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SECERET

823HD BOMBAWIVENT SQUADRON (M), 38TH BOMBARTMENT GROUP (M)
ARMY ATR FORCES
S-2 SECTION

AP.0, 713 Unit 1,
10 June, 194,

SUEJECT: Narrative Report, Mission Fo. 148-A, 27 May, 194l.
T0 : Commanding Ceneral, Fifth Air Foree, AP0 925, (Attention A.C. of 8., 4-2)

1. Teking off from Merauke Airdrome, Dutch New Guines at 0645/K, six
B=250G-1 type eirplanes of the 823rd Bomberdment Sguadron (1), 38th Bombardment
Croup (1) flew northwest and begen following the southwest coast of New Guinea
near Princese “sriamne Strait. This course was followed %o the region of Argeoni
Bgy whers the two preceeding sguadrons of the 38th Bombardment Croup (M) forma=
tion turned due north to their taerget at Babo emd this sguadron and the 405th
Squadron turned north northwest to the essigmed target at Otawiri Alrdrome,

New Guinea.

2. At 1020/K the sguadron begen its atrafmg attack followed closely by
the bombing run which was made on a heading of 60°, Visibilit iy at minimum al-
titude wes unlimited and the only deterrent of a highly suceessful attack was
the flat terrain approaches to the terget which obliterated any degree of sur-
prige. 120 x 100 1b, parademo and demc, 8-11 second delay bombs were dropped
in the west revetment erea and across the north hslf of the sirip. PBombing
destroved two 2 ton flat bed trucks parked on the west taxiway and seversl small
wooden buildings near the west side of the strip. 6,150 x .50 cale and 350 x
«30 cgl, rounds of macine-gun ammunition were sprayed over the target and
specifically at 2 sdditionel trucks parked near the north center of the stripe.
15 to 20 tents alonz each side of the sirip got their share of fthis intense
fire, but no results were seen by the aircrews while over the target. K-Z21
photos reveal only a s=mall part of the above observed cdamage but show in detail
the progress the enemy is making towards meking this drome en effective opera=
tional bese. 4irplene #856 wes slightly demaged when the pilot was absorbed in
riddling an enemy truck with his strafing fire and subaenuantly failed to pull
up in time to aviod a tree top.

3e. Therec was no A/A fire encountereds.

L+ Yo enemy sirplanes wers sesn airborne or growjded in or nesr the tare
getle

5 The airstrip and reveiment srea were in good condition prior to the
attack, however 500 lb, bombs of the J05th Sguadron wer: seen bursting on the
strip following our attack. 3 villages located approxzimately 2 miles south of
the target consisted of many small wooden buildings. Extensive eonstruction
work wes dn progrees in the vicinity of the airstrip. 4 possible m/g pit was
scen on the northeast side of the strip. No gun was vieible. Oil fire smoke
was seen rising from Babo vieinity. 4 column of black smoke was ricing from
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4,2,0. 713 Unit A1,
10 June, 1Shl.

SUBJECT: Narrative Report, Mssion No. 152«4, 51 May, 194,
T0 : Commending General, Fifth Air Force, APO 925, (Attention A.C, Of S., A=2),

le Six B=25G-1 type airplanes of the 823rd Bembardment Squadron (M), 38th
Bombardment Croup (M) took off from ™srauke, Dutch New Guinea Airdrome at 0800/K
to lead a bombing and strefing etteck on eneny instdl lations, supply dumps, amd
grounded airplanes at Babo, Dtuch New Guinea, conducted by 2 squadrons of the 38th
Bombardment Group (M) in coordination with a one sgunadron attack by the 7lst
Bombardment Scuadron (M) on Otewiri Airdrome 25 miles to the southweste This
squadron led the Group elong the scuthwest New Guinea coast skirting Timoeka 25
miles %0 sea and separéted over Argoeni Bay to fly directly to their respective
target at Pabo and “tewiri.

2. It was necesszery for the formation to atbain an altitude of L4000 feet
to clear a amall mountain renge 5 minutes southeast of the target, conseguently
the squedron leader was required to lose altitude quiekly through an 8/10 under-
dast at 2500 feet extending over the coasbtel plain fo Bintoeni Bay. The attack
began at 1146/% on a heading of 320° Prom minimm altitude. 96 x 100 1b. para=
demo 8=11 second delsy bambs and 2 x 100 1b, demo 8=11 second delay baumbs were
dropped in trains from the south jetty to the west side of Strip l, Tue %o the de=-
lay fuses specifie dameg- was difficult to observe, however a large fuel fire was
burning in the south revetment ares as the sguadron left the target. Dombs were
seen to fall among several lerge wooden buildings in Target 9X (ref. Babo Temporary
Target Map) and at the base of a pertislly camouflaged tower just south of Target
1¥ cansing unobserved damage. X-21 low obiques phbtos takem by all asirplanes dis-
cloged extensive bomb damaege to buildings in the following targets: 3¥, 9X, 5%,
! 6% and 8K, The target was thoroughly strefed with 8925 x ¢50 cal, and 1400 x ¢30
cal, destroying a truck parked on the northwest side of 2V. The towercneer 1W
was also damaged by strefing. “ight A/A gun in IW was temporarily silenced by
strafing, The direction of run over the target was not as was intended but since
the squadron leader sew the enemy fighters all ready off the strip, climbing to
intercept, he deemed it necesssry to make his attack on a hesding of 320° instead
of 20° ag planned,

3« Moderate, medium, inaccurste fire ceme from position 5W bursting on
level but well off to right of ocur formation. Slight, light and inaccurate fire
with tracers crosd ng ahead of the formation came from IWe 2 crews members re-
ported 16 bursts of liOmm fire 200 feet above and to the left of the formation as
it was flying west over Bintceni Bay just off Mongoseh on Cape Tensimerah.

Le 5 to B Zekes, 1 Tomy and 1 Oscar intercepted the formation from 11,6/
to 1205/K over the target and as fer as Argoeni Bay. Tndividual passes r.'ere‘nnde
from all positions while the B-25's maintained 2 stepped down flights at minimum
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altitude. None of the attecks were closely pressed exeept one from 2 o'clock ,
from sbove to within 500 feet vhere fire from the leed airplane's turret hit the
Zeke in the engine ceusing it to explode with debris showering down to the ground,
While this Zeke was meking its last pass a second Zeke came in from 5230 o'clock
to atteck the #2 eirplane of "A" Tlight, Turret fire caught this fighter at 600
feet setting him afire and causing him to roll over into a dive that ended on good
solid earth, Ihe remainder of the attecks were helf-hcarted effarts of the intercep
tors to £ind a bre-k in the bombers' defencess Two Zekes appreached: head-on from
1000 feet above making a shallow dive and released £ white phosphorous aerial bombs
each. The bombs burst on level and two of the bombs burst so neer "B" Flight thet
it wes necessary to break formation momentarily. A Lily or Dinsh was seen flying
at our altitude 3/L to 1 mils off our right winge It is belicved this plame was
giving our altitude to the enemy bomber - fighters. A1l the enemy plenes dis-
appearsd when our formation entered a cloud bank neer Mamosen Villagee.

5, 2 smell power barges were seen 1 mile off shore from Utarom at 1215 /K,
Mumerous undemeged buildings and imstellations were seen in the target on with=
drewel, & serviceable Zeke was perked at the junction of the strip and the east-
west texiwey, b small bargss were beached 100 yerds south of jetty 3Y.

6, After eluding the interceptors the formation combinued southeest along
the New Cuinea coast to Merauke, The last airplene landed ab 1530/K.

s/George H. Puddy,
+/GECRGE H, FUDDY,
lst Lieute, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer,
CERTIFIED TRUE CQFY:

PHILIP M. TRAVIIOR,
1st Lieut.,mdir Corms,
Unit Historiane
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