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left burning which was laber proven oy photographs. This strike wes part of the
New Cuinee campeign. On 1l March, 1944 this squadron, in conjunction with the New
Cuinca cempairn, struck Brendi Plantation, two miles Zast of Boram Strip, lew
Guines. Nine p=250-1 strefers ook pert in this strike. [0 x 500 1b. 8=11 second
deley demolition bombs were dumped into the tergets Five bombs were jettisoned at
sea, but nons were brought beck to beses The bomb load represented ten tons.
14,585 rounds of cals «50 end 2000 rounds of cals «30 camunition were exrended in
strefing. Dowmbing wes excellent with much demege resulting. There wes no inters
ception by enemy fighters during end effer the strike. The results of his successe
£41 strike were &8 follow oy one direct hit on & werehousé in the plentation which

was destroyed com pletely; fuel fires were sterted by intense sirafing of the entire |

tren, Bombs Tell emong supplies along the cosstal roed ceusing unobserved damages

8. o 19 Merch, 19ll this squadron participated in & sirike against ship=-
ping £ifty miles lorth of TWewsk., Qur airplenes just menaged to get in on the final
destruction of one freighter transporte This ship wes going under as our airplanecs
approached, but two hits were made upon the stern just bofore it gisanpesred be-
neeth the weves, Jepensse survivors and other debris were girafed hesvily sub-
sequent o the sinking of this ship. The sea wes clesr as the a irpleces left to
drop the remsinder of their bombs on Nubiz tlantation. Reinforcement of his be-
leaguredl stronghold at Wewak was thweried Dy this ection in which other &irplenes
sank & totel of six enemy ships and exterminated several hundred enemy soldier s .
Airpower et its best was truly demonstraied by the fourteen sguadrons of A-208,
Be258, Be2ls &ndé P=38s perticipating in this sction., This att ack wes pert of the
campeign to demolish Wew ek, New Guinea.

9. There were no losses of personnel or equipment in aection during the month
of Merch during which time our sguadron perticipsted in one hundred and forty-five
ermed sorbies over such tergets ms Wewsk, Iubis, Feiriru Island, Tedji Adrdrome and
shigping off the coast of New Guines, tactical onerations in support of ground
troons engeged in clesning the Admirelfty Islends of Jepanese.

10. 1o recommendetions for ewerds were approved by higher heszdquerters.
1l.

12, Lfter some seven felse sterts, the orders fimally were published for
sguadrons of the 38+h Bombardment Group (1) to move from its location of aluost
eighteen months &t A4.F.0. 928, Durand sirdrome, New Guinea to A.P.0. 713 Uuit i,
nedzeb, New Guinea, The movements begen on 3 larch, 1944 end were completed suf-
ficiently to operate from Medzab by 1l uerch, 1944, Aircrews have alweys dreadsd
what they termed "The Hum®, but they were heppy io be on the northside of the
backbone o £ mountains thet stretch through he middle of Iew Guinea. Weather con=
ditions in this pert of the world are some of the wvery worst., Weather &nd wountains
cen be & fatal combinstion o eirpleness Fliminete the mounieins end bed westher
loses most of its hazerds. The building of & ney camp Wes jmrediately bDegun on &
£let site covered with sago palms &nd four feet of kunai grass. Within the month
en orderly, well laid-out ca mp lay egeinst the foothills of ten thousend feet of
aounteina which help form the scenically besutiful Nerkhan Telleys Since first
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Iieutenant yempel, bombardier-nsvigetor, hes been appointed mess offieer the proe
ces3 of dishing out esculent foods hes ché nged considerably., Woen worse comes o
worse and the wenu for the day consisis of bully-beef, it is so well made up that
it is herdly recognizeble, There have been very few complaints by the personnel

. of this sguedron asbout food. During thls month the enlisted men heve adonied a

new form of recrecation-baseball, XNightly, &after work, they vloy & geme with tesus
couipos@ of the office personnel &nd the combet aircrews. Hech men perticiseting in
these games considers this to be & goold exercise-zs well as &n interesting end ex-
citing time to pass the usually dull and cuviet evenings. Since the activetion of
these games, the office personnel has won every geme exeept one, Cooperation among
the players is excellent., Tn addition to this sort of recreation, the commniea-
tions section (our therks to them) have set up & loud speaker in the area. Tach
night we &re &ble to heer some of the finest songs, new and old, pleyed by our
favorite orchestras. Through this loud spesker we also receive the world news end
broadcests both fron Lustralia end the Thited States. This is & wonderful addition
to our sguadron. Our sign painter hes used wp his time conscientiously., e hes
peinted mmercus signs needed eround the areas, A sign dis playing the neme "Piger
Terrace® is located =i the entrance fto our syuadron area &jpropriately symbolizes
our sguadron insignis, & bloody mouthed, growling tiger. Qur growp sireet is called
Strafer Blvde Every spare mament is being used for & splendid purpose, ome of those
is the setting up of floors in the tents. Ocoupants of each tent ere laboringzzeal-
ously to do & good job in building their tents to meke life in New Guinea more
pleasant, Some venture even as far as to use bamboo poles, plentiful in the thick
jungles, &8 pipes to receive the rain water. Give the men time snd they think up
some unique ideas to facilitate living condition s, Ibsquitoes zre & menace of the
past. Qnce in a great while & mosguitce, proba bly a siraggler seeking new sreas,
exposes himself in the erea., The absence of these pests has the boys sleening with-
out nets. Although the absence cf the moscuitoe seems like an impossibility, we
nevertheless teke preccutions by constent use of atebrine pills, amply supplied in
the mess hell. This area is situeted on a low level plateau between two ranges of
mountains, standing out mejesticelly and immensely totilie nuked eye. A long, winding
roed, used daily by so many kinds of ermy vehicles, runs from Kadzeb into the
heart of Iae, once the proposed cepitel of iustrelian New Guinea. In retrosoection
of 1life and scenery et Port loresby, New Guines, this is indeed a emarkable chenge.
Life in our mew location is cne hundred per cent more plessant. Conditions ex-
isting here ere so much better thal very seldom the words "when &am I going homen
are uttered. 1pst of the men, ths ones who arrived the 22 June, 19)3 in New Guinea
and even the airerews cen call thomselves seasoned men, They heve learned the

herd way; they have seen ection in the air; they have built en operction squadron
out of inexverienced men. There is much to be accomplished in the war in the
pecific yet. This scusdron stends reedy to do its pert in furthering the defeat of
the epemy. It is rea lized that every effort pui into this work brings them closer
4o home end their loved ones., Wien the squadron was activated, the present land,
sea, and air offensive wes in its embryo sta ge. During the ensueing eight months
we have come over four hundred miles closer to the enemy's heert and efter the © o-
tal destruction of his sirforce Ly the bard flying VeSsdedsFe end of his fleet by
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the working U.3. Nevy, the remeining two thousand miles will be quickly covered.
mhien this unit &nd ell the units of the Air Forces, Ground Forces, and Neval Poreces
will commence &n &sssult on the home islands of the eneny Jepen thet will malke

them wish for an esrthquake for respite.
wﬁ¢7

GEURGE H. TUDDY,
1t Lieuts; Air Corps,
Tnit gisiorian.
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