather reco was sent to the Pescadores Islands between Formosa and the China coast. The plane strafed and
bombed several barges and luggars, a light house, and two radio towers
along the Formosa coast before returning to Lingayen. On the same
day, six planes equipped for a smoke mission, hit their assigned target
near Manila to screen American troop activities.
On 11 April, 18 planes from all four squadrons were to hit the alcohol
plant near Tran-Sun. The “Wolf Pack” led the way followed by the
“Green Dragons” and the “Terrible Tigers”. Bombs destroyed and set
fires in the general target area. Barracks buildings, factory buildings, a
concrete municipal building, a railroad bridge, all took hits from 500pound bombs and .50 caliber bullets. The “Black Panthers”, shut out
of the primary target by weather, hit Reina Mercedes on Luzon, dropping their bombs from 3,000 feet and then making a strafing run over
the target.
The Group returned to Reina Mercedes on 12 April for a ground support mission against enemy troops and supplies. Low clouds over the
mountains and upper Cagayan Valley made it difficult to identify the
target. Bombs were dropped from one to three thousand feet and the
target area was then strafed. The Sun Setters were called on for another ground support mission in the afternoon. They delivered more
than 60 250-pounders throughout the town of Cabanga in northern Luzon. Eight more planes were called on to smoke the general area which
had been smoked on 10 April near Manila.
It was already the 13th of April in the 38th BG camp when they heard
that President Roosevelt had died at his Warm Springs, Georgia, retreat
on 12 April. A sense of gloom and questioning seeped through the
camp. Truman had become President and all wondered what this would
mean for them. But there was work to do.
On this day, the very busy Group sent 18 planes to bomb and strafe
enemy planes at the Echague Airdrome on northern Luzon. After three
runs on the target, a total of 1128 23-pound parafrag bombs blanketed
the target area. Four planes delivered more smoke to the Montalban
target near Manila.
A weather reco was sent to Formosa. After sending reports each half
hour for the designated time, the plane then attacked trains, railroad
tunnels, and yards. A single fighter made one pass, breaking off without
firing after the top turret gunner sent a couple of short burst in his direction. On a second pass the Jap pilot fired a couple of bursts from 500
yards and broke away, being chased by a P-38 in the area.
The Group made its last support mission to Baguio on 14 April.
Twenty four B-25s dropped 500-pounders in the area and returned to
Lingayen to load for a second attack. Weather had closed the target
area and the secondary target before the planes arrived.
On 15 April, 18 planes dropped loads of 23-pound parafrags on the
little town and rail yard of Shoka on Formosa after finding their primary
target, Koko, blanketed in clouds. A single Japanese interceptor closed
to within 300 yards of the 822nd formation before peeling off without
any exchange of fire. The 823rd was also intercepted by a fighter who
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pulled away without firing. A small amount of ack-ack did minor damage
to one plane. Two fighters also ran in on the 405th as it was approaching the target. They, like the others turned away without firing. The second fighter was smothered by a cloud of propaganda leaflets just before
he broke off his run. Unfortunately, he couldn’t read them on the fly.
Three squadrons headed for Koko again of 16 April. Due to a navigation error and weather, the Group attacked the Taien auxiliary airdrome.
The entire area was strafed and bombed with parafrags. Seven planes
experienced minor ack-ack damage but all returned safely.
On 17 April, three squadrons headed up the east coast of Formosa for
a change. The east runway and dispersal area of the Taito airdrome
were hit by bombs and strafing fire in a rather free form rat race attack.
The raiders took moderate accurate ack-ack fire damaging six planes.
One of the damaged planes returned to Lingayen on a single engine.
Another made an emergency landing at Loaog. All crews escaped injury.
It was 18 planes on the 18th, led by the 405th that hit a rather
bombed out Karenko airdrome. They were loaded with 100-pound demolition bombs which were dropped and exploded rather harmlessly. However. Two 405th planes were damaged, one making a crash landing
upon return. Three 822nd planes received minor damage. Six planes of
the 71st Squadron also carried minor damage back to Lingayen.
After recuperating for three days, the Sun Setters were sent to Formosa to interdict Japanese efforts to shift equipment from southern Formosa to northern Formosa to conserve their diminishing resources. The
Taichu railroad terminals were a major center for the rail traffic going
north. Weather forced the Group to make its turn into the target further
north than intended. At Shoka intense and accurate ack-ack damaged
two 822nd planes, forcing one to return immediately to Lingayen and the
other to ditch in the sea after completing his strafing and bombing run.
None of the crew were injured in the ditching and all escaped the plane
on rafts to be picked up by the rescue Catalina on station in the area.
The 71st hit the bridge and nearby rail yards and buildings. Strafing
and bombing did considerable damage and one plane was holed by ackack. The 823rd missed the rail yards but hit a power station and factory
along side the railroad north of Shoka. They reported six fires had been
started by the earlier attacking squadrons. Ack-ack did major damage to
(Continued page 19, Back To Civilization )
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Filipino guerrillas and US Army units provided cover against approaching Japanese
forces. The Japanese had already completed arrangements to kill all these prisoners
the following day.
Repeats of the brutality administered to
the Palawan camp captives were avoided.
The Japanese camp commanders were not
able to carry out the “Kill All Policy”
adopted in Tokyo in August 1944. The policy had been adopted and circulated to all
camp commanders by Japan after they had
been disturbed by the reports of their brutal
treatment of prisoners had been so widely
circulated in world news publications.
On 31 January, another landing was
made to the south of Manila.
In the first few days of February, American forces reached the outskirts of Manila
from the north, the northwest, and the south.
The Japanese forces occupying the city
withdrew leaving scorched earth before their
positions. They refused to declare Manila an
open city as the Americans had done in
1941 to save the civilians and buildings.
A large force of Japs was pushed back in
the mountains west of the central Luzon
plains through which the Americans had
directed their advance. Other Japanese forces had withdrawn into the mountains on
the eastern side of the great valley connecting Lingayen to Manila.
By the 15th, the Japanese in Manila had
been cut off from all other Jap forces.
Nicholes Field was in American hands.
Bataan Peninsula had been liberated. On
the 16th, an American parachute unit was
dropped on Corregidor, taking the Japs by
surprise.
The fighting was fierce in Manila. The old
city, known as Intra Muros, was protected
by a mammoth stone wall, 40 feet thick and
40 feet high. It was a superb fortress for the
resisting Japanese.
By the end of the month, the Americans
were cleaning up the last resistance in Manila. Bodies of dead Japanese soldiers were
still being removed from the streets at the
end of March. Damage throughout the city
was great. But enterprising entrepreneurs
assembled scraps of corrugated metal into
roofs over two still-standing walls and
opened for business. The scene was repeated numerous times throughout the city.
Filipino guerrillas were being organized
into more formal units, trained and
equipped. They began to take the responsibility for clearing the southern part of Luzon.
American forces engaged the enemy in
the mountains east of Manila, the Shimbu
Line. Japanese resistance was strong and
the action went on for several days. The
Japs had also been pushed back in the
(Continued page 19, The World At War )
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western mountains north of Manila and
Bataan Peninsula. Further north, American
infantry advance on Baguio, the Philippine
summer capitol, in the mountains east of
Lingayen Gulf. Other forces pushed north
along the western coast of northern Luzon.
Everywhere, the Japanese put up strong
resistance.
On the coast north of Lingayen Gulf, the
American First Corps advanced on San
Fernando from the south on 18 March while
Filipino guerrillas were exerting pressure
from the north. The Jap units moved out of
the city under cover of darkness and the
Americans took over control of the area.
They joined with the guerrillas and the west
coast of Luzon was now under American/
Filipino control.
Fighting continued on all fronts on Luzon
throughout April. In late April, American
forces finally entered Baguio. Elsewhere in
the Philippines, American forces landed at
Puerto Princesa on Palawan Island on 28
February. All organized resistance on the
island ended by 8 March,
Americans landed at Zamboanga on Mindanao on 10 March. Another landing on the
Island was made on 17 April at Cotabatu.
Additional troops landed on 22 April.
Troops soon advanced across the island to
Davao, thus dividing the island. The Americans continued to push forward throughout
the island during the rest of the month.
On 26 March, landings on the island of
Cebu met with weak resistance. However,
as the Americans moved away from the
coast, they met strong resistance and savage fighting in the mountain area. This effort continued through April.
The Island of Negros was the scene of
landings on 29 March. Hard and brutal
fighting occurred at times as the Americans
moved to take control of the island. A new
landing was made on the south east coast
on 26 April. After 28 April, there was only
sporadic resistance on Negros as the
Americans moved across the island.
Following several days of air and naval
bombardment, Jolo Island in the Sulu archipelago was the scene of American troop
landings on 9 April. All resistance ended on
16 April except on Mt. Daho which was finally taken on 22 April.
American and Filipino infantry units continued to land on the smaller islands in the
Philippines, often with little resistance.
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the bomb bay and radio compartment of one plane which managed to
return safely to home base.
Shinei rail yards, another important rail hub, was the primary target
on 23 April. The 823rd led the attackers and pounded a manufacturing
facility, destroying two large tanks. A barracks area was also hit and,
leaving the target area, the squadron strafed a power station. The
405th followed in two three-plane elements, dropped 24 250-pounders
in the target area and withdrew. Two planes received minor damage.
The 822nd followed, flying through the smoke and dust resulting from
the previous planes’ attacks. They dropped their bombs and strafed the
target area and withdrew safely.
On the 24th, the Group was assigned a target in the Cagayen Valley
in the northern part of Luzon. This was a ground support mission targeting enemy personnel and supply concentrations. Every foot of ground
was plowed and combed by the 100-pound demolition bombs and the
strafing fire.
At the same time, 405th planes and 822nd planes hit the Bambang
and Domang areas. The Tuguengarao Road Bridge and the Nagullian
Bridge were destroyed. Other bombing and strafing in the general area
added to destruction to hamper Jap activity.
Again on 25 April, the group was called on for more bridge wrecking
and sent six airplanes up to the Nappaccu Grande Bridge and six to the
Gamu Bridge, on northern Luzon. The Nappaccu Grande Bridge was
seriously damaged and the Gamu Bridge entirely destroyed.
The total destruction of the sugar refinery at Heito was the purpose of
the mission for April 26. The 71st approached the target in marginal
weather and dropped six bombs on ack-ack pits, thereby eliminating
much of the protective gun fire as it moved over the primary target
zone. They succeeded in dropping 30 250-pounders in the target area
with good effect. The 822nd followed closely, delivering more destruction. The squadron moved on searching for more targets for its .50 caliber ammo. They set fires and produced violent explosions, finally flying
off to Lingayen with three planes slightly damaged. By now, the weather
was so bad that the 405th headed for targets of opportunity. They
found railroad cars, a loading station, warehouses, and water towers
with their bombs. Returning to Luzon, they dropped the last of their
“eggs” on a bridge and three more buildings at Pattao.
Over 1100 23-pound “Daisy Cutters” descended on their parachutes
on 27 April from three squadrons over Jap troop concentrations on Luzon in support of American forces. The area was swept with more than
44,000 rounds of strafing fire.
Weather prevented the Group from reaching the primary target on
28 April. Instead, the group headed for the alcohol plant at Koshun. The
three squadrons dropped full loads of 23-pound parafrags throughout
the town and factory area.
On 30 April, three squadrons took off with orders to deliver total destruction to the Taito Airdrome, the Japanese base that weather protected on the 28th. Very little of specific targets was seen but hundreds
of those parafrags were dropped and several thousand rounds of ammo
caused fires and explosions throughout the airdrome facility.
Significant damage had been done to the Japanese transportation
network on Formosa since the arrival of the 38th Bomb Group at Lingayen early in February. Available fuel for motorized equipment had
been reduced by the destruction of the alcohol and sugar refineries.
Another month of intensive combat was now in the records.
But friends were missing from the tents and houses in the camp and
from the circles of families and friends at home. There was nothing to
do but to keep hitting the enemy until we finally reached the streets
of Tokyo.
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to last Fall’s California fires. Everyone knows you can call 911 to obtain
emergencyhelp; but, few have heard of a reverse 911 call. In the wee
hours of the night, during the fires, David Gunn received a recording
which said, “Evacuate you home to a safe area”. David and Kathy
evacuated and when it was safe to return found their home was ok;
but, his property had a lot of wind and fire damage. Ergo, our editor,
David needed a little extra time to put things in order. Keep emailing
your WW II stories to Dave at pappygn@juno.com.
S/T: Orland Gage continues to do a great job handling our finances (in
addition to the many other things he does for us). See his report at the
bottom of this column.
38th BG WEBSITE: Thanks to Tom Behrens, our website has developed into one of the best on the web. A lot of 38th BG WW II history
has been added; plus, many links to other websites and all our 38th BG
Newsletters are available. Check it out www.sunsetters38bg.com it is super! In addition, our 2008 reunion information will be updated
and any important current changes will be posted – including a list of
attendees. You all can help to make the website even better by sending
photos and/or articles to Tom at webmaster@sunsetters38bg.com and Orland Gage ogage@clearwire.net .
Their mailing addresses are on page 2. Thanks Tom!
38th BG Book. Here is the latest from Larry Hickey. “Best guess right
now for actually having books in hand is late spring.” The book will
have 750 to 800 pages and 1000 photos. He said, “Regardless of how
big and expensive the book is, all prepublication orders will be honored
at the old price, including the old shipping price.”
In closing, please remember to say a prayer for our troop who are
in harms way fighting for this great country of ours – The United
States of America.

See you in Dayton, OH. 1-5 October 2008

Jack DeTour

SECRETARY/ TREASURER’S REPORT
The past year was a good one for the treasury. The Honolulu reunion returned $591.00 to the treasury, thanks, Jack, for your hard work.
We had total revenue of $7,062 from interest, dues, reunions and
donations. This large figure is due to Chick Alford returning $2,022.56
to the treasury that we budgeted for the Mesa reunion and was not
spent. We spent $4142 for printing, postage and web site.
The year began with a balance of $59,434.69 in our banking and CD
accounts, At the end of 2007, the balance of all accounts is
$66,357.62.
We have only a few delinquent members. Please look at your mailing labels when you receive the newsletter. Your payment status is
included on the label.
The coming year will see income and expenses being about equal
so I see little gain for the treasury in 2008. May the year 2008 be good
Orland Gage S/T
to all of you.

If you knew any of these men who were
in our Group, their loved ones would be
most appreciative if you would contact
them. We have included an e-mail address
for your use.
Paul Blankenship, pilot, crash landed at
Fiji, 1942, grandson Joel:

jlay@mercedesofknoxville.com
John J. De La Garza (Joe), Lt., Nav., 405th
(July, Aug. 42), son John:

inksgranite@yahoo.com
___Dolson, flight engineer/gunner, 405th
(1945), son David:

david.h.dolson@boeing.com
Delmer Land, ammunitions handler,
822nd, son Steve:

sande.land@verizon.net
Reginald S. Lansdowne ("Pops"), S/Sgt.
gunner, 405th, (1944 - 1945), son John,

idealaw@idealaw.cnc.net
Pickens Clifford McIntire (Cliff), S/Sgt.
gunner, 71st , granddaughter Sally,

smcint19@postoffice.csu.edu.au
Lester Dawson Suter, T/Sgt. 71st , gunner/
photgrapher, (5 1944 - 5 1945) grand
daughter Jennifer,

jmsuter75@yahoo.com
Jacob L. Wanamaker, S/Sgt., 823rd,
KIA 1/8/44, nephew Donald:

kf4yka@comcast.net

BOMBER REEF DVD: Get it!!
Our friend in Australia, Walt Deas, has documented some of the
early history of the 38th Bomb Group and especially the flight of Lt.
Herry on August 5, 1943. His plane was shot down. All the crew were
taken prisoner and later killed, except for Maj. Cox who survived two
years as a Jap prisoner. The plane has become a coral reef on the
north coast of New Guinea visited by divers today
This award winning 52 minute DVD with the wonderful sound and
sights of B-25s is available to you. The editor has a half dozen left
over from the 2007 Reunion. Send a check for $40 to David Gunn,
19754 Santee Ln, Valley Center, CA 92082.
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